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CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT IN ANHROPOLOGY
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«Social organization and culture are functional adaptations
which permit populations to exploit their environments
successfully without exceeding the carrying capacity of their
ecological resources»

Techno-environmental determinism



Mary Douglas, OBE
1921-2007

«There is virtually no limit to the amount of
variation that two different cultures can
incorporate in their vision of the same
environment...»

(“Environments at risk”, in J. Benthall (ed.),
Ecology: the shaping enquiry, 1972)

Cultural determinism
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Sylvophile (forest-loving) peoples: the
pygmies attribute positive characteristics
to the forest because collective
prosperity depends on the forest, a
protective presence that gives
nourishment.
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Colin M. TurnbU_II
1924-1994

Sylvophobic (forest hating) peoples: The Bantu
live in the cleared spaces from which they draw
their food resources. The nature of their
economic activity leads them to perceive the
forest as an alien, threatening, hostile reality.

Cultural determinism
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Eric R. Wolf
1923-1999

«Although | wrote as an
anthropologist rather than as a
professional historian, | think
history matters. It is also
important to understand how an
why these systems develop and
extend their sway over people,
and | located the rationale in the
ways power and the economy
sustain and drive each other on»

Cultural determinism
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Europe and the
People Without History

With a New Preface
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Ecology and Ethnicity in an Alpine Valley
JOHN W. COLE and
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WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION
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THE ALPS AS A TESTING GROUND



«Pala» /Alp:
new meaning,
«rocky ridge»

«Pala» / Alp:.
old meaning

Alps.i.e. *palae the Pale di
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Robert McC. Netting
1934-1995

The probable longevity and stability of land use in Térbel are intimately
related to the evident fit between environmental possibilities and a
characteristic system of subsistence. Swiss geographers recognize a typi-
cal mountain grain-grazing adaptation (Acker-Alp Betrieb) whose basic

requisites could be completely met within the single village territory.
This was a high-altitude variation of the Old World farming pattern
combining bread grains and dairy products that swept in a great arc from
the Atlantic shores of Ireland to the Indian subcontinent (Arensberg

The Alps as a unitary ecosystem
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Figure 4. Schematic diagram of land use: Trentino—Tiroler Etschland region.
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Figure 7. Altitude range of community lands in the Upper Anaunia.
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Figure 5. Cycle of major agricultural activities: (1) earth hauled in fields; (2)
fields manured; (3) fields plowed; (4) spring planting; (5) home and mountain
meadows cleared of debris; (6) and (7) potatoes hoed; (8) winter rye harvest;
(9) winter wheat harvest; (10) potato harvest, plowing and sowing of winter grain;
(11) miscellaneous tasks of maintenance and repair, logging.




L.

(5) Meadows cleared of debrls

(6) Plantlng potatoes | | (7) Planfing potatoes o (10) Potato harvest



THE HIDDEN FRONTIER



The «hidden frontier» between Romance and Germanic world in Upper Nonsberg
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Different settlement structures

Romance settlement: nucleated villages Germanic settlement: isolated farmsteads

e Village
* Fields
e Meadows

 Woods

e Pastures

 Rocks

Each farmstead (maso) has sizable portions of
fields, meadows, woodland and pastures.



Different cultures / different landscapes
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Community life in a Romance mountain village, Nonsberg, The landscape of dispersed farmesteads: the Geschlosserner
Trentino hof 0 «maso chiuso», Marebbe (Bolzano)
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Nucleated village

Multiple heir system:
partible inheritance

Three estates in Tret: Lands depicted for the estates total 0.83 hectares for
estate No. 1; 0.70 for estate No. 2; and 0.33 for estate No. 3. In addition, each
estate includes additional mountain meadows on the mountain side above the
village.

Map legend:
1 land belonging to Estate No. 1 a house-barn complex
2 land belonging to Estate No. 2 b courtyard
.3 land belonging to Estate No. 3 ¢ mill
d plowland
e meadow



Four estates in St. Felix: Excluding forest and wasteland, the areas of the
estates depicted here are 1.80 hectares for No. 1; 3.13 hectares for No. 2; 1.90
hectares for No. 3; and 0.41 hectares for No. 4. In addition, each estate holds
additional parcels of meadow and forest on the mountain side above the village.

Map legend:
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Isolated farmsteads

Single-heir system:
non-partible inheritance




“Bourgeois” type

definition | The inheritance of land can be equally
subdivided between males and females.

habitat Nucleated villages, surrounded by private
plots. Vast commons, whose access is not
restricted to residents.

residency  |Co-residency only concerns married couples,
with the occasional partaking of some
unmarried relative. Cognatic allegiancies are
frequently possible.

