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Executive Summary 
Building on the successful organization of the First Global Symposium on Farmers’ Rights in 2023, hosted 
by the Government of India, and pursuant to a request made at the Tenth Session of the Governing Body, the 
Government of the Philippines through the Department of Agriculture - Bureau of Plant Industry (DA-BPI), 
generously hosted the Second Global Symposium on Farmers’ Rights. The Governments of Italy, the 
Netherlands and Norway provided financial resources that made the organization of the Second Global 
Symposium on Farmers’ Rights possible.  

The Second Global Symposium on Farmers’ Rights was held from 16 to 19 September 2025, in Pasay City, 
Metro Manila, the Philippines.  

The Symposium was organized under the theme “Farmers' Rights: Honouring Heritage, Preserving 
Biodiversity, and Cultivating Food Security for a Shared Future.” It showcased notable experiences, best 
practices, innovative approaches, effective policies, valuable insights, and lessons learned in the 
implementation of Farmers' Rights as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty. The event served as a 
platform to present the Draft Assessment of the State of Implementation of Article 9 of the International 
Treaty. It also facilitated discussions aimed at exploring and gathering ideas for future approaches to 
protecting and promoting Farmers' Rights.  

Around 250 participants from 44 countries attended the symposium, including policymakers, farmers, 
farmer organizations, non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations, and intergovernmental 
organizations. The event was live-streamed on the Bureau of Plant Industry’s Facebook page and was 
viewed by over 8 000 people. 

This Executive Summary provides an overview of the Proceedings of the Second Global Symposium on 
Farmers’ Rights, which will be published at a later date, and this Executive Summary, as an information 
document, for the Eleventh Session of the Governing Body.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Overview 

Building on the successful organization of the First Global Symposium on Farmers’ Rights in 2023, hosted 
by the Government of India, and pursuant to a request made at the Tenth Session of the Governing Body, the 
Government of the Philippines through the Department of Agriculture - Bureau of Plant Industry, generously 
hosted the Second Global Symposium on Farmers’ Rights, held from 16 to 19 September 2025, in Pasay 
City, Metro Manila, the Philippines. The Governments of Italy, the Netherlands and Norway provided 
financial resources that made the organization of the Second Global Symposium on Farmers’ Rights 
possible.  

Around 250 participants from 44 countries attended the symposium, including policymakers, farmers, farmer 
organizations, non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations, and intergovernmental 
organizations. The event was live-streamed on the Bureau of Plant Industry’s Facebook page and was viewed 
by over 8 000 people. 

B. Overall objectives 

The Symposium was organized under the theme, “Farmers’ Rights: Honouring Heritage, Preserving 
Biodiversity, and Cultivating Food Security for a Shared Future.” The Symposium aimed to showcase 
notable experiences, best practices, innovative approaches, effective policies, valuable insights, and lessons 
learned in the implementation of Farmers’ Rights as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty. It served 
as a platform to present the Draft Assessment of the State of Implementation of Article 9 of the International 
Treaty. It facilitated discussion for exploring and gathering ideas for possible future approaches to protecting 
and promoting Farmers’ Rights, as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty.  

Programme structure and contents 

The Symposium was structured in three sections: the opening ceremony; thematic sessions and a field visit to 
international and national institutions for conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food 
and agriculture. 

The thematic sessions were as follows: 
(i) promotion and utilization of the Options for encouraging, guiding and promoting the realization of 

Farmers’ Rights as outlined in Article 9 of the International Treaty;  
(ii) update on the Draft Assessment of the State of Implementation of Article 9 of the International 

Treaty;  
(iii) opportunities for cooperation, collaboration and partnership to strengthen the implementation of 

Farmers’ Rights; and  
(iv) way forward and proposal for possible future approaches.  

In addition to thematic sessions, the event included the presentation of plaques of recognition to Filipino 
farmers and farming communities, acknowledging their role as custodians of traditional crops in the 
Philippines. Furthermore, two panel discussions were held: (a) reflections on the Draft Assessment on the 
State of Implementation of Article 9 of the International Treaty; and (b) experiences in promoting the 
implementation of Farmers’ Rights by farmers, civil society organizations, and non-governmental 
organizations. On the last day of the Symposium, participants had the opportunity to visit the International 
Rice Research Institute (IRRI), the University of the Philippines at Los Baños National Plant Genetic 
Resources Laboratory, and the BPI-Los Baños Field Genebank. 

