
The Regional Initiative for the Assessment of Climate Change Impacts 
on Water Resources and Socio-Economic Vulnerability in the Arab 
Region (RICCAR) is implemented by the United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) with support from FAO, 
which concurrently executes its own regional initiative on water 
scarcity. Through an integrated assessment methodology, which 
includes regional climate modelling, hydrological modelling, 
multisectoral vulnerability assessment and integrated mapping, 
the RICCAR has produced a series of modelling outputs, together 
with technical materials and analyses on climate change indices        
and adaptation. The availability of and access to these data and 
analyses are essential for adaptation planning, policy formation and 
decision-making processes related to climate change in the Arab 
region. The data, outputs and knowledge products generated through 
the RICCAR and other related regional projects were made available  
on the Regional Knowledge Hub (RKH) Data Portal. 

KEY FACTS

Contribution
USD 96 000

Duration
September 2018 – December 2019

Resource Partner
The United Nations

Partners
The United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) 

Beneficiaries
The League of Arab States and its 
22 members, their ministries of water 
and the environment, as well as their 
ministries and national institutions 
involved in sustainable development

DEVELOPING A DATA PORTAL FOR IMPROVED ASSESSMENT OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS ON WATER RESOURCES IN THE ARAB REGION

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?
The FAO–ESCWA collaborative project sought to transform the RKH 
Data Portal into an interactive, user-friendly online platform that 
provides open access to data, geospatial information and analyses     
on climate change, water resources and socio-economic vulnerability. 
More specifically, the project aimed to establish a library of geospatial 
information resources that support the analysis of climate change 
impacts in the water-scarce Arab region, as well as to generate further 
knowledge through better incorporation of RICCAR knowledge sources 
into RKH with direct links to other global and regional databases 
hosted by FAO.

IMPACT
The project aimed to support regional dialogue and knowledge 
exchange among Arab State members, organizations and stakeholders 
to enhance planning, policy formation and decision-making processes 
related to climate change and its impacts on water resources. Higher 
quality analyses of the impacts of climate change on water resources, 
water-dependent sectors and socio-economic vulnerability in the Arab 
region were envisioned as a result of increased access to harmonized 
datasets and methodologies, as well as relevant geospatial 
information.
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Contact
FAO Regional Office for the Near East and North Africa
FAO-RNE@fao.org
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Project Code
FAO: UNO/RNE/009/ESC

Project Title
Regional Initiative for the Assessment of Climate Change Impacts 
on Water Resources and Socio-economic Vulnerability in the Arab 
Region (RICCAR) Regional Knowledge Hub (RKH) Data Portal

MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS
The establishment and continued operation of the interactive, 
user-friendly RKH Data Portal was achieved through:

 building, developing, testing and finalizing a prototype;

 launching the first phase of the RKH Data Portal by populating        
it with both climate and water geospatial datasets and creating 
a link to the RICCAR website;

 launching the second phase of the RKH Data Portal by 
populating it with vulnerability assessment geospatial datasets;

 ensuring support for the maintenance and functioning of 
the RKH Data Portal during the project;

 ensuring that technical support for the RKH Data Portal (until 
2023) will be covered through a separate agreement between 
the FAO Regional Office for the Near East and North Africa (RNE) 
and the Digital and Information Technology Division (CIO) at FAO 
headquarters; and

 proposing and initiating a plan that ensures the sustainability of 
the RKH beyond 2019.
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