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government of Sri Lanka believed
that inland fish farming could boost
incomes and food security of people in
some of the country’s poorest rural areas.
But, since the 1980s aquaculture in
Sri Lanka grew slowly as the country
suffered through prolonged turmoil.

The downturn in agricultural growth
over the past decade slowed poverty
reduction among agriculture dependent
households and renewed interest in
finding novel ways of reducing poverty
in rural areas where many poor farmers
still viewed the idea of diversifying into
aquaculture as the best hope to improve
their livelihoods.

Sri Lanka approached FAO for help to
turn the idea of inland fish farming in
poor rural areas of the country into

reality. Rural areas are home to
80 percent of the population and about
88 percent of the poor. In the Southern
Province poverty afflicts 28 percent of
the people. FAO worked with Sri Lanka to
prepare a master plan for aquaculture
development. It focused on getting
small-scale aquaculture up and running
to improve the livelihoods of rural
farmers in much of the country’s
Southern Province.

The technical cooperation project*
provided the knowledge and tools
that allowed farmers and government
officials to phase in aquaculture
farming in many parts of the region. It
began with a demonstration farm that
conducted trials for freshwater shrimp
farming, including results monitoring
and evaluation of outcomes.

Sri Lanka boosts food availability
by increasing aquaculture
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For a world without hunger

The FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
leads international efforts to defeat hunger. Serving both developed and developing
countries, FAO acts as a neutral forum where all nations meet as equals to negotiate
agreements and debate policy. FAO is also a source of knowledge and information.
We help developing countries and countries in transition modernize and improve
agriculture, forestry and fisheries practices and ensure good nutrition for all. Since
our founding in 1945, we have focused special attention on developing rural areas,
home to 70 percent of the world’s poor and hungry people.

The project surveyed land and water resources in the Southern Province
to locate potential sites for future expansion of inland freshwater farming.
It also taught the fish farmers to employ good management practices and
trained extension workers and farmers in responsible freshwater shrimp
farming and stocking in seasonal tanks.

Under the project, extension materials were developed to teach new fish
farmers modern freshwater shrimp farming and stocking methods. Hatchery
managers were sent to India for training in responsible hatchery management,
broodstock management and seed production. They also learned how to
improve shrimp broodstock by collecting wild specimens from different
locations.

A study and development strategy for freshwater fish production was
prepared, analyzing existing livelihood improvement experiences through
freshwater fish farming in seasonal and perennial tanks. It examined
constraints and opportunities, and identified stocking, feeding and marketing
strategies.

Suitable technologies and management practices were demonstrated.
Technical assistance provided to the National Aquaculture Development
Authority (NAQDA) helped establish coastal aquaculture demonstration farms
for sea bass trials and milkfish breeding in coastal lagoons of the Southern
Province. Extension materials prepared under the project showed farmers how
to start up fish farms.

Farmer and fisher group consultation sessions highlighted opportunities
and exposed difficulties that new fish farmers would likely face. Training
courses emphasized the importance of empowerment through good farm
practices, business development and the organization of farmer and fisher
groups.

Broad-based consultations covering opportunities and constraints in
aquaculture development in the Southern Province resulted in a detailed
study covering land and water resources; livelihood and poverty reduction;
policy and legal issues; appropriate technology and management practices;
and, market access and demand requirements.

*Project: Aquaculture development in the Southern Province (TCP/SRL/3203 (D))

Donor and budget: FAO, US$375 000. Implementing agency: Ministry of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development through NAQDA.