II. THE OPENING CEREMONY 
High-level officials from the Philippines' Department of Agriculture attended the Symposium. Mr Gerald 
Glenn F. Panganiban, Director of the Bureau of Plant Industry, welcomed the participants and emphasized 
the agency’s commitment to strengthening initiatives that safeguard and protect Farmers’ Rights and ensure 
that farmers’ contributions are recognized, protected, and valued. FAO Representative in the Philippines, Mr 
Lionel Dabbadie, called for collective action to uphold Article 9 and all provisions of the International Treaty 
to benefit all farmers, especially amid climate volatility, declining biodiversity, and growing food insecurity. 
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Mr Kent Nnadozie, Secretary of the International Treaty, in a recorded video message, addressed the 
participants through a recorded message stating, “Farmers are stewards of agrobiodiversity, innovators of 
crop adaptation, and guardians of the genetic resources that sustain us... When we protect Farmers’ Rights, 
we plant the seeds of a more just, resilient, and food-secure world.” Ms Paz Benavidez II, the Chairperson of 
the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, remarked that “Farmers’ Rights are yet to 
be fully realized in most regions and countries but we have many success stories to inspire us. To truly honor 
the contributions of Indigenous Peoples, local communities, and smallholder farmers to the conservation and 
development of genetic resources, we must not ignore what they have made.”  

Mr Francisco Tiu Laurel, Jr, Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, in his keynote address delivered by 
Undersecretary Cheryl Natividad-Caballero, underscored the theme “Farmers’ Rights: Honouring Heritage, 
Preserving Biodiversity, and Cultivating Food Security for a Shared Future” as a reminder that Farmers’ 
Rights are not only about policies; they are about heritage, fairness, and ensuring on our tables today and 
tomorrow is secured by protecting the people who make it possible”. Mr Laurel emphasized that farmers 
have long been “custodians of biodiversity, the first breeders and innovators,” and urged the international 
community to honor their heritage and safeguard their rights to ensure food security for all.  

III. SUMMARY OF THE SESSIONS 

Introduction and setting the scene  

Ms Herminigilda Gabertan, Assistant Director of the Bureau of Plant Industry in the Philippines, introduced 
the context for the upcoming thematic sessions, explaining the purpose and expected results of the Second 
Global Symposium on Farmers’ Rights. She mentioned that the Philippines hosted this event at the invitation 
of the Governing Body to Contracting Parties at its Tenth Session in 2023. The symposium embraced the 
theme "Farmers’ Rights: Honouring Heritage, Preserving Biodiversity, and Cultivating Food Security for a 
Shared Future." She emphasized the need to highlight farmers' crucial role in preserving our planet's crop 
genetic diversity, honouring agricultural traditions across generations, and ensuring communities have access 
to sustainable and nutritious food. She expressed hope that the symposium would promote a future where 
farmers' rights are recognized, valued, and celebrated as vital to sustainable agriculture. Finally, she outlined 
the symposium’s objectives and the insights expected to be shared at the Eleventh Session of the Governing 
Body. 

Mr Mario Marino, Technical Officer at the Secretariat of the International Treaty, provided the updates and 
progress on the overall implementation of Farmers’ Rights. He emphasized the importance of Farmers’ 
Rights as a key thematic area within the framework of the International Treaty. Mr Marino highlighted 
several noteworthy achievements, including the development and publication of various resources and 
capacity-building materials aimed at promoting the realization of Farmers’ Rights, such as the Inventory,1 the 
Options,2 an educational module, and other information resources. He cited the Draft Assessment of the State 
of Implementation of Article 9 of the International Treaty, which was developed with inputs from the Ad Hoc 
Technical Experts Group on Farmers’ Rights (AHTEG-FR, the Expert Group), as the first comprehensive 
overview of the implementation of Farmers’ Rights on a global scale. Additionally, Marino provided an 
overview of recent developments in key international forums related to Farmers’ Rights. These included the 
United Nations Decade of Family Farming, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and 
Other People Working in Rural Areas (UNDROP), the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), the FAO Committee on World Food Security (CFS), the Post-2020 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, and the upcoming 2026 International Year of the 
Woman Farmer. He ended his presentation by reassuring the participants of the Secretariat’s commitment to 
support the process through continuous dialogue and capacity development activities. 

