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AGENDA “Investing for more and better

08.15-08.45

08.45-09.05

09.05-10.30

10.30 -11.00

11.00-12.30

12.30-14.00

14.00-15.30

14.00-15.30

16.00 -17.30

18.00 - 20.00

08.30-09.00

09.00-10.30

10.30-11.00

11.00 -12.30

12.30-14.00

14.00-15.30

15.30-16.00

agrifood jobs”

Day 1: Wednesday, 9 July (Iraq Room, A-235)

Welcome coffee

Opening remarks from FAO Director-General and Chief Economist

Setting the scene: investing for more and better agrifood jobs

Coffee Break

Policies and enabling environment for investing in agrifood Jobs

Lunch

Investing in jobs through value addition: the power of innovation and finance
Coffee Break

Investing in jobs through value addition: country examples

Evening reception

Day 2: Thursday, 10 July (Iraq Room, A-235)

Welcome coffee

Investing in small and medium enterprise development for job creation
Coffee Break

Investing in youth to access agrifood jobs

Lunch

Partners panel: investing in collaboration for greater impact

Closing remarks from FAO Deputy Director-General




WEDNESDAY 09 JULY 2025
IRAQ ROOM (A-235)

FAO Director-General Qu Dongyu will open the thirteenth
edition of Investment Days 2025, followed by a video
address from FAO Chief Economist Maximo Torero

INVESTING FOR MORE AND BETTER
AGRIFOOD JOBS

Leading specialists on the future of jobs will set the stage for two
days of dialogue. They will examine current and future trends
affecting the jobs market in different country settings, including the
adoption of new technologies. They will evaluate the magnitude of
the challenges in addressing job needs.

KEYNOTES:

Ms Daria Krivonos, CEO, Copenhagen Institute for Futures Studies,
Copenhagen, Denmark

Ms Eliana Carranza, Global Lead for Labor and Skills,
The World Bank, Washington D.C., USA

Mr Qu Dongyu
Director-General, FAO, Rome, Italy

Mr Maximo Torero

Chief Economist, Economic and Social
Development Department, FAO,
Rome, Italy

HOSTS

Mr Nuno Santos
Deputy Director, FAO Investment Centre

Ms Béatrice Ngirabacu
Project Management Specialist, FAO
Investment Centre

REMARKS

Mr Ashok Dalwai

Chairman, Institute for Social and
Economic Change and Chairman,
Karnataka Agriculture Price Commission,
Government of Karnataka, India

MODERATOR

Mr Mohamed Manssouri
Director, FAO Investment Centre,
Rome, Italy



POLICIES AND ENABLING ENVIRONMENT FOR
INVESTING IN AGRIFOOD JOBS

The agrifood sector employs over 1.3 billion people and plays a vital
role in global income and job creation. This session will first look

at some of the data behind agrifood sector jobs before focusing

on policies to generate employment in low- and middle-income
countries. It will examine strategies by the public sector that can
support innovation, improved wages and better working conditions.

KEYNOTE: Mr Luc Christiaensen
Lead Agricultural Economist, The World Bank,

Washington D.C., USA

SESSION 2.1

INVESTING IN JOBS THROUGH VALUE ADDITION:
THE POWER OF INNOVATION AND FINANCE

14:00-15:30

Agrifood systems hold tremendous potential to create jobs through
value addition. This first panel will explore global perspectives on
how innovation and finance can transform agrifood value chains into
engines of quality and inclusive employment, highlighting blended
finance, digital solutions and public-private partnerships.
KEYNOTE: Mr Christophe Alliot

Co-founder and Head of Research, BASIC,
Paris, France

SESSION 2.2

INVESTING IN JOBS THROUGH VALUE
ADDITION: COUNTRY EXAMPLES

16:00-17:30

This second panel will spotlight country-level experiences,
showcasing how governments, cooperatives, youth-led enterprises
and agribusinesses are expanding market access and generating
quality jobs.