DionigiAlbera
1956




“Bauer” type

definition

habitat

Farmstead undividible. “You don’t inherit
property, you're inherited by it”.

Dispersed village, made of compact
farmsteads, often including the pastoral
assets. Commons of minor importance, also

iy irrelevant or non-existent.

residency

Extended family names derive from the
farmstead. In the hierarchy of co-residents of
different generations, the excluded from
inheritance rank lower.



Management of pasturelands

Undivided pastures Pastures divided into small units

Mél-ga Spora'val d| Non Trentlno - - ’ Alpe di Siusi, Seiseralm (Bolzano)
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Cattle breeding

Prevalentently for dairies Prevalently for meat
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Butter mould, ca. 25 kg, Malga Venegia, Primiero, early 1900 Cattle auction (Bolzano)
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Cheese making

Side product

Graukase paste, Sudtirol
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Sylvophile (forest-loving) peoples: the
pygmies attribute positive characteristics
to the forest because collective
prosperity depends on the forest, a
protective presence that gives
nourishment.

Sylvophobic (forest-hating) peoples: The Bantu
live in the cleared spaces from which they draw
their food resources. The nature of their
economic activity leads them to perceive the
forest as an alien, threatening, hostile reality.

Cultural determinism
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The two worlds of the African Pygmies
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The cultural construction of «Wilderness»

Sylvophobic culture Sylvophile culture
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Reintroduction of the brown bear in the Trentino, Bear hunt in Bavaria
«Life Ursus», ca. 1990
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Hunting customs

Indiscriminate withdrawal Selective withdrawal

Fowling nets, Venetian Prealps Lustermandl, lampholder on antlers, Stdtirol
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Hunting customs

Indiscriminate withdrawal Selective withdrawal




Public devotion

St. Felix

Tret



The coming of age
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Kinship terms

non = Gr Fa guck-nen = Gr Gr Fa
nona = Gr Mo guck-nénd! = Gr Gr Mo
nen, opa = Gr Fa
barba —~ Fa Br pare = Fa barba -~ Mo Br nena, nindl, oma = Gr Mo

anda = Fa Si mare = Mo anda = Mo Si
tata, fater - Fa fetter = Mo Br

mama, muoler = Mo basl = Mo Si

cozin «~ Fa Br So, Fa Si So ego cozin = Mo Br So, Mo 5i So

cozina = Fa Br Da, Fa Si Da fradel = Br cozina — Mo Br Da, Mo Si Da fetter = cousin ego fetter = cousin
sorela = Si basl = cousin bruoder = Br bas! = cousin

fetterle = Br So BRRHer = 5t fetterle = Si So

ned = Br So, Si So finl = So ned = Br So, Si So b
‘ e ‘ asl = Br D 2 - 5i D
nésa = Br Da, Si Da fioll = Da nésa = Br Da, Si Da 2 madb-u’a ;2" basl =5} Da
{ Cle -

enkel = Gr So

nipo = Gr So
enkelin = Gr Da

nipota = GrDa

In the Romance context, an articulated kinship In the Germanic context, a terminology of kinship
terminology suggests complex intra-family reduced to the bone seems to place its exclusive
relationships and interconnections along the emphasis on the central vertical axis of the “stump”
horizontal and diagonal axes of cognatic family, that is, on agnatic kinship.

relationships.

Tret St. Felix



Public devotion

Tret St. Felix



Folk costumes
(after Carl von Lutterotti, 1826-33)

Urban fashion Country style

BB L K S .
Val di Fiemme Oetztal



Brass bands

Naturistic attitude
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Brass band of Pergine Valsugana (Trento) Brass bamd of Villanders (Bolzano)
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Health & medicine

Naturopathy

«Allopathic» pharmacy
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Funerary customs

Urban attitude: the necropolis Naturistic attitude: the return to nature
1l ks e o ) s ‘”'..

Cemetery of Mezzolombardo, Trentino
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Table 6
CURRENT HOLDING SIZE®

St. Felix Tret St. Felix
(excluding (excluding (including
forest land): forest land): forest land):
Size No. of No. of No. of
(hectares) holdings (%) holdings (%) holdings (%)
Dwarf: up to 3 16 (25.8) 21 (42.0) 9 (14.3)
Small: 3-5 15 (24.2) 7 (14.0) 6 (9.7)
Medium: 6-10 21 (33.9) 16  (32.0) 19 (30.7)
Large: 11-15 7 (11.3) 3 1{6.0) 14 (22.6)
Large: over 15 3 (4.8) 3 (6.0) 14 (22.6)
Total: 62 (100.0) 50 (100.0) 62 (99.9)

Mean holding
size (hectares): 10

* Current holding size in this table represents the total amount of plowland,
meadow, and mountain meadow held by each estate. Forest land in Tret is owned
communally, each estate holding rights to an annual allotment of timber. Estates in

St. Felix own their own timberland.