Ms Modester Kachapila-Milinyu, the Co-Chair of the AHTEG-FR, provided an overview of the work 
undertaken by the Expert Group. She started by recalling the establishment of the AHTEG-FR at the Seventh 
Session of the Governing Body in 2017, and the journey of the Expert Group to present. She then focused on 
the current mandates of the Expert Group: (i) review and agree to the outline for the assessment of the state 

 
1 Inventory of national measures that may be adopted, best practices and lessons learned from the realization of Farmers’ Rights, as 
set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty 
2 Options for encouraging, guiding and promoting the realization of Farmers’ Rights as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty 
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of implementation of Article 9 of the International Treaty, as contained in Annex 1 to Resolution 7/2023,3 
considering the compilation of the submissions; (ii) review the assessment of the state of implementation of 
Article 9 of the International Treaty, and provide conclusions for the Eleventh Session of the Governing 
Body; and (iii) provide advice to the Eleventh Session of the Governing Body on how the use of the Options, 
as contained in the Annex to Resolution 7/20224, can be promoted. She then explained the process and the 
outputs delivered by the Expert Group, which will be presented to the Eleventh Session of the Governing 
Body to consider possible further work on implementing Farmers’ Rights. 

Session 1: Promotion and utilization of the Options for encouraging, guiding and promoting the 
realization of Farmers’ Rights as outlined in Article 9 of the International Treaty 

The session was structured into two segments. The first segment was facilitated by Ms Yasmina El Bahloul, 
with Ms Gloria Otieno serving as the rapporteur. The speakers in this segment included Ms Isabel Cristina 
Echevarría Anyosa from Peru, Mr Mourtala Issa Zakari from Niger, Mr Niranjan Pudasaini representing 
Local Initiatives for Biodiversity, Research and Development, Ms Lorna Sister from the University of the 
Philippines at Los Baños, and Mr Daniel Wanjama from the Seed Savers Network in Kenya. 

The second segment was facilitated by Mr Riccardo Bocci, with Ms R. Rengalakshmi as the rapporteur. The 
speakers in this segment included Ms Michelle Adriamahazo from Madagascar, Ms Ndeye Awa Gueye from 
the Alliance for Food Sovereignty in Africa in Senegal, Ms Hazel Alfon from the Department of Agriculture 
in the Philippines, Mr Marcelo Vicente Tacan Perez from Ecuador, Mr Fredric Sanga from Malawi, Mr Peter 
Gendua from Papua New Guinea, and Mr Pitambar Shrestha, who contributed a recorded video presentation 
from the Community Seedbank in Nepal. 

All the speakers showcased the use of the “Options for encouraging, guiding and promoting the 
implementation of Farmers’ Rights, as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty”, featuring diverse 
country experiences. The presentations and discussion highlighted a variety of approaches—from policy 
advocacy and government programs to organic, agroecological, and participatory plant breeding methods—
that support farmer-managed seed systems alongside the formal seed systems. The role of institutions and 
community seed banks was emphasized, along with the importance of linking these efforts to broader 
conservation strategies. Participants expressed a consensus on the need for global measures to standardize 
procedures, protect heritage areas, and preserve traditional knowledge related to plant genetic resources 

Session 2: Update on the Draft Assessment of the State of Implementation of Article 9 of the 
International Treaty  

This session focused on the presentation of the Draft Assessment of the Implementation Status of Article 9 of 
the International Treaty (Draft Assessment), delivered by the Secretariat of the International Treaty. This 
draft Assessment was finalized at the request of the Governing Body and included information on the 
process, methodology, and key findings. The Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Farmers’ Rights and the 
Secretariat were commended for their efforts in finalizing the Draft Assessment. 

Panel discussion and reflections on the Draft Assessment of the State of Implementation of Article 9 of the 
International Treaty 

Session 2 continued with a panel discussion and reflections on the Assessment. The panelists thanked the 
Secretariat for its efforts in preparing a comprehensive assessment of the implementation of Article 9 of the 
International Treaty and recognized the collaborative efforts of the members of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert 
Group on Farmers’ Rights. The panelists acknowledged the progress made since 2007, highlighting progress 
since the Fourth Session of the Governing Body, including the availability of information resources such as 
the Inventory, the Options, and a draft assessment. Panelists noted significant gaps in the implementation of 
Farmers' Rights, particularly in legislative frameworks and reliance on external funding. Key issues 
identified include fragmented policies, barriers to seed-related activities, and insufficient public awareness. 
Panelists and participants proposed recommendations to the Governing Body of the Eleventh Session 
regarding next steps and follow-up for the Draft Assessment. 
 

 
3 Resolution 7/2023 - Implementation of Article 9, Farmers’ Rights 
4 Resolution 7/2022 - Implementation of Article 9, Farmers’ Rights 

https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/6229063a-560e-4318-88a9-4803c50957eb/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/8c9708d3-97b8-439c-bb60-742ac17f61b6/content
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Panel discussion on experiences in promoting the implementation of Farmers’ Rights by farmers, civil 
society organizations, and non-governmental organizations. 