KEYNOTE: Mr Brent Malahay

Group Chief Strategy Officer, Equity Group Holdings Plc,
Nairobi, Kenya

PANEL

Ms Carolina Trivelli

Senior Researcher, Instituto de Estudios
Peruanos (IEP), former Minister of
Development and Social Inclusion,
Lima, Peru

Mr Ashok Dalwai

Chairman, Institute for Social and
Economic Change and Chairman,
Karnataka Agriculture Price Commission,
Government of Karnataka, India

Mr Augustine Mayabi

National Project Coordinator for the Kenya
National Youth Opportunities Towards
Advancement, Nairobi, Kenya (TBC)

Mr Kola Masha
Founder and Managing Director, Babban
Gona (Nigerian agri-SME), Ikeja, Nigeria

MODERATOR

Ms Atisha Kumar
Economist, FAO Investment Centre

PANEL

Ms Thouraya Triki

Director, International Partners, EIB
Global, European Investment Bank (EIB),
Luxembourg, Luxembourg

Mr Lionel Dieu
Fund Manager of AgriFi, Brussels, Belgium

Mr Mohammad Hossein Jarrahi
Professor, University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, USA

Mr Paulrasu Chellamuthu

Secretary for Horticulture and Agriculture
Departments, Government of Himachal
Pradesh Shimla, India

MODERATOR

Ms Anne-Christelle Ott
Economist, FAO Investment Centre

PANEL

Ms Jelena Krivéevié¢

Director, Regional Development Agency
for Bjelasica, Komovi and Prokletije,
Berane, Montenegro

Mr Steve Hartrich

Systems Change Initiative Project
Manager at International Labour
Organization (ILO), Geneva, Switzerland
Mr Anil Kumar SG

Founder and Managing Director,
Samunnati Agri Value Chain Solutions,
Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India

Ms Victoria Mwafulirwa
Founder and Managing Director
Homes Industries, Karonga, Malawi

MODERATOR

Mr Tommaso Alacevich
Economist, FAO Investment Centre



THURSDAY 10 JULY 2025
IRAQ ROOM (A-235)

INVESTING IN SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISE
DEVELOPMENT FOR JOB CREATION

Rural small and medium enterprises (SMEs) are essential players to
generate employment opportunities in the rural space. Panellists

in this session will discuss key factors impacting the growth of
SMEs, including the enabling environment (policies and regulations),
access to finance and business development services. Attention will
be drawn to the differences in labour demand by SMEs at different
stages of their growth trajectory.

KEYNOTE: Mr Marco Marchese

Policy Analyst, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities,
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Paris,
France

INVESTING IN YOUTH TO ACCESS
AGRIFOOD JOBS

Empowering and equipping rural youth with the knowledge, skills
and resources to access more and better jobs in agrifood systems
is essential for inclusive and sustainable development. This session
will explore strategies to prepare young people for employment or
entrepreneurship aligned with evolving labour market demands,
technologies and demographic trends. It will feature experiences
that support learning and employment through formal, non-formal
and informal education, as well as start-up business incubation,
acceleration and related initiatives. It aims to highlight practical
approaches to strengthening capacities and improving access to
decent work for youth in agrifood systems.

STORYTELLING:

Ms Gulkaiyr Kubanychbekova
Founder and Director, Umai Eco LLC, Kyrgyz Republic

Ms Aisha Raheem
Founder and CEO, Farmz2U, Lagos, Nigeria

PANEL

Mr Wouter Vandersypen
Executive Director, Kampani,
Brussels, Belgium

Mr Changwe Kumalinga
Chief Financial Officer, Good Nature Agro,
Eastern Province, Zambia (TBC)

Ms Annick Sezibera
Executive Secretary of CAPAD and
Director of SOCOPA, Bujumbura, Burundi

Mr Marek Poznanski (accompanying
Ms Annick Sezibera), Director, AgriCord,
Bruxelles, Belgium

Ms Iride Ceccacci

Head, Advisory Services, Corporate
Sector, European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development (EBRD), London, UK

MODERATOR
Mr Lazare Hoton
Senior Economist, FAO Investment Centre

PANEL

Mr Benjamin Gyan-Kesse
Executive Director, Kosmos Innovation
Centre, Accra, Ghana

Ms Natalia Yepes Jaramillo

Executive Director, Caldas Coffee
Growers Committee, Manizales, Caldas,
Colombia

Mr Christophe Lesueur

Project Manager, Youth Training and
Employment Service, Institut Agro
Montpellier, Montpellier, France

