
Background

Fish and fishery products are among the 
world’s most traded food commodities with 
millions of people depending on fisheries 
as a source of jobs, income and livelihoods. 
In 2016, FAO data indicates that 59 
million people were directly engaged in 
the primary sector of capture fisheries and 
aquaculture *.

Social Responsibility has become a major 
concern in fisheries due to cases of labour 
rights, violations and human rights abuses, 
which have been found at different stages 
of the fisheries value chain. In particular, 
the media has highlighted cases in fish 
harvesting, farming and processing stages. 

As a result of the increased awareness, 
industry associations, labour unions 
and policymakers have undertaken 
initiatives aiming to address current 
weaknesses, seeking remedies and 
improving performance through increased 

monitoring, transparency, traceability and 
certification.

Hence, numerous international and 
national initiatives are now calling for 
increased social responsibility and 
improvements of social and labour 
conditions in fisheries value chains. 
Such initiatives are increasingly 
supported by governments, non-
governmental organizations, industry, 
certification schemes and international 
governmental organizations and agencies. 

FAO

The FAO Sub-Committee on Fish Trade 
has a specific mandate to promote social 
sustainability in fisheries value chains, 
mainly the recognition and protection 
of human and labour rights in national 
and international value chains, and to 
collaborate with international partner 
organizations – such as International 
Labour Organization (ILO), United 
Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD), Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) and others.

Dialogue objectives 

In line with the mandate from FAO COFI 
to promote social sustainability in fisheries 
and aquaculture value chains, the Dialogue 
will foster an open discussion on measures 
to promote human rights and decent work. 
In particular, the Dialogue will focus on the 
draft FAO guidance on social responsibility 
that will be presented to the FAO Sub-
Committee on Fish Trade in November 
2019.

The Brussels Dialogue provides a great 
opportunity for FAO to present the 
outline of guidance to stakeholders in 
the sector and for participants to provide 
feedback, comments, suggestions 
and inputs. Thus, concerns and gaps 
can be addressed, making the final 
document more inclusive and robust. 
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* FAO. 2018.  The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2018 – Meeting the sustainable development goals. Rome.



“Brussels Dialogue on Socially Responsible Fisheries and Aquaculture Value Chains

10:30-10:45 Welcoming address by Mr Rodrigo de Lapuerta,  Director FAO Liaison Office with the EU and 
Belgium
Opening Statement by
•	 Mr Audun Lem,  Deputy Director of the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

10:45-11:15 Introduction of the document: explanation of the work, objectives and approach 
•	 Ms Katrina Nakamura, Founder of the Sustainability Incubator for Sustainable Seafood 
•	 Mr Francisco Blaha, Fishery Specialist 

11:15-11:45 Q&A discussion

Panel 1: What are the major existing risks in fish value chains?

11:45-12:30

Moderator: Ms Shivani Kannabhiran, Policy Advisor at the Responsible Business Conduct unit 
of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
 
•	 Ms Tania Woodcock, Project Manager at the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership (SFP)  
•	 Ms Michaela Archer, Head of Insight at Seafish 
•	 Mr Kirill Buketov, International Officer of the International Union of Food and Allied Workers’ 

Associations (IUF) 
•	 Ms Yanti Djuari, Chairman of the Indonesia Pole & Line and Handline Tuna Fisheries 

12:30-13:00 Open discussion: Participants are encouraged to ask questions, share experiences and make com-
ments or suggestions

13:00-14:00 Lunch Break

Panel 2: How risks can be mitigated with a due diligence approach ?

14:00-14:45

Moderator: Mr David Vivas, Legal Officer at the Trade, Environmental, Climate Change and Sus-
tainable Development Branch of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCT-
AD) 

 
•	 Mr Matthew Cox, CEO at North Atlantic Fish and Trustee Board Member at Human Rights at Sea
•	 Ms Luz Baz, Inspector of the International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF) 
•	 Mr Nuno Cosme, Corporate Director of Sustainability at Grupo Nueva Pescanova  
•	 Mr Sudari Pawiro, National Chief Technical Advisor of the SMART Fish Project  
•	 Ms Tulika Bansal, Senior Adviser of the Danish Institute for Human Rights

14:45-15:30 Open discussion: Participants are encouraged to ask questions, share experiences and make com-
ments or suggestions

15:30-16:00 Closure by Mr Marcio Castro de Souza, Senior Fishery Officer of the FAO Fisheries and Aquacul-
ture Department, and Secretary of the FAO Sub-Committee on Fish Trade (COFI:FT)

Follow us on Twitter: @FAOfish   #sociallyresponsible ##SEG19
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