This panel was facilitated by Mr Mario Maderazo, with Ms Jessica Power as the rapporteur. The panelists 
were Ms Irish Baguilat from Asian Farmers’ Association for Sustainable Rural Development in the 
Philippines, Mr Andrew Mushita from the Community Technology Development Trust in Zimbabwe, Mr 
Riccardo Bocci from Rete Semi Rurali in Italy, Mr Marciano Toledo Da Silva from the Movimiento dos 
Pequeños Agricultores in Brazil and Mr Homidi Edsla, a young farmer from the Philippines. This panel 
discussion brought together diverse experiences from farmers, civil society organizations and non-
governmental organizations, highlighting initiatives such as community seed banks, advocacy for financial 
mechanisms that favor smallholders, grassroots knowledge exchange, policy engagement, and efforts to 
embed Farmers’ Rights into national policies. The panelists described challenges, including polarization 
between formal and informal seed systems, power imbalances, limited awareness and education, restrictive 
legal frameworks, and the need for gender-inclusive approaches, especially in urban food systems. To scale 
up the implementation of Farmers’ Rights, the panelists described the need to strengthen farmer institutions, 
invest in farmer-managed seed systems, promote participatory breeding, support advocacy and government 
linkages, and advance policy reforms. Participants raised questions on linking Farmers’ Rights to food 
security, malnutrition, and commercialization, and emphasized the importance of household-level 
empowerment and municipal-level education on agrobiodiversity. The panel concluded that Farmers’ Rights 
are not only about conserving genetic resources, but about ensuring dignified livelihoods, equitable 
participation, and resilient food systems. Scaling up requires a range of instruments, including policy reform, 
financial support and funding, gender empowerment, and recognition of farmers, women, Indigenous 
Peoples, and local communities as co-creators and custodians of agrobiodiversity. 

Session 3: Opportunities for cooperation, collaboration and partnership to strengthen the 
implementation of Farmers’ Rights 

The session was facilitated by Mr Andrew Mushita, with Ms Titilayo Adebola as the rapporteur. The 
speakers in this session included Ms Adebola Titilayo from the University of Aberdeen in the United 
Kingdom, Ms Gloria Otieno from the Alliance Bioversity and CIAT in Kenya, Ms Normita Ignacio from 
Southeast Asia Regional Initiatives for Community Empowerment, Mr Santosh Shrestha from Oxfam Novib, 
and Ms Mary Ann Sayoc from the Asia and Pacific Seed Association. The speakers featured diverse 
examples and experiences of opportunities for cooperation, collaboration, and partnerships that promote the 
implementation of Farmers’ Rights. It further explored and discussed opportunities for cooperation, 
collaboration, and partnerships to strengthen the implementation of Farmers’ Rights. It covered potential 
support and linkages with other relevant instruments and institutions to enhance the understanding of 
Farmers' Rights, while also addressing the challenges associated with their realization. The panelists 
emphasized the importance of targeted capacity-building, improved financing and funding mechanisms, 
collaboration among stakeholders, and increased inclusivity—particularly in terms of the involvement of 
youth, women, and Indigenous Peoples. A crucial area for future initiatives is the promotion of effective 
cooperation and partnerships across South-South, South-North, and North-South contexts to advance 
Farmers’ Rights. Facilitating these multidirectional exchanges will enable countries to learn from one 
another, share best practices, and collaboratively develop contextually relevant strategies. Panelists noted that 
it is crucial to consider Farmers’ Rights in broader discussions on conservation, sustainable use, and access to 
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. Rather than being addressed separately, Farmers’ Rights 
should be incorporated into wider conversations about biodiversity, food security, climate change adaptation, 
new and emerging technologies, and sustainable development. Moreover, mainstreaming Farmers’ Rights 
within these global policy arenas will not only strengthen their implementation but also reinforce the 
recognition of farmers as key stakeholders in addressing the most pressing challenges of our time. 

Session 4: Ways forward and proposals for future work on Farmers’ Rights 

The last session was facilitated by Ms Regine Andersen, with the Secretariat of the International Treaty as 
the rapporteur. In this session, the rapporteurs presented the summaries and key takeaways from their 
respective sessions and panel discussions, followed by an open discussion. Drawing on the insights gained 
from the discussions - the subsequent section presents the summary recommendations for future work on 
Farmers’ Rights from the participants of the Second Global Symposium. 
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IV. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE WORK ON FARMERS’ 
RIGHTS 

Based on the summary discussions, the suggestions and recommendations for future work on Farmers’ 
Rights relate to six categories: 

1. Raise awareness and promote implementation  
Continue to raise awareness of Farmers' Rights across various regions and encourage the use of the 
“Options for encouraging, guiding, and promoting the realization of Farmers' Rights as set out in 
Article 9 of the International Treaty (the Options).” To support broader understanding and 
implementation, the Options could be grouped into sets of practices with examples provided for 
each. This approach may help support the use of these Options for implementing Farmers' Rights in 
different countries. 

a. Organize additional seminars and webinars focused on understanding Farmers’ Rights. 
b. Establish and promote platforms for multistakeholder dialogues at the national and regional 

levels.  