Ms Jacqueline Demeranville
Migration Senior Officer, Rural
Transformation and Gender Equality
Division, FAO, Rome, Italy

MODERATOR

Ms Alexandra Gonzalez
Economist and Policy Expert,
FAO Investment Centre



PARTNERS PANEL: INVESTING IN COLLABORATION

FOR GREATER IMPACT

To close the thirteenth edition of Investment Days, senior representatives
from FAO Investment Centre’s valued partners will reflect on key insights from
the event. The panel will discuss how current employment trends are shaping
public and private investment in agrifood systems, and how their organizations
are addressing related challenges and opportunities. This high-level

dialogue will offer a strategic outlook on fostering inclusive, sustainable and
employment-rich agrifood systems, with a focus on enterprise development,

youth engagement and rural development.

REMARKS

Mr Donal Brown

Associate Vice-President, Department for
Country Operations, International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD)

Rome, Italy

Mr Jean-Marc Peterschmitt

Managing Director, Corporate Sector and
Chief Operating Officer, Client Services
Group, European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development (EBRD), London, UK

Mr Eren Kelekci

Division Manager, Agriculture and Rural
Finance, African Development Bank
(AfDB), Abidjan, Céte d'lvoire

Mr Ivan Ivanovic

Global Agribusiness Upstream and
Advisory Lead, International Finance
Corporation (IFC), Rome, Italy

Mr Giulio Dal Magro
Head of Development Financing, Cassa
Depositi e Prestiti (CDP), Rome, Italy

Mr Regis Meritan

Head of Sector, Agriculture Growth,
Directorate-General for International
Partnerships (INTPA), European
Commission, Brussels, Belgium

Mr Luc Christiaensen

Lead Agricultural Economist, The World
Bank, Washington D.C., USA

Mr Carmelo Cocuzza

Head of Infrastructure and Climate Unit,
Advisory Division, European Investment
Bank (EIB), Luxembourg, Luxembourg

MODERATOR

Mr Mohamed Manssouri
Director, FAO Investment Centre

FAO Deputy Director-General Maurizio Martina will
provide the closing remarks for the thirteenth edition of FAO

Investment Days 2025.



GETTING TO ROME

FAO Headquarters is located in Rome’s city centre, near Circo
Massimo and close to the Colosseum. It is directly in front of
Circo Massimo metro station (metro line B), making it easy to
recognize and reach.

AIRPORTS

The two main airports in Rome are Fiumicino airport (also called
Leonardo da Vinci airport, 36 km west of Rome) and Ciampino
airport (16 km southeast of Rome but used primarily for charter
flights from within Europe). See www.adr.it for airport details.

GETTING TO FAO FROM FIUMICINO AIRPORT

LEONARDO EXPRESS

Non-stop train / Fiumicino Airport < Termini Station: every day, 30 minutes, also guaranteed
in case of strike. Ticket: EUR 14.00

Fiumicino Airport —> Roma Termini Station: 05.38 to 23.53

Roma Termini Station —> Fiumicino Airport: 04.30 to 23.05

From Roma Termini, take metro line B (blue) direction LAURENTINA to Circo Massimo. The trip takes
10 minutes (3 stops). You will see the FAO building upon exiting the subway station.

FL1

This train line connects the airport with the city’s main stations, including Roma Ostiense (in 30
minutes), with departures every 15 minutes on weekdays and every 30 minutes on holidays.
Ticket: EUR 8.00

Fiumicino Airport —> Ostiense Station: 05.57 to 23.27
Ostiense Station —> Fiumicino Airport: 05.17 to 22.17

From Roma Ostiense, take metro line B (blue) direction JONIO or REBIBBIA to Circo Massimo. The trip
takes 5 minutes (1 stop). You can also walk to FAO in 15 minutes. Once outside the metro station, you
will need to cross Viale Aventino to reach the FAO building.

