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Welcome to CAC41

Great thinkers in traditions the world over, from Confucius to Ovid - 
not only profound philosophers of life, but also cartographers of the 
culinary arts and gastronomical sciences - repeatedly returned to a 
common conclusion: life without friendship and food is no life at all. 
Wise words - universally true and right in our mandate.

Let me extend a warm welcome home to FAO headquarters and to Rome 
for CAC41, the annual gathering of the Codex family, where we come 
together to take stock of our collective progress, to plan for the future, 
and to strengthen our bonds of cooperation and friendship.

Bentornati e buon appetito!
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Follow updates on the Codex, FAO and WHO web sites

Watch the event live on the Codex web site

Tweet your comments and questions to @FAOWHOCodex  
with the hashtag #CodexCAC41

Get involved
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Show your support for 

World Food Safety Day
at the 41st Codex Alimentarius Commission

Thursday 5 July 2018 at 6.15pm

Ground Floor Atrium FAO HQ

One of Europe’s most respected three-star Michelin chefs,  
Heinz Beck will demonstrate a signature dish  
and discuss the WHO Five Keys for Safer Food.
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DAY 1 	 MONDAY 2 JULY

10:00 - 13:00  	 Plenary 1	
14:00 - 15:00 	 Side Event	 Food integrity and food authenticity: a way forward (IGO panel discussion)
15:00 - 16:00	 Side Event	 FAO and WHO capacity development activities
16:00 - 19:00	 Plenary 2	

DAY 2 	 TUESDAY 3 JULY 

09:00 - 12:00 	 Plenary 3
13:00 - 15:00 	 Side Event	 Enhancing engagement in Codex – examples from Codex Trust Fund (CTF2) 
			   supported countries 
15:00 - 18:00 	 Plenary 4
18:00 - 19:00 	 Side Event	 Food integrity and food authenticity: a way forward (NGO panel discussion)

DAY 3	 WEDNESDAY 4 JULY 

09:00 - 12:00 	 Plenary 5
13:00 - 14:00 	 Side event	 The burden of foodborne diseases: a need for national studies
14:00 - 15:00 	 Side event 	 Facilitating safe trade: experiences and lessons from the Standards and  
			   Trade Development Facility (STDF) work
15:00 - 18:00 	 Plenary 6
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DAY 4 	 THURSDAY 5 JULY

10:00 - 11:30 	 Side event	 ePing, the new SPS&TBT notification alert system 
11:30 - 12:30 	 Side event	 The International Food Safety Authorities Network (INFOSAN):  
			   Codex and recent major food safety events 
14:30 - 16:30 	 Side event	 The scientific basis of Codex – linkage between the FAO/WHO Scientific  
			   Advice Programme and the development of Codex Standards 

18:15 – 20:00 	 Reception

DAY 5 	 FRIDAY 6 JULY

09:30 - onwards	 Plenary 7	  (adoption of the report, no breaks)
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The exhibition in the atrium brings to life the Codex mandate: 
protecting health, facilitating trade.

The WHO Five Keys to Safer Food are simple messages based 
on sound science and, for nearly 20 years have proved easy to 
adopt and adapt to educate all food handlers.

At the Reception, in the atrium, on Thursday 5 July, 6.15pm, 
in support of A World Food Safety Day, one of Europe’s 
most respected three-star Michelin chefs, Heinz Beck will 
demonstrate a signature dish and also discuss the WHO Five 
Keys for Safer Food.

Did you know?
At the 73rd session of the United Nations General Assembly 
in November 2018, Costa Rica will present a draft resolution 
calling for a World Food Safety Day to be celebrated annually
on 7 June. All Codex Members and Observers are invited to 
support this initiative.

Codex web tools clinic
Keeping pace with technological innovation is vital for 
standard setting organizations. In the atrium, you can see 
first-hand in our Codex web tools clinic, how the Codex Tools 
Regional Workshops have been working directly with Members 
to enable them to be fluent in the online systems that form 
such a major part of their daily work.

Visit the Codex web tools clinic in the atrium for a personal  
check-up on our digital platforms: the web site; online 
commenting system, and electronic working groups platform.
Opening times: 
Monday	 13:00 - 14:00
Tuesday	 13:00 - 14:00 
Wednesday	 13:00 - 14:00
Thursday	 09:00 - 10:00 & 13:00 - 14:00
Contact codex@fao.org to book a session outside the times 
indicated.
Codex web tools technicians: Giuseppe di Chiera; Mirko 
Montuori; Donatella Mori and Roberto Sciotti.
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Title	 Food integrity and food authenticity: a way forward
Who should attend? 	 CAC41 delegations, observers, all FAO staff, journalists, general public
Organized by	 Codex Secretariat

Objective	 Adulteration of food poses an increasing threat to food safety, quality and fair trade at international 
level.  While the subject frequently appears in the media, clear definitions of food integrity, food fraud 
and economically motivated adulteration are yet to be agreed upon at the international level. Codex 
is currently discussing the matter in its Committee on Import and Export Inspection and Certification 
Systems (CCFICS) thereby seeking inputs from all Members and Observers concerned. The two side 
events will give participants the opportunity to join the discussion and share their thoughts on how 
international standards can help to combat food fraud.