2. Share experiences and foster collaboration  
Continue sharing related experiences related to the realization of Farmers’ Rights through the 
following actions:  

a. Initiate an international community of practice to enable continuous sharing of experiences 
in implementing the Options. 

b. Promote South-South collaboration to share ideas and experiences on integrating farmer-
managed seed systems into legislation and policies that safeguard Farmers’ Rights. 

c. Prepare case studies documenting the implementation of Farmers’ Rights. 
d. Organize global symposia on Farmers’ Rights that include more farmers – ensuring they are 

given a voice and encouraged to actively participate—as well as more delegates from the 
Governing Body of the International Treaty. 

e. Facilitate the connections between national focal points and other stakeholders, especially 
farmers, in the different countries to encourage collaboration. 
 

3. Follow up on the Assessment of the State of Implementation of Article 9 of the International 
Treaty: 

a. Develop a targeted action plan for the Governing Body to address identified gaps and needs 
emerging from the Assessment, supporting Contracting Parties in implementing Farmers’ 
Rights. 

b. Encourage documentation by Contracting Parties on the implementation of Farmers’ Rights, 
including the use of the Options when submitting national compliance reports. 

c. Regularly update the Assessment to monitor progress and trends in the implementation of 
Farmers’ Rights over time. 

d. Define clear success indicators to enable governments to measure and evaluate their efforts 
in implementing Farmers’ Rights. 

4. Promote cooperation and partnerships with relevant international institutions to advance 
Farmers’ Rights: 

a. Foster collaboration across regions - with South-South, North-South, and North-North 
partnerships for the implementation of Farmers’ Rights. 

b. Strengthen engagement with international bodies and organizations, such as the Convention 
on Biological Diversity (CBD) and relevant human rights institutions. 

b. Explore possibilities of how the private seed sector may contribute to the realization of 
Farmers’ Rights. 

c. Facilitate connections between national focal points and stakeholders across countries to 
encourage cross-border collaboration and knowledge exchange. 

5. Strengthen the process of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group (AHTEG-FR):  
a. Formalize the AHTEG-FR as a standing, permanent body under the International Treaty to 

ensure continuity and sustained expertise. 
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6. Mobilize financial support for the implementation of Article 9: 
a. Facilitate meaningful farmer participation in meetings and decision-making processes 

related to plant genetic resources and Farmers’ Rights as set out in Article 9 of the 
International Treaty. 

b. Examine synergies between farmer-managed seed systems and formal seed systems to 
enhance the realization of Farmers’ Rights. 

c. Assess the implications of digital sequence information on Farmers’ Rights and explore 
responsive measures. 

d. Develop harmonized legal and policy frameworks to support the mainstreaming of Farmers’ 
Rights across jurisdictions. 

e. Draft a model law to guide national implementation and strengthen legal recognition of 
Farmers’ Rights.  

V. CONCLUSION 
The Second Global Symposium showcased a diverse range of practical experiences and innovative 
approaches for implementing Farmers' Rights as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty. It highlighted 
the critical role that farmers play as conservers and innovators of agrobiodiversity, as well as their vital 
contributions to global food security. The discussion inspired participants to promote recognition of these 
roles within their respective countries or areas of work. One of the main sessions addressed the use of the 
Options as a practical tool for realizing Farmers' Rights, offering insights into relevant policies and 
legislation. It is anticipated that this information will encourage continued use of the Options framework and 
enhance awareness across regions. Furthermore, the presentation of the Draft Assessment of the State of 
Implementation of Article 9 of the International Treaty received positive feedback. The Second Global 
Symposium also facilitated the sharing of experiences and the importance of cooperation, collaboration, and 
partnerships in strengthening the implementation of Farmers’ Rights. It highlighted the need to reinforce and 
support farmer seed networks and improve farmer seed exchange platforms. It called for greater global 
recognition of farmers' roles in agrobiodiversity and food security. 

The key outcomes and discussion recommendations are expected to contribute to the discussion on possible 
future work on Farmers' Rights, to be considered by the Governing Body at its Eleventh Session. 
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