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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The FAO Science and Innovation Strategy (the Strategy) was adopted by the FAO Council at
its 170th Session following an inclusive and transparent consultative process.

A high-level framework for the development of regional action plans was considered by the
Technical Committees in 2022, and an update on the development of the regional action
plans was provided to the Programme Committee at its 134th Session. The Programme
Committee invited Management to continue taking into account the guidance provided by
Members in the development of the regional action plans, while considering the global and
inter-regional perspectives.

The FAO Council, at its 171st Session, requested FAQO to share the final draft action plan for
the FAO Science and Innovation Strategy for written inputs by Members, so that Members
are informed and involved, noting that the action plans are living documents, and encouraged
their prompt implementation. The Action Plan was shared with Members in January 2023 for
their written feedback.

GUIDANCE SOUGHT FROM THE PROGRAMME COMMITTEE

The Programme Committee is invited to take note of the document.
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. Introduction

1. The FAO Science and Innovation Strategy (the Strategy) was adopted by the FAO Council at
its 170th Session following an inclusive and transparent consultative process.! The Strategy is a tool to
accelerate the implementation of the FAO Strategic Framework 2022-31, and hence to contribute to
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

2. A high-level framework for the development of regional action plans was considered by the
Technical Committees in 2022, and an update on the development of the regional action plans was
provided to the Programme Committee at its 134th Session. The Programme Committee invited
Management to continue taking into account the guidance provided by Members in the development
of the regional action plans, while considering the global and inter-regional perspectives to minimize
the risk of marginalizing a range of opportunities, such as South-South and Triangular Cooperation,
and reporting the progress to the relevant Governing Bodies as appropriate.?

3. The FAO Council, at its 171st Session, requested FAO to share the final draft action plan for
the FAO Science and Innovation Strategy for written inputs by Members, so that Members are
informed and involved, noting that the action plans are living documents, and encouraged their
prompt implementation.®

4, The Action Plan for the FAO Science and Innovation Strategy (the Action Plan) incorporates
activities at the regional level, as well as global and inter-regional perspectives, as suggested by the
Programme Committee. It was developed with inputs from the Regional, Sub-regional and Country
Offices, and all relevant FAO streams (including, for example, fisheries, forestry, crops, livestock,
markets and trade, nutrition, emergencies and resilience, etc.).

5. The Action Plan was shared with Members in January 2023 for their written feedback, as
requested by the Councill.

I1. Action Plan for the FAO Science and Innovation Strategy

6. Science and innovation are cross-cutting issues embedded across the FAO Strategic
Framework 2022-31. Not only do innovation and technology make up two of the four accelerators of
the Framework, but also science underpins all four accelerators as well as the complements. It must be
further underlined that the Strategy defines innovation broadly to include technological (including
digital), social, policy, financial, and institutional innovations. In this context, the Action Plan
presents the key elements of FAO’s extensive work on science and innovation.

7. The Action Plan is based on the Strategy’s three pillars, nine outcomes and two enablers. The
high-level framework for the development of regional action plans, that was shared with the Technical
Committees in 2022, contained a proposed number of outputs which were further revised based on
feedback from the Regional, Sub-regional and Country Offices, and all relevant FAO streams. The
Action Plan’s outputs will be delivered through key areas of work that capture FAQ’s priorities in
relation to science and innovation. The pillars, outcomes and outputs provide a common frame for
FAOQO action at the global, regional, sub-regional, country and local level, while the key areas of work
specify the most relevant level(s) of action. The Action Plan links the Strategy’s outcomes and
enablers to relevant Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) targets and Programme Priority Areas
(PPASs).

8. The Action Plan makes explicit linkages with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
and the SDGs, the FAO Strategic Framework 2022-31, the FAO Strategy on Climate Change
2022-2031, the FAO Strategy on Mainstreaming Biodiversity across Agricultural Sectors and the

! Report of the 170th Session of the FAO Council (Rome, 13-17 June 2022), Appendix D.
https://www.fao.org/3/nj485en/nj485en.pdf

2 https://www.fao.org/3/nk543en/nk543en.pdf

3 https://www.fao.org/3/nl148en/nl148en.pdf

4 Development of regional action plans for the FAO Science and Innovation Strategy (2022-25):
https://www.fao.org/3/nj610en/nj610en.pdf
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FAO Strategy for Private Sector Engagement 2021-2025, as suggested by the Programme Committee.
Moreover, it links to the FAO Policy on Gender Equality, the FAO Rural Youth Action Plan, the
Global Action Plan of the UN Decade of Family Farming and the FAO Policy on Indigenous and
Tribal Peoples.

I11. Accountability framework

9. Monitoring will be fully aligned with the causal results chains and SDG targets established in
the FAO Strategic Framework 2022-31, reflecting all three dimensions of sustainability. The
technology and innovation accelerators will be monitored through the relevant key performance
indicators (KPIs), and activities under the PPAs will be measured through the most relevant SDG
indicators. Reporting on the Strategy will take place in line with the established corporate reporting
processes, including through the Mid-Term Review and Programme Implementation Report. As stated
in the Strategy document, the FAO Council will discuss a mid-term review five years after its
adoption, and the Strategy may be periodically updated, at Members’ request, to reflect important
developments.