Panelists 	 Event 1 (IGOs) Monday 2 July 2018, 14:00 – 15:00
•	 Chair of Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection Systems (CCFICS) 

Fran Freeman - First Assistant Secretary of the Australian Exports Division (Dept. of Agriculture 
and Water Resources)

•	 United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) 
Olga Algayerova – Secretary General

•	 World Customs Organization (WCO) 
Giuseppe Marra – Technical Attaché at the Compliance and Facilitation Directorate

•	 International Organization of Vine and Wine (OIV) 
Jean-Marie Aurand – Director General
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•	 African Regional Organization for Standardization (ARSO) 
Eve C. Gadzikwa - President

•	 Gulf Cooperation Council Standardization Organization (GSO)  
Oday Hatim. AL-buhamad - Director of Standards & Metrology Directorate

Event 2 (NGOs) Tuesday 3 July 2018, 8:00 – 19:00
•	 United States Pharmacopeia (USP) 

Steve Gendel - Senior Director, Foods
•	 International Food Authenticity Assurance Organization (IFAAO) 

Yves Rey - Executive Director
•	 International Council of Grocery Manufacturers Association  (ICGMA) 

Nicholas Gardner – Director, Global Strategies  
•	 FoodDrinkEurope  

Beate Kettlitz - Director for Food Policy, Science and R&D 
•	 Féderation Internationale des Vins et Spiritueux (FIVS) 

Ignacio Sánchez Recarte - Vice President 

Moderator	 Carlos Laorden, Journalist El Paìs

Contacts	 anne.beutling@fao.org & giuseppe.dichiera@fao.org 
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Title	 FAO and WHO capacity development activities 

Date	 Monday 2 July 

Time	 15:00 –16:00

Who should attend? 	 All delegates

Organized by	 FAO/WHO

Objective	 The side event will highlight key capacity development initiatives undertaken by FAO and WHO 
in collaboration with member countries during the past year to complement the work of Codex, 
including the latest tools, guidance and publications which aim to support countries to build food 
safety capacities. The event will be led by Renata Clarke, Food Safety and Quality Unit, FAO and 
Angelika Tritscher, Department of Food Safety and Zoonoses, WHO, with inputs and feedback from 
member countries. 

Contacts	 dirk.schulz@fao.org & murakamis@who.int
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Title	 Enhancing engagement in Codex – examples from Codex Trust Fund (CTF2)  
	 supported countries

Date	 Tuesday 3 July

Time	 13:00 – 15:00

Who should attend? 	 All delegates

Organized by	 FAO and the Codex Secretariat

Objective	 The session will present the progress of the round 1 CTF projects (Ghana, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar and 
Senegal). It will seek to learn from the participating countries and from FAO/WHO as well as mentoring 
countries, some of the factors that make for a successful and sustainable CTF project and therefore 
of great potential benefit for the round 2 participants (Bhutan, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, FYR of 
Macedonia, Guinea, Honduras, India, Mali, Nepal, Rwanda).

Panellists	 Participating CTF countries present at CAC41

Moderators	 FAO, Codex Secretariat

Contacts	 www.who.int/foodsafety/areas_work/food-standard/codextrustfund/en/
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Title	 The burden of foodborne diseases: a need for national studies

Date	 Wednesday 4 July 

Time	 13:00 – 14:00

Who should attend? 	 Codex members and Observers

Organized by	 WHO in collaboration with Netherlands National Institute for Public Health  
	 and the Environment (RIVM)

Objective	 Foodborne diseases affect all individuals in all societies, and range in severity from diarrhoeal diseases 
to various forms of cancer, and sometimes even cause death. The complexity of measuring the true 
magnitude of the burden presents many unique challenges. Building national capacity to enable 
the measurement of the burden of foodborne diseases can be seen as a first step towards assessing 
the effectiveness of a national food safety system, thereby giving appropriate attention to this often 
under-estimated problem. Building on the WHO 2015 report on the estimates of the global burden 
of foodborne diseases, this side event aims to highlight the importance of conducting a national 
estimate. 

Panel	 Kazuaki Miyagishima, Director, Food Safety and Zoonoses, WHO; Joke W. B. van der Giessen, RIVM, 
Netherlands; Lindita Molla, Institute of Public Health Albania, Health and Environment Department.

