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In the Greater Horn of Africa, significant progress has been made since 
January 2020 on issues related to capacity building to detect, report 
and apply technically-sound and safe standard operating procedures to 
control the desert locust infestations. This has allowed governments in 
the region to treat over 2.1 million ha of infested areas and avert a major 
humanitarian catastrophe by protecting food production and rangeland, 
and preventing the movement of desert locust to West Africa. 

At a glance

2.5�million ha of land 

targeted�for control in the ten 

countries (by June 2021):

� 1.3 million ha reached in 2020

� 0.8 million ha targeted in 2021 

� 0.4 million ha targeted from 

July to December 2021

307�000�households reached 

with rapid livelihoods protection

under the appeal since January  

2020 (excluding the targets of  

2021 Humanitarian Response  

Plans [HRP]):

� 298 000 households 
targeted since January 2020

USD�230.45�million 
total appeal funding requirement 

(since January 2020) and funding 

requirement in 2021 (excluding  

the amounts requested through 

country HRPs) 

� 219.21 million 

received to date

� 11.24 million 
funding gap  

(for the fourth quarter of 2021)

Number of people facing 

acute food insecurity: 

� over 48�million people in the 

ten a�ected countries in 2020 and 

� over 35.6�million people 

in the five remaining targeted 

countries�in�2021

In the Arabian Peninsula, control operations have treated more than 
450�000 ha of desert locust infestations, including 48 000 ha in Yemen, 
since January 2020. However, Yemen remains an important reservoir and 
source area for desert locust due to continual and widespread rains that 
caused unusually favourable ecological conditions for breeding.

Over two million hectares of desert locust infested land have been treated 
in the Greater Horn of Africa and Yemen since January 2020. These e�orts 
are estimated to have protected over 4 million tonnes of cereal and more 
than 830 million litres of milk, valued at over USD 1.62 billion. Altogether, 
the livelihoods and food security of over 38 million people were protected 
as a result.

Across the ten countries included in the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) 2020 appeal for the Greater Horn of Africa 
and Yemen � Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, 
the Sudan, Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania and Yemen � 
over 210 000�households, equivalent to some 1.1 million people, were 
assisted through anticipatory action and/or in-kind or cash livelihood 
recovery interventions. During early 2021, this number increased to 
298�200�households.
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Source: United Nations Geospatial. 2020. World map [online]. Washington, D.C., UN. [Cited 21 June 2021]. 
www.un.org/geospatial/content/map-world; modified using FAO data.

Figure 1. Countries included in the six-month appeal extension 
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Broadcasting messages on local radio stations in di�erent languages 
is done regularly to encourage the communities, nomads and herders 
using the toll-free phone line to report the information. 
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Scaling-up the use of eLocust3g 
FAO has been deploying eLocust3g since August 2020. To date, 
185�handheld devices have been procured, of which 160 are actively 
being used by field teams. This tool must continue to be deployed; 
the target is to reach 250 devices reporting every day from a�ected 
countries throughout the response. 

Surveillance of inaccessible and insecure areas 
Unlike in 2019, countries are better prepared to control desert locust,  
but the e�ectiveness of the control actions will depend greatly on the 
early detection of hopper bands and swarms and the use of eLocust3 
tools. However, not all areas containing locust infestations may be 
accessible. 
 
In Yemen, survey activities are continuing, particularly in the interior 
part of the country and in eastern areas close to Oman, but only in 
those places where teams can operate safely. Even though good rains 
fell throughout the interior during the spring, so far there have been 
few reports of locust activity. Nevertheless, ten teams based across 
five governorates are carefully monitoring the breeding areas and will 
maintain strict vigilance in the upcoming months.  
 
In Somalia, crowdsourcing e�orts are being encouraged in central 
and southern areas that cannot be accessed easily by survey teams. 
The information that is gathered can be used to help have a better 
understanding of the situation and alert neighbouring countries of 
potentially important locust developments. 













In 2020, FAO appealed for and mobilized USD 11 854 087 against 
Component 3. This has allowed FAO to implement all activities foreseen 
under the component. Furthermore, with the lockdown due to COVID-19, 
some resources for travel were saved in 2020 and will contribute to 
maintaining adequate coordination capacities in 2021. 

Furthermore, with funding allocations, FAO is purchasing a new aircra� for 
DLCO-EA with an expected delivery schedule within the third quarter of 2021.

�	 Deployment of experts 
Since January 2020, 11 out of 25 experts deployed are still providing 
support to FAO country o�icers and national governments. As 
additional deployments have been compromised by COVID-19, it will 
be essential to maintain strong expertise in the region for as long as the 
upsurge persists, through the extension of existing contracts and hiring 
of additional consultants and experts as needed.

�	 Facilitate regional partnerships and collaboration 
The regional FSNWG, co-led by FAO and IGAD, will continue to provide 
a framework for harmonized food security analysis, taking into account 
impact assessments, and provide the technical means for countries to 
conduct timely assessments. 
 
Furthermore, IGAD is leading ministerial briefings on desert locust and 
discussions should also lead to mid- to long-term preparedness and 
capacity building plans for which FAO, DLCO-EA and CRC are providing 
strategic and technical support.

�	 Regional advocacy and national-level coordination 
In collaboration with OCHA, FAO will continue to lead dialogue and 
advocacy with partners through monthly briefings, in which the Regional 
Desert Locust Alliance also plays a key role. FAO and OCHA will also 
facilitate the inclusion of specific desert locust-related livelihoods 
interventions into country-based coordination, through food security 
clusters (Somalia, South Sudan, the Sudan and Yemen) or through 
government-led working groups where clusters are not activated 
(Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, the United Republic of Tanzania and 
Uganda). Where applicable, this will translate into adjustments to HRPs. 
 
The FSNWG will continue to organize regular press conferences 
to highlight food security impact analyses and intergovernmental 
collaboration. 
 

Coordination and 
preparedness

100% FUNDED

Budget required 
N/A in 2021

USD 11.85 million  
since January 2020

Additional funding 
not needed 
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17 November 2020, Beletweyne District, 
Somalia. Iraado Amir Omar, 36 years 
old, collects seeds from FAO Somalia in 
Dharkeenley village, Beletweyne district, 
Somalia on 17�November 2020. FAO Somalia 
o�ers livelihood assistance to local Somali 
farmers and agro-pastoralists a�ected by 
desert locust upsurge by providing cash, 
quality seeds, farming tools and training.
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