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Warm-ups/starters

1. My life, my property
Time: 15 minutes
Materials: One object per person
Instructions:
Ask each person in the group to bring an object from home that has special significance to him 
or her. Invite each person to describe the object as it is added to a group display. 

2. Musical chairs
Time: 20 minutes or longer if needed
Materials: Enough chairs for everyone except the facilitator
Instructions:
Arrange chairs in a close circle and ask everyone to sit down. Stand in the middle of the circle and 
explain that you are going to state your name and make a statement about yourself. When you 
do, everyone for whom that statement is also true must change chairs. (e.g. “I am X and I am left-
handed,” “I am X and I have a cat” or “I am X and I dislike eating ___”). The person left without a 
chair then makes a similar statement about herself or himself. Continue until everyone has had a 
chance to introduce themselves in this way.

3. Working in teams
Time: 15 minutes
Materials: None required
Instructions:
Divide participants into small teams and allow them time to discover the characteristics they have 
in common (e.g. culture, appearance, personal tastes, hobbies). Ask each team to give itself a 
name based on their shared qualities. Each group then introduces itself to the others and explains 
its name. 

4. Leaf game
Time: 15 minutes
Materials: One leaf for each student and a bag
Instructions:
Give each person a leaf. Ask everyone to look closely at their leaf, examine it for distinctive marks 
and feel it. Encourage each person to personalize their leaf by giving it a name. Allow five minutes 
to do this and then collect all the leaves into a bag. Shake the bag to mix the leaves. Spread all the 
leaves on the floor in front of the group. In turn, ask each participant to come forward and collect 
his or her leaf. If there is an argument over whose leaf it is, try to adjudicate, but if they still can’t 
agree, place the leaf to one side as unidentified. Ask everyone to explain how they recognized 
“their” leaf.
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 Energizers

1. Grandmother
Time: 15 minutes
Materials: None required
Instructions:
Ask everyone to stand in a circle. Ask one person to stand in the middle of the circle and start 
a story about his or her grandmother. Let him or her start singing “My grandmother went to the 
market and she bought…”; then the person should imagine an object (e.g. a basket, a fruit or a 
vegetable, a cloth, a watering can, etc.) and mime what a person could do with that object. When 
he or she is done, the next person to the right should repeat the song and add another object, 
miming what one can do with the object. Each participant should repeat all the previous objects 
before adding another one (and the movements!).

2. Run three circles 
Time: 15 minutes
Materials: None required
Instructions:
Ask the participants to stand in a circle, and to choose silently one other person in their minds, 
without telling anyone whom they have chosen. Explain that when you say, “Go”, they will have to 
run three times around the person they chose. The result will be complete chaos, but very funny, 
as everyone is running after someone and being run after at the same time. 

3. Two minutes
Time: 15 minutes
Materials: Marker and flip chart, clock or watch with a second hand 
Instructions:
Write numbers on a flip chart to indicate seconds in increments of five, up to 120 seconds (e.g. 
5 seconds, 10 seconds, 15 seconds, etc.). Ask the participants to stand in a circle, close their 
eyes and count to themselves. When they think two minutes are up, they should open their 
eyes to see how much real time has been marked off on the flip chart. You as the facilitator 
should mark off the seconds on the flip chart, so that everyone knows how much real time 
has passed when they open their eyes. Once people have opened their eyes, they should 
remain silent until the last person has stopped counting. Stop the exercise after 120 seconds.  

Note the differences between the people who finished first and last. Make the point that people have 
different senses of time and that cooperation and respect will be needed in order to stick to the daily 
timetable.
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 Ending session activities

1. Property dance
Time: 15 minutes
Materials: Paper, leaves, other available objects
Instructions:
Ask the group to divide into several small groups. Each group takes or makes an object (e.g. a 
ball, a leaf or anything else available) and prepares a dance miming its possible uses. Establish an 
order for the groups to perform their dances.

At the end of each group’s performance, members of the group toss the object from one to another. 
Each person who catches the object states one thing s/he learned during the session/day. 

2. Releasing the Dove of Peace
Time: 15 minutes
Materials: Marker and flip chart 
Instructions:
The facilitator mimes holding a significant object (e.g. bird, newborn baby) and invites everyone to 
say something to it as it is passed from one person to another. After the “object” has been passed 
to everyone, they draw into a tight circle and collectively let it go.
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Cultural activities

1. Playing “questions and answers”
Time: 15 minutes
Preparation: Find characters and define a theme for the play 

Instructions:

 • This activity is a kind of simplified open-ended role play. On the basis of the session just 
completed, suggest a number of characters (e.g. a women, a child, an old man, a state official, 
a judge, a farmer) and a number of themes dealt with during the session (e.g. deciding on land 
use, inheritance, resolving a dispute). 

 • Explain that they will be expected to act out the characters’ roles. Divide them into two groups: 
one for the audience and one for the performers. Speak with each group and assign them 
roles; invite them to think about their characters and make their stories. It is important that 
everyone in the group takes part, no matter how small the role. It is crucial that both groups 
take turns being performers and audience. 