Moderator	 Yuki Minato, Project officer, Department of Food Safety and Zoonoses, WHO

Contact	 minatoy@who.int 
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Title	 Facilitating safe trade: experiences and lessons from STDF work

Date	  Wednesday 4 July 

Time	 14:00 – 15:00

Who should attend? 	 Codex delegates from developing and developed countries, observer organizations     

Organized by	 STDF Secretariat

Objective 	 The Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF) supports farmers, processors, traders and 
governments in developing countries to meet international standards and access regional and global 
markets. The STDF provides seed funding for the development and implementation of innovative SPS 
projects that create regional synergies and connect stakeholders from the public and private sector. This 
session will provide examples of recent STDF activities and projects to meet Codex standards and facilitate 
trade in food and agricultural products, and provide information on how to apply for STDF funding.

	 The STDF is a global partnership established by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the 
United Nations, the World Bank Group (WBG), the World Health Organization (WHO),  the World 
Organization for Animal Health  (OIE) and the World Trade Organization (WTO).

Panelists	 Melvin Spreij (Head, STDF), Benoit Gnonlonfin (STDF developing country expert, Africa), Lucy Namu 
(Head, Quality Assurance & Laboratory Accreditation, Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Services)

Moderator	 Gracia Brisco, Food Standards Officer, Codex Secretariat

Contacts	 STDF Secretariat; World Trade Organization; Tel: +41 (0)22 739 5295
STDFSecretariat@wto.org ; www.standardsfacility.org  
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Title 	 ePing, the new SPS&TBT notification alert system

Date	 Thursday 5 July

Time	 10:00 – 11:30

Who should attend? 	 All who are interested in following regulatory developments in WTO

Organised by	 World Trade Organization

Objective	 Given the high volume and diversity of SPS and TBT measures notified by WTO Members, reaching 
more than 4,000 in 2017, it can be a challenge for interested stakeholders to track and react to 
changing product requirements in a timely manner. By registering on ePing, users can receive daily 
or weekly email alerts containing notifications of particular interest to them and also share further 
information on notifications through ePing’s web-based platform. The objective of the side event is to 
provide an overview of ePing, illustrate some of the specific functions and encourage its use by both 
public and private sector stakeholders.

Moderator	 Serra Ayral, Counsellor, Trade and Environment Division, World Trade Organization

Contacts	 serra.ayral@wto.org 
www.epingalert.org
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Title	 The International Food Safety Authorities Network (INFOSAN):  
	 Codex and recent major food safety events 

Date	 Thursday 5 July 

Time	  11:30 – 12:30

Who should attend?	 Codex delegates, observers & members of international organizations

Organized by	 The Joint FAO/WHO International Food Safety Authorities Network (INFOSAN) Secretariat 

Objective 	 to provide participants with an overview of INFOSAN by discussing two recent and significant global 
food safety emergencies during which INFOSAN was instrumental in coordinating the rapid exchange 
of information between members around the world. Events to be discussed include the large and 
protracted outbreak of Listeriosis in South Africa linked to ready-to-eat meat, and the outbreak of 
Salmonella agona infections in France linked to globally distributed food products for infants. Both of 
these events highlight the application of several key codex standards and guidelines and illustrate the 
importance of their adoption and adaptation in order to prevent foodborne illness. 

Moderator	 Mr Carmen Savelli, Technical Officer, INFOSAN Secretariat, Department of Food Safety and Zoonoses, 
World Health Organization

Contacts	 infosan@who.int; infosan@fao.org 
www.who.int/foodsafety/areas_work/infosan/en/ 
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Title	 The scientific basis of Codex Standards– how does it work?

Date 	 Thursday 5 July 

Time 	 14:30 – 16:30

Who should attend?	 All Codex Members and Observers

Organized by	 FAO and WHO

Objective 	 To foster better understanding of how FAO and WHO are providing scientific support for the 
development of Codex Standards. This side-event will discuss the process of requesting scientific 
advice for food safety and nutrition and the links between the FAO/WHO Scientific Advice Programmes 
and the various Codex committees. The general process will be detailed, roles and responsibilities 
explained and illustrated with recent examples. Areas to be covered include chemical and 
microbiological food safety, and nutrition.

Panelists	 FAO and WHO officers from nutrition and food safety programmes (Markus Lipp, Chizuru Nishida, 
Angelika Tritscher, Maria Xipsiti)

Contacts	 www.who.int/foodsafety/en/   
www.who.int/nutrition/en/ 
www.fao.org/food/food-safety-quality/home-page/en/ 
www.fao.org/nutrition/en/ 
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