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Results

The mapping exercise further assessed if membership 
fees were applicable among new members who 
joined farmer organizations. Analysis of the data 
showed that  a membership fee was applicable in 
96 percent (n=413) of the farmer organizations, 
with no major variation across the districts. 
The average membership application fee was  
MWK 4 543 ranging from MWK 1 036 in Mulanje 
to MWK 9 750 in Chitipa district. Further analysis 
showed that the membership application fee was 
highest in the northern region with an average 
membership of MWK 6 905 compared with the 

central region whose average was MWK 3 854 and 
the southern region whose average was MWK 2 766. 
Figure 3 shows the average membership application 
fee by district.

By type of farmer organization, the membership 
application fee was highest amongst the cooperatives 
with the average fee estimated at MWK 5 709, 
followed by the farmer associations at MWK 4 534 
and FFS networks at MWK 3 108 as indicated in 
Figure 4 below. 

Table 3: Farmer organization membership by sex and age 

District Male Female Total 18–35 years 36–55 
Years

> 55 
Years

Chiradzulu 649 (50%) 648 (50%) 1 297 397 (31%) 759 141

Chitipa 1 426 (56%) 1 106 (44%) 2 532 661 (26%) 1 471 400

Karonga 2 245 (37%) 3 797 (63%) 6 042 1 430 (24%) 3 957 655

Kasungu 6 772 (43%) 9 001 (57%) 15 773 4 171 (26%) 9 916 1 686

Mulanje 705 (39%) 1 108 (61%) 1 813 466 (28%) 1 055 292

Mzimba 5 740 (39%) 9 125 (61%) 14 865 4 143 (28%) 8 984 1 738

Nkhatabay 1 621 (45%) 1 988 (55%) 3 609 666 (18%) 2 355 588

Nkhotakota 3 426 (57%) 2 567 (43%) 5 993 1 469 (25%) 3 654 870

Salima 2 231 (42%) 3 023 (58%) 5 254 1 579 (30%) 2 924 751

Thyolo 2 887 (39%) 4 538 (61%) 7 425 1 350 (18%) 5 073 1 002

Total 27 702 (43%) 36 901 (57%) 64 603 16 332 (25%) 40 148 8 123

Source: Samuel Kirichu. 2022. Assessment data. Lilongwe. FAO Malawi. 

Figure 4: Average membership application fee by district

 
Source: Samuel Kirichu. 2022. Assessment data. Lilongwe. FAO Malawi.
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Annex 3: Geospatial profile of apex farmer organizations assessed          

Source: Margaret Mugo, 2022, M&E and IM infographics, Lilongwe, FAO Malawi.

Map of Malawi complies with UN. 2020 map of the world