 • Explain that the performers should introduce themselves to the audience and briefly tell their 
“story”

 • Invite the audience to ask the 
characters about their lives, 
problems, difficulties, livelihood 
activities, future plans and the 
future for their children and 
families. Each character should 
respond on the basis of what 
s/he understood during the 
session and make a link with 
property rights.

 • You as a facilitator should help them find the right answers and give them any additional 
information they may need or request.

2. Puppet show
Time:  2 hours
Materials:  Material for making puppets, a piece of material to make a stage, a model puppet to 
use as a demonstration

Instructions:

 • Ask the group to think of characters from stories they know who have experienced injustice or 
unfairness linked to their property and livelihoods. Help them recognize that these personalities 
and stories often reflect a somewhat exaggerated version of real-life situations. Suggest some 
sources for stories (e.g. a folk or fairy tale, a scene from a children’s book).

 • After the participants have given some suggestions, divide them into small groups of three or 
four. Ask each person in the group to suggest a story s/he knows, retelling it if others don’t 
know it. Encourage the group to name the injustice suffered when each story has finished. 

Examples of stories:

“I am Rose and I’m married to a man who is HIV positive.”

“I am Tina and I cannot go to school because my parents are both sick and 
need my help on the farm.”

“I am Tom, Tina’s brother. Thanks to Tina’s work, I can continue going to school.”

“I am Paul, I have 20 acres of land and am planning to apply to the Agriculture 
Network  for a loan to start small business activity.” 
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 • When they have had time to tell their stories together, ask them to select 
one story to present to the group as a puppet show. Explain that they have 30 
minutes to create their puppets and rehearse their presentation. Every person 
in the group should have at least one role in the presentation. Demonstrate 
how to construct the puppet, depending on the method you have chosen. 

 • Invite each group in turn to present its puppet show. When they reach the 
point where an injustice happens, someone should shout, “Freeze!” so that 

the action will stop and people can discuss how they could change the action to respond to the 
injustice and protect the character(s). Then, ask the group to improvise the ending of its play.

 • If you think it is appropriate, you may also ask the participants to share their personal experiences:

 • Have you ever experienced or know people who did experience situations like those in the 
presentation? 

 • Was the problem in the presentation solved? How? Were there other possible ways of 
solving the problems? 

 • What could you do in real life to address a problem like this?

 • The stories, and especially attempts to find solutions, may raise questions about land and 
property rights where young people need and want more information. Try to find this information 
and share it with the students during upcoming sessions.

Suggestion for facilitators:

It may be a good idea to perform 
the play for other children, 
parents or other members of the 
community.



49Land and Property Rights

References and further readings

Action Aid, 2007. Securing women’s right to land and livelihoods: a key to ending hunger and fighting 
AIDS, Action Aid Briefing Paper, Saxonwold, Johannesburg.

Baleira, S. & Tanner, C., 2004. Relatório final da pesquisa sobre os conflitos de terra, ambiente, e 
florestas e fauna bravia. FAO Project GCP/MOZ/069/NET. 

Bielefeldt, H., 2006. Access to water, justice and human rights. in Riedel, E. & Rothen, P. (eds.) The 
human right to water, pp. 47-50. Berlin, Berliner Wissenschafts Verlag.

Commission on Legal Empowerment of the Poor and UNDP, 2008. Making the law work for 
everyone, Vol. I, p.6, New York.

Cotula, L., Toulmin C., & Hesse, C., 2004. Land tenure and administration in Africa: Lessons of 
experience and emerging issues, IIED & FAO, London.

Cotula, L. (ed.), 2006. Changes in customary land tenure systems in Africa, FAO LSP Working Paper 38.

Cotula, L., Toulmin, C., Quan, J., 2006. Better land access for the rural poor. Lessons from experience 
and challenges ahead, IIED & FAO, p.19. See also, Meinzen-Dick, R., Pradhan, R., & Di Gregorio, M., 2004.

Cotula, L. (ed.), 2008. Right to food and access to natural resources, FAO on-line paper, Rome, FAO.

De Wit P., Tanner C., & Norfolk S., Supervised by Mr Paul Mathieu and Mr Paolo Groppo from 
FAO’s Land Tenure and Management Unit, NRLA, 2009.
Land policy development in an African context
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/012/ak547e/ak547e00.pdf 

De Wit P., Tanner C., & Norfolk S., Supervised by Mr Paul Mathieu and Mr Paolo Groppo from 
FAO’s Land Tenure and Management Unit, NRLA, 2009.
Participatory land delimitation ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/012/ak546e/ak546e00.pdf 

Eide, A., 2006. Promoting economic, social and cultural rights: Obligations of states and accountability 
of non-state actors, available at: http://www.hdr.undp.org/docs/events/global_forum/2000/eide.pdf

FAO. 2002. Land and sustainable development since Rio. Legal trends in agriculture and natural 
resource management, FAO Legislative Study 73, Rome, FAO.

FAO. 2005. Gender and land compendium of country studies, Rome, FAO.

FAO. 2007. Gender and law. Women’s rights in agriculture, FAO Legislative Study 76. Rev. 1, Rome, 
FAO.