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Intersessional Developments in Fisheries Statistics since CWP 22
(March 2007)

ICES is working closely with Eurostat on fisheries statistics issues. The cooperation is regulated
through a partnership agreement.

ICES would like to report on the following issues:

1. The Eurostat/ICES database has been reviewed as reported by Eurostat.

2. ICES has been active on the general data exchange frameworks that are defined through the
INSPIRE Directive. ICES has registered as a Spatial Data Interest Communities (SDIC) through
the INSPIRE network. The roadmap for INSPIRE over the next 2 years will focus on filling data
specifications on the data themes under Annex Il and 111 of the Directive. ICES has nominated a
GIS expert from the Secretariat to this process and this will also overlap with representing the
EEA EIONET interests in the marine related themes. On the broader scale, ICES has been active
with WISE-Marine, EMODNET and SeaDataNet, 3 European initiatives that ICES is playing a
role in, and that will follow INSPIRE implementation very closely.

3. Concerning the historical database going back to 1903. Making the ICES catch data available
in electronic form after extensive review is almost completed planned completion is June 2010.

4. ICES has worked on making shapefiles for GIS applications available for the ICES areas. ICES
has created GIS files of the ICES Statistical Areas and made them freely available on the ICES
web page (http://www.ices.dk/aboutus/icesareas.asp). The layer is available as ESRI shape- or
MaplInfo TAB file format. The description and definition of the layer is available at the FAO
website for Major Fishing Area 27 (http://www.fao.org/fishery/area/Area27/en)