TAXI

A taxi from Fiumicino airport to FAO and central Rome (anywhere within the Aurelian walls, the central
tourist area, which includes FAO) costs exactly EUR 55. This includes baggage and up to four passen-
gers per car. This means that the amount is to be shared among the passengers - it is not per person.
This also applies to the return journey. Taxi services are available at Terminal 1and Terminal 3 arrival
areas. More information, including on pricing, can be found here: https:/www.adr.it/web/aeropor-
ti-di-roma-en/pax-fco-taxi



http://www.adr.it
https://www.adr.it/web/aeroporti-di-roma-en/pax-fco-taxi
https://www.adr.it/web/aeroporti-di-roma-en/pax-fco-taxi

GETTING TO FAO FROM CIAMPINO AIRPORT
TERRAVISION SHUTTLE TO ROMA TERMINI STATION

Located at the arrivals terminal. Bus Stop n.1. This shuttle bus will reach the central station (Roma
Termini) in around 40 minutes. Buses run every hour. Ticket: EUR 6.00
Tickets can be purchased online here: https://www.terravision.eu/?noredirect=en_US

From Roma Termini, take metro line B (blue) direction LAURENTINA to Circo Massimo. The trip takes 10
minutes (3 stops). You will see the FAO building upon exiting the subway station.

TAXI

A taxi from Ciampino airport to FAO or central Rome (anywhere within the Aurelian walls, the cen-
tral tourist area, which includes FAO) costs exactly EUR 40. This includes baggage and up to four
passengers per car. This means that the amount is to be shared among passengers — it is not per
person. This flat rate should also be applied to the journey back to the airport. Taxi services are
available at the arrivals terminal. More information, including on pricing, can be found here: https://

www.adr.it/web/aeroporti-di-roma-en/pax-cia-taxi

TICKET PURCHASE

e BUS AND METRO TICKETS can be purchased at ticket machines in the
metro stations or at any tobacco shop (indicated by a T sign outside).
You can also pay with your contactless credit card directly at the ticket
gate (Tap & Go). Single tickets cost EUR1.50 and are valid on buses
for a total of 100 minutes, or for just one metro ride. There are various
fares, and travelcards can be purchased here: https://www.atac.roma.
it/en/tickets-and-passes

e TRAIN TICKETS to and from the airport can be purchased from the
Trenitalia automatic machines which are located close to the gates,

online at https://www.trenitalia.com/en.html or on Trenitalia app.
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https://www.metropolitanadiroma.it/images/sito/percorso_fermate_linea_B_metro_roma.png
https://www.terravision.eu/?noredirect=en_US

https://www.adr.it/web/aeroporti-di-roma-en/pax-cia-taxi
https://www.adr.it/web/aeroporti-di-roma-en/pax-cia-taxi
https://www.atac.roma.it/en/tickets-and-passes
https://www.atac.roma.it/en/tickets-and-passes
https://www.trenitalia.com/en.html

GETTING TO FAO FROM HILTON ROME
EUR LA LAMA (if applicable)

From the Eur Fermi metro stop on metro line B (about a five minutes’ walk
from the Hilton Rome Eur La Lama Hotel), take a train in the direction of
REBIBBIA or JONIO to Circo Massimo metro stop. The trip takes about
15-20 minutes (7 stops). Once outside the metro station, you will need to
cross Viale Aventino to reach FAO building.

ENTERING FAO BUILDING

REGISTRATION AT FAO HEADQUARTERS

Entrance to FAO premises requires that you pre-register via the
following link, which closes 1 July 2025. See link here. Please note
that access cannot be granted without registration and building
passes cannot be issued on the spot.

When you arrive at FAO, please use the temporary access point and
security checkpoint (see map below), located at Viale Aventino, 7.

Go to the reception desk to collect your building pass. Please bring a
valid form of identification such as an identity card or passport. Once
inside FAO premises, IDs25 participants will be guided to Building A.

The building pass is valid for the duration of the IDs25 event and must
always be worn and visible. Admission to FAO premises is via the
temporary security checkpoint only and will require the presentation
of your building pass at all times. Please return your building pass to
the security pavilion at the end of IDs25.

SERVICES AT FAO HEADQUARTERS

BANKS MEDICAL SERVICES AND EMERGENCIES

You can carry out all banking operations within FAO at A medical unit is permanently on duty Monday-Friday,

the branches of Banca Intesa Sanpaolo (ground floor, 08.30 to 17.00, in Building B first floor, office 162, tel.:

Building B) and Banca di Sondrio (ground floor, Building 53400. For a serious emergency outside FAO, call 118.

