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Context

Global Wood Demand

• 50% of global roundwood from planted forests

• Projected 37% increase in wood product demand 

(2020-2050)

• Additional 33 million hectares of productive 

plantations needed by 2050



Africa • Sub-Saharan Africa population expected to double by 
2050

• Meeting additional fuelwood requirements in sub-
Saharan Africa would require a mix of agroforestry and 
energy woodlots with a total area of 21 million to 31 
million ha.

• Potential for establishing planted forests for multiple 
purposes including roundwood production as part of 
restoration strategies

• Sub-Saharan Africa housing deficit: 

• Current: 160 million homes
• 2030 projection: 230 million homes
• Daily demand: 96,000 new affordable, accessible 

homes



• Material efficiency and 
value-added innovation• Improved productivity of 

naturally regenerated and 
planted forests 

• New planted forests
• Tree growing
• Agroforestry

PATHWAYS FOR FORESTS IN THE BIOECONOMY

It is estimated that 33 
MMha of high-productivity 
plantations could meet 
2050 consumption growth  
(8.3 m3/ha/yr productivity)



Wood For Globe 

The project is led by

• International Union of Forest Research Organizations 
(IUFRO) 

in collaboration with 

• Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO)

• Centre for Bioeconomy of the University of Natural 
Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna (BOKU)

Financed by:
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Objectives

• Facilitate creation of policy 
networks and platforms 

• Leverage knowledge 
exchange and good 
practices

• Promote scientific 
evidence dissemination 
and uptake



Main Findings: Common critical issues, 
necessary actions, and collaborative 
efforts needs across all regions:​
1. Sustainable wood policies are mostly inexistent

2. Common framework for bioeconomy needed

3. Data challenges

4. No direct linkages between sustainable wood related policies and climate-
change and nature-based solutions

5. Need for clear definitions of sustainable wood.

6. Awareness raising, policy and knowledge exchange

7. Effective collaboration and partnerships

8. Global, Regional and Local platforms to build consensus and shared 
principles



Main Findings: Audience and media 
consumption analysis
1. Median age of public shows noticeable differences, with Africa in the 

20s, Asia in the 30s and the EU in the 40s. These translate to different 
habits in media consumption and general outlook.

2. Media consumption is primarily conducted via mobile devices, with a 
predominance of video content.

3. There is generally greater optimism towards environmental  and 
economic issues and prospects in African and Latin America than in 
the rest of the world.

4. WhatsApp emerges as the most popular communication platform, 
especially across African regions.
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Associate to Wood for Globe Outcome Statement

https://www.iufro.org/fileadmin/material/science/partnership-projects/W4G-HLD-outcome-statement.pdf
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=IF_G2MpaSUChqYV3n-Iu15tMm-QhdJhNpXsLckvb9TlUN1FPMVRGV0E1Nk5IT0hDS1Q2UjZJU1hVRS4u&route=shorturl


Fast-Growing Trees 
(FGTs) to support 
the bioeconomy in 
Africa 
•Enhance rural livelihoods

•Synergies with restoration and deforestation 

strategies

•Climate benefits

•Development of construction and sustainable wood 

energy value chains 

•Challenges: Species selection, genetics, sustainable 

management

•Way Forward: Focus on knowledge exchange and 

sustainable practices 

•Balancing productivity with environmental and social 

concerns 



Thank you!
Thais Linhares Juvenal, FAO | Thais.LinharesJuvenal@fao.org

Wood for Globe

Keep updated by visiting the Wood for Globe 
webpage and following
#WoodForGlobe and #SW4SW on social channels

mailto:Thais.LinharesJuvenal@fao.org
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