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Background 
 
Fisheries and aquaculture make a significant contribution to food security and nutrition and the 
livelihoods of millions of people around the world. In 2016, Asia accounted for 55 percent of the world’s 
marine and inland capture fisheries production1 and 89.4 percent of the world’s aquaculture production2. 
In addition, Asia accounted for 85 percent (50.7 million) of the global population engaged in the primary 
sector of fisheries and aquaculture and accounted for 75 percent (3.5 million) of the total number of 
fishing vessels in the world.3  In recent years capture fisheries production has levelled off and more 
fisheries have become overexploited. Fish stocks are threatened by, among others, overcapacity, 
pollution, habitat modification, climate change, and illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing.  
 
IUU fishing includes fishing and fishing-related activities conducted in contravention of national, regional 
and international laws; non-reporting, misreporting or under-reporting of information on fishing 
operations and their catches; fishing by “Stateless” vessels; fishing in convention areas of Regional 
Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs) by non-party vessels; fishing activities which are not 
regulated by States and cannot be easily monitored and accounted for. 
 
IUU fishing results in economic losses to countries with equally significant impacts on livelihoods and is 
increasingly being associated with organized criminal behavior such as tax and financial crimes, labour 
abuses and slavery, human trafficking, smuggling and the dumping of toxic waste at sea.  Countries unable 
to fulfil international obligations for fisheries management and governance also risk incurring trade 
sanctions on their fisheries exports. IUU fishing occurs not just in the high seas but also within exclusive 
economic zones (EEZs) and can be carried out by foreign as well as national vessels.  
 
Countries and partners are guided in their efforts to address IUU fishing through international instruments 
including the Code of Conduct For Responsible Fisheries (CCRF), International Plan of Action to Prevent, 

                                                           
1 FAO. 2018. Global capture production 1950-2016. Available at http://www.fao.org/fishery/statistics/global-
capture-production/query/en (accessed on 16 August 2018). The figure excludes aquatic mammals, alligators and 
caimans, seaweeds and other aquatic plants. 
2 FAO. 2018. Global aquaculture production 1950-2016. Available at http://www.fao.org/fishery/statistics/global-
aquaculture-production/query/en (accessed on 16 August 2018). The figure refers to food fish only and excludes 
aquatic plants and non-food products. 
3 FAO. 2018. The state of world fisheries and aquaculture. Meeting the Sustainable Development Goals. Rome, 
FAO. Available at http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/I9540EN/  

http://www.fao.org/fishery/statistics/global-capture-production/query/en
http://www.fao.org/fishery/statistics/global-capture-production/query/en
http://www.fao.org/fishery/statistics/global-aquaculture-production/query/en
http://www.fao.org/fishery/statistics/global-aquaculture-production/query/en
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/I9540EN/
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Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (IPOA-IUU), the United Nations 
Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and 
Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (UNFSA), the Port States Measures Agreement (PSMA), and the FAO 
Agreement to Promote Compliance with International Conservation and Management Measures by 
Fishing Vessels on the High Seas. ASEAN Member States through the assistance of the Southeast Asian 
Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC) have developed the ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry 
of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain.  Combatting IUU is essential 
in order to achieve SDG 144. SDG Indicator 14.6.1, which is under FAO custodianship is “Progress by 
countries in the degree of implementation of international instruments aiming to combat illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing”.  
 
The transboundary nature of IUU fishing means that regional coordination and governance are essential 
to underpin national efforts. In this respect, regional fishery bodies have an important role to play. In the 
Asia-Pacific region, FAO has for many years supported efforts to combat IUU fishing, including through 
the work of the Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC) and in collaboration with regional fishery bodies 
and regional partners.   
 
Several countries in South and Southeast Asia have requested assistance from FAO in addressing IUU 
fishing. The requests broadly include support to review, update and harmonize national laws; to 
strengthen national strategies and policies; support to awareness raising and capacity development on all 
areas of work in relation to addressing IUU (such as monitoring, control and surveillance, and vessel 
inspection); and support to prepare documents of accession to key global agreements (PSMA and UNFSA). 
Countries are being provided assistance through technical cooperation projects and through FAO’s Global 
Capacity Development Programme to Support the Implementation of the PSMA. 
 
