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1. The Thirty-fifth Session of the Regional Conference for Europe (ERC) will be held in May 2026. The
purpose of this paper is to obtain input from the Members in relation to the key theme(s) for preparing the
draft provisional agenda for the ERC.

2. Within the regional and global policy and regulatory issues (ii) of the Regional Conference,
approximately one to two important topics pertinent for the region are discussed. Taking note of the topics
covered at previous ERC sessions (Annex 1) and the recommendations of the most recent ERC session, the
ERC Secretariat prepared the following short initial list of topics proposed for consideration and discussion.
Members are invited to discuss, select and provide their feedback to the Secretariat on the topics to be
discussed at the ERC.

a) Uniting for sustainability — Integrating climate action, biodiversity conservation and land
restoration for sustainable agrifood systems in Europe and Central Asia

Integrating climate action, natural resource management and bioeconomy development presents
transformative opportunities for sustainable agrifood systems in Europe and Central Asia: addressing the
interconnected challenges of climate change, biodiversity loss and land degradation while creating
economic opportunities. The topic examines how countries can align efforts across these domains to
maximize co-benefits, reduce trade-offs and strengthen the environmental, economic and social
sustainability of agrifood systems, considering also the G20 Initiative on Bioeconomy and the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, as well as the seventeenth meeting of the Conference of the
Parties to the Basel Convention on Biodiversity (COP17).

b) Resilience to disasters — Building and scaling up resilient agrifood systems to tackle
connected and compounding disasters in food crisis settings

Agrifood systems are vital to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) yet increasingly face
shocks from climate disasters, conflicts and economic crises. Therefore, building resilience and supporting
the recovery of agrifood systems are essential prerequisites for achieving the SDGs. This topic promotes
integrated and risk-informed programming, drawing on regional experiences in early warning systems, food
security monitoring, emergency preparedness and response, the humanitarian—development—peace nexus
and climate information services to strengthen agrifood systems and address the complex drivers of
persistent food insecurity among vulnerable populations.

¢) Financing agrifood systems — Overcoming barriers to financing sustainable agrifood
systems in Europe and Central Asia



Despite existing tools such as blended finance, green bonds and impact investing, systemic issues hinder
investment flow in Europe and Central Asia. This topic analyses the barriers preventing the effective
adoption of innovative financing mechanisms for sustainable agrifood systems and reviews the
disproportionate effects of these challenges on smallholders, women and small and medium enterprises,
highlighting successful examples such as matching grants. It offers targeted policy and institutional
recommendations to foster an enabling environment, align investments with sustainability goals, and
contributes to the achievement of SDG 2 and related development priorities in the region.

d) Expanding bioeconomy — Potential of biotechnologies in Europe and Central Asia in the
context of climate change and growing bioeconomy

Biotechnologies offer transformative potential for agrifood systems in Europe and Central Asia, especially
in the face of climate change and an expanding bioeconomy. Aligned with the FAO Science and Innovation
Strategy, they can enhance food production, nutrition, environmental sustainability and resilience. This
topic explores the role of biotechnologies — including nuclear techniques — in improving agricultural
productivity and sustainability. It focuses on advancing science and innovation, integrating digital
technologies and bioinformatics, and creating an enabling policy environment, in line with ongoing global
efforts to promote bioeconomy partnerships.



Annex 1

List of regional and global policy and regulatory topics covered at previous
sessions of the Regional Conference for Europe

Thirty-fourth ERC — FAO headquarters, Rome, Italy, hosted by the Republic of Moldova, 14-17 May
2024 (ERC/24/REP):

1. The role of innovation and digitalization in the sustainable use of natural resources to accelerate
the implementation of climate-resilient and low-emission pathways in agrifood systems
Building resilience through agrifood systems transformation
Financing to end hunger for today and tomorrow (SDG 2)

How to fight against food loss and waste
Global and regional food security outlook
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Thirty-third ERC — L6dz, Poland, hybrid modality, 10-13 May 2022 (ERC/22/REP):
1. The road to transformative agrifood systems in Europe and Central Asia: regional actions to
implement the FAO Strategic Framework 2022-2031
2. Sustainable food value chains for nutrition: a practical approach for transforming agrifood
systems for healthy diets in Europe and Central Asia

Thirty-second ERC — 2-4 November 2020 (ERC/20/REP):
1. Sustainable food systems and healthy diets in Europe and Central Asia

2. Solutions for youth, employment and developing rural areas in relation to the United Nations
Decade of Family Farming

Thirty-first ERC — Voronezh, Russian Federation, 16-18 May 2018 (ERC/18/REP):
1. Sustainable agriculture and food systems in Europe and Central Asia in a changing climate

2. E-agriculture: the use of information and communication technologies for the development of
sustainable and inclusive food systems and trade integration

Thirtieth ERC — Antalya, Turkey, 4-6 May 2016 (ERC/16/REP):

1. The Sustainable Development Goals and their implications for agriculture and rural development
in Europe and Central Asia

2. Pulses for improving balanced nutrition and healthy food systems in Europe and Central Asia —
International Year of Pulses 2016

Twenty-ninth ERC — Bucharest, Romania, 1-4 April 2014 (ERC/14/REP):
1. Food loss and waste in Europe and Central Asia


https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/a0c7a838-754d-4334-b22c-3e70a6f2967e
https://www.fao.org/3/nj289en/nj289en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ne289en/ne289en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/mw908en/mw908en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-mq752e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docrep/meeting/030/mk194e.pdf

2. International Year of Family Farming in Europe and Central Asia

Twenty-eighth ERC — Baku, Azerbaijan, 16-20 April 2012 (ERC/12/REP):
1. Policies for food security in the region: challenges and perspectives — Food outlook towards 2050

Twenty-seventh ERC — Yerevan, Armenia, 13-14 May 2010 (ERC/10/REP):

1. Policy response to challenges in agriculture and rural development in the Europe and Central Asia
region: sharing experience and enhancing cooperation in the region

Twenty-sixth ERC — Innsbruck, Austria, 26—27 June 2008 (ERC/08/REP):
1. FAO and adaptation to climate change in the European region

2. Promotion of traditional regional agricultural and food products: A further step towards
sustainable rural development

Twenty-fifth ERC — Riga, Latvia, 8-9 June 2006 (ERC/06/REP):

1. Contribution of rural development in meeting the World Food Summit/Millennium Development
Goals in the region

2. The view of the European region on the role of FAO as provider of global public goods

3. Strengthening regional cooperation and assisting countries in controlling highly pathogenic avian
influenza in Europe, including Commonwealth of Independent States countries

Twenty-fourth ERC — Montpellier, France, 5-7 May 2004 (ERC/04/REP):

1. Food safety and quality in Europe: Aspects concerning in particular quality, nutritional balance,
the importance of agricultural land and cultural heritage (“terroirs™)

2. Agricultural research: its role and contribution to sustainable rural development
3. Major European programmes, initiatives and fora on agricultural research

4. Review of the state of food and agriculture in the region: focus on rural poverty


http://www.fao.org/docrep/meeting/025/md942e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docrep/meeting/019/k8421e.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/meeting/014/k3400e.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/meeting/011/j7691e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docrep/meeting/008/J2673e/J2673e00.htm