D). Opening hours are Monday-Friday, 08.40 to 16.30.

Cash dispensers outside the banks accept international LOST AND FOUND

bank cards and are available 24 hours a day. If you have lost or found something, please contact the
Entrance Reception on the ground floor, Building A or the

BOOKSHOP Guard Service, extension 54427.

The ground floor of Building B features a shop selling

books, stationery and postcards. MEDITATION ROOM

A meditation area is available in Building A,
second floor, room A 250.


https://faoeventregistration.powerappsportals.com/en-US/MeetingRegistration/?meeting_id=b715234e-4803-f011-bae3-00224884a071

REFRESHMENTS

Refreshments are provided for participants within the FAO Atrium,
which is located on the ground floor between Buildings A and B
(see map below). FAO also offers a variety of venues for lunch
which can be found below.

FAO RESTAURANTS AND BARS

Within the FAO buildings, there are four coffee shops, a cafeteria and
a restaurant. These facilities accept debit and credit cards or cash in
local currency (EUR) only.

DELEGATES BAR
Coffee shop located on the ground floor of Building A. Serves coffee, tea, drinks, cakes and
sandwiches all day, with cold meals for lunch. Opening hours are from 7:30 to 17:00.

UZBEKISTAN LOUNGE
Coffee shop located on the 8th floor of Building C. Serves snacks and sandwiches all day,
with cold meals for lunch. Opening hours are from 7:30 to 17:00.

EDEN CAFE
Coffee shop located on the ground floor of Building D. Serves salads and light meals, with
cold and hot meals for lunch. Opening hours are from 7:30 to 17:00.

CANTEEN AND CAFETERIA

Self-service restaurant located on the 8th floor of Building B. Serves entrées, pasta, grilled
meat or cheese, salads, desserts and drinks. Opening hours are from 11:45 to 14:30. Close

to the canteen is the Russian Lounge where you can sit and enjoy your meal with a view of
the city.

RESTAURANT

Located on the 8th floor of Building C. Serves a complete ‘menu of the day’ or ‘a la carte’
menu. Opening hours are from 12:00 to 14:00. Reservation required (extensions: 54268 or
56823).



WIFI

WiFi coverage is available in all SELECT: FAO-Guest
meeting rooms, the Atrium and PASSWORD: FAQunited2024
catering facilities.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

CURRENCY AND CREDIT CARDS

The local currency is EURO. Generally, it is not possible to pay in any other curren-
cies, although very occasionally US dollars are accepted. There are plenty of ATMs
to withdraw money, including several ATMs inside FAO Headquarters. Most of the
shops, bars and restaurants in Rome accept credit cards - but you are advised to
check before service.

EXCHANGE RATES

The most up-to-date exchange rate can be found here: https://www.xe.com/currency-
converter/. The current exchange rate now floats around USD 1.00 = EUR 0.86 / 1EUR
=USD1.15

WEATHER

Up-to-date weather information can be obtained from https://euweather.eu/. Rome
weather in July is very warm with an average temperature of 28°C and highs of 38°C.
Consider packing a high SPF sun cream for your visit, as the UV rays are quite strong.
There are 14 hours of sunlight each day, with an average of just five rainy days — and
an average total rainfall of 28mm. We recommend that you wear light, breathable and
possibly light-colored clothing to protect you from the sun and the high tempera-
tures.

TIME ZONES
Rome is UTC +2 during the summer. For details on time zones see:
https:/www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/

ELECTRICITY SUPPLY
Italy has a 220 volts electricity supply; the sockets are 3 round pins in a row.

EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Medical Emergencies: dial 118

General Emergencies: dial 113

Fire: dial 115

SOCIAL MEDIA

Twitter: @FAOInvest

Please use #InvestmentDays to share your memorable IDs25 moments on your social
media!


https://www.xe.com/currencyconverter/
https://www.xe.com/currencyconverter/
https://euweather.eu/
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/

FAO BUILDING MAP

Please note that FAO is a smoke-free area. Smoking is not permitted inside FAO
buildings. Designated smoking areas are signposted outside the entrances.
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