Many countries in Asia have made good progress in addressing IUU fishing but important gaps still exist 
at the national and regional levels.  At regional level, governance and exchange of information and 
coordination need to be strengthened. Countries and stakeholders have requested support to analyse, 
plan and implement their own strategies.  Gaps exist in the analysis of their sector’s institutional and 
governance frameworks. In 2016, FAO Member Countries requested FAO to prioritize work on combatting 
IUU fishing and implementing PSMA in the region. In response, the FAO Regional Office for Asia and the 
Pacific developed a regional technical cooperation project which was considered by the APFIC Executive 
Committee as an important part of the efforts to combat IUU fishing. 
 
The regional technical cooperation project, Support to countries to address illegal, unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing (TCP/RAS/3621), has the following outputs and activities: 
 

 Output 1: Regional capacity coordination and governance mechanisms to support countries in 
addressing IUU strengthened 

o Activity 1.1 Regional strategy and action plan to address IUU  
o Activity 1.2 Guidelines and good practice developed including a technical review of 

appropriate methodologies to better understand and monitor the impact of IUU in the 
APFIC region 

 

                                                           
4 FAO DG statement to the Oceans Conference, UN New York,  8-6-17 : http://www.fao.org/about/who-we-
are/director-gen/faodg-statements/detail/en/c/892858/   

http://www.fao.org/about/who-we-are/director-gen/faodg-statements/detail/en/c/892858/
http://www.fao.org/about/who-we-are/director-gen/faodg-statements/detail/en/c/892858/


3 
 

 Output 2: National plans of action to address IUU developed in two countries and strengthened 
in three 

o Activity 2.1 Consultations in at least 5 member countries in developing NPOA-IUU and 
preparing accession documents to the PSMA and other international fisheries agreements 
as required 

o Activity 2.2 Support to the development of national strategies for combatting IUU and 
implementing the PSMA (through mapping and gap analysis) 

 

 Output 3: Capacity support to develop a regional program and partnership to address IUU 
o Activity 3.1 Stakeholder consultations to identify national and regional priorities for 

partnership strengthening and the identification of program elements 
 
Objectives and expected outputs of the inception workshop 
 
The inception workshop will bring together the representatives from the five participating countries 
(Bangladesh, Cambodia, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam) and regional partners to: 
 

 Exchange information on national, sub-regional, and regional activities being undertaken to 
address IUU fishing 

 Review the project results framework and implementation approach 

 Develop national and regional work plans to achieve the objectives of the project 
 
At the end of the inception workshop, the work plans and implementation arrangements at the national 
and regional levels will have been developed and agreed. 
 
Participation 
 
Each participating country will be requested to nominate two participants to the workshop: the national 
project coordinator and another person who is closely involved with the work on addressing IUU fishing 
in the country. 
 
Representatives of regional partners and projects will also be invited. 
 
Process 
 
The inception workshop will involve a combination of plenary presentations and discussions and working 
group sessions. 
 
Plenary presentations 
The two participants from each participating country will be requested to jointly prepare a 15-minute 
presentation on the following: 
 

 Key issues related to IUU fishing in the country 

 Examples of IUU fishing activities in the country 

 Drivers of IUU fishing in the country 

 Initiatives to address IUU fishing in the country 

 Gaps that need to be addressed to eliminate IUU fishing in the country 
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Invited representatives from regional partners and projects will be requested to prepare a 10-minute 
presentation on their institution’s/project’s activities related to addressing IUU fishing. 
 
Working group session 
 
Participants will be divided into working groups to discuss and prepare detailed work plans in accordance 
with the project results framework. 
 
Plenary discussion 
 
The outputs of the working group session will be presented and discussed during the plenary. 
 
 
Contact persons 
 
Ms. Susana V. Siar 
Fishery and Aquaculture Officer 
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 
Email: Susana.Siar@fao.org 
Tel: + 66 2 697 4345 
 
 
Ms. Chanphen Bhawangkananth 
Office Assistant, NRM-Fi 
FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific  
Email: Chanphen.Bhawangkananth@fao.org 
Tel: +66 2 697 4174 
 
 
  

mailto:Susana.Siar@fao.org
mailto:Chanphen.Bhawangkananth@fao.org
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Provisional Agenda 
 

Inception workshop 

Support to countries to address illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing  
TCP/RAS/3621 

 
13–15 November 2018, Bangkok, Thailand 

 

Time Agenda Resource person (s) 

13 November 2018, Tuesday 

08.30 – 09.00 Registration Secretariat 

09.00 – 09.15 Opening session 
Welcome remarks 

 
 

09.15 – 09.30  Self-introduction of participants All participants 

09.30 – 09.45 Background and objectives of the 
workshop 

Ms. Susana Siar 
FAORAP Fishery and Aquaculture Officer 

09.45 – 10.15 Group photo followed by coffee 
break 

 

   

Presentations from FAO 
 
Each presentation will be followed by discussion. 
 