Table
LIFE SITUATIONS OF

4
ADULTS IN ST. FELIX

Married, Hived locally

Left village permanently

Single,
Population surviving Natal lived
past age 20 Total holding Other* locally* Total Married Single* Migrant! Church*
Decade
born Total M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M P M F M 3
1920-29 60 26 34 20 23 1" 6 5 13 4 4 6 m 1 5 3 6 0 0 2 —
191019 19 15 24 10 13 5 a4 2 B 3 1 5 12 0 2 B 7 1 2 — 1
1900-09 47 i 16 17 7 6 0 5 7 (3 0 14 9 5 8 8 0 1 1 —_ —_
1890-99 47 14 29 " 22 3 5 3 L) 5 9 7 7 2 3 3 R 1 0 1 —
1860-89 89 51 38 24 15 9 0 4 9 11 6 27 23 RS 8 6 8 10 0 7 7
1870-79 60 n 29 2 16 7 0 4 10 10 6 10 13 3 6 2 2 3 0 2 5
1860-69 62 38 26 19 13 7 1 6 4 6 8 19 13 6 7 7 2 3 0 3 4
1850-59 107 50 57 37 30 n 1 7 16 19 13 13 7 3 14 8 9 2 0 — 4
1840-49 68 25 43 A 24 8 2 6 16 7 6 < 19 1 7 3 17" - - — 1
1830-39 42 22 20 15 8 A4 1 7 3 4 4 7 10 2 2 5 8 — —
1820-29 61 32 29 28 18 ) 3 5 7 15 a8 4 1" 1 2 3 9 — —_
1810-19 57 30 27 19 19 6 2 3 6 10 " 1" B 2 0 9 8 — —_—
1800-09 56 n 25 19 12 L) - 1 4 10 4 12 13 0 0 12 13 —_ —_
l’ohl: 400 396 261 220 93 29 58 M1 10 80 39 17 30 64 73 87 21 3 15 22

* Married into holding In either 5t, Felix or Unser Frau.

*Includes both full- and part-time residents.

*Since contact with the village was not maintained with all of these Indi-
viduals, some of them may eventually have married or joined the church, and many
are thought to have migrated to America,

‘ These are permanent migrants, mostly to the Americas. Other villagers who
went there and returned are Included as village residents.

* This includes men who became priests or monks and women who became
nuns or housekeepers for priests.

Table
LIFE SITUATIONS OF
Lived in
Population surviving
past age 20 Total Martied
Decade
born Total M F M F M F

1920-29 46 28 18 16 4 9 3
191019 29 16 13 5 4 5 3
190009 74 16 3d 15 m n 10
1890-99 55 5 30 n 9 9 4
1880-89 81 16 45 16 12 " 8
1870-79 79 7 42 22 14 15 6
1860-69 56 27 29 1 1 L] 9
1850-59 56 iz 19 A | 7 12 5
1840-49 a4 24 20 16 8 13 b
1830-39 33 16 17 9 3 7 1
1820-29 68 36 32 15 4 12 2
1610-19 44 26 22 6 3 6 1
160009 3 14 17 5 2 5 2
60

rom 358 342 167 94 123

* Includes both full- and part-time residents.

' Contact with the village was not maintained with all of these individuals,
Some of them may have married or migrated, It also includes those who joined
the church,

5

ADULTS IN TRET

Tret Left village permanently
Singfe* Total Married Single* Migrant’
M F M F M F M F M F
7 1 12 14 5 9 6 R} 1 1
0 1 1 9 3 8 7 1 1 (1]
4 1 21 27 1 13 14 13 6 1
2 5 14 21 0 14 10 7 4 0
5 4 20 33 4 22 13 7 3 *
7 8 15 28 1 14 7 1" 7 3
2 4 17 16 1 10 A 6 12 0
9 2 16 12 2 9 1 3 3 0
3 2 8 12 0 5 B 7 0 0
2 2 7 14 1 4 6 10 0 0
3 2 2 28 0 8 21 20 0 0
0 2 20 19 1 6 19 13 0 0
0 0 9 15 0 2 9 13 0 0

44 34 191 248 19 124 135 115 37 9

* These are permanent migrants, mostly to the Americas. Other villagers who
migrated and returned are included as village residents.




The «hidden frontier» between Romance and Germanic world in Upper Nonsberg