10.15 – 10.45  International instruments and 
complementary tools to combat 
IUU fishing 

Ms. Sarah Lenel 
FIAO Consultant, FAO Rome 

10.45 – 11.15  FAO PSMA+ Global Capacity 
Development Programme 

Mr. Lorenzo Coppola 
FIAO Consultant, FAO Rome 

   

Presentations from participating countries 
 
Representatives from each participating country are requested to prepare a presentation addressing 
the following: 

 Key issues related to IUU fishing in the country 

 Examples of IUU fishing activities in the country 

 Drivers of IUU fishing in the country 

 Initiatives to address IUU fishing in the country 

 Gaps that need to be addressed to eliminate IUU fishing in the country 
 
Each presentation will be followed by discussion. 
 

11.15 – 11.45 Bangladesh  
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11.45 – 12.15 Cambodia   

12.15 – 13.15 Lunch  

   

Presentations from participating countries (continued) 

13.15 – 13.45 Myanmar  

13.45 – 14.15 Thailand   

14.15 – 14.45 Viet Nam  

   

Presentations from regional partners and projects 
 
Representatives from regional partners and projects are requested to prepare a presentation on their 
institution’s/project’s activities related to addressing IUU fishing. 
 
Each presentation will be followed by discussion. 

   

14.45 – 15.05 Southeast Asian Fisheries 
Development Center (SEAFDEC) 

Dr. Worawit Wanchana 
Policy and Program Coordinator a.i. 

15.05 – 15.25 Coffee break  

15.25 – 15.45 Bay of Bengal Programme Inter-
governmental Organisation 
(BOBP-IGO) 

Dr. Yugraj Yadava 
Director 

15.45 – 16.05 The Oceans and Fisheries 
Partnership (USAID Oceans) 

Ms. Araya Poomsaringkarn 
Partnerships and Industry Engagement 
Specialist 

16.05 – 16.25 Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation 
(CSIRO) 

Dr. Chris Wilcox 
Senior Principal Research Scientist 

16.25 – 16.45 Sustainable Management of the 
Bay of Bengal Large Marine 
Ecosystem (BOBLME) Programme 
(Phase 2) 

Ms. Susana Siar 
FAORAP Fishery and Aquaculture Officer 

16.45 – 17.05 Enabling Transboundary 
Cooperation for Sustainable 
Management of the Indonesian 
Sea (ISLME) 

Mr. David Brown 
ISLME Regional Coordinator 

17.05 Close of the day  

   

14 November 2018, Wednesday 

08.30 – 08.40 Recap of previous day  

08.40 – 09.25 Review and discussion of the 
project results framework 

Ms. Susana Siar 

09.25 – 10.10 Review and discussion of the 
implementation approach 

Ms. Susana Siar 

10.10 – 10.30 Coffee break  

10.30 – 12.30 Working group session on 
national and regional/sub-
regional work planning 
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12.30 – 13.30 Lunch  

13.30 – 14.00 Working group session on 
national and regional/sub-
regional work planning 
(continued) 

 

   

Presentation and discussion of national and regional/sub-regional work plans 

14.00 – 14.20 Bangladesh  

14.20 – 14.40 Cambodia  

14.40 – 15.00 Myanmar  

15.00 – 15.20 Coffee break  

15.20 – 15.40 Thailand  

15.40 – 16.00 Viet Nam  

16.00 – 16.30 Regional and sub-regional work 
plans 

 

16.30 – 16.45  Next steps  

16.45 – 17.00 Briefing on fishing port visit  

17.00 Close of the day  

   

15 November 2018, Thursday 

Visit to a fishing port to learn from the on-the-ground experiences of Thailand in addressing IUU 
fishing 

07.30 Leave for fishing port  

12.00 Workshop close and back to 
FAORAP 

 

 
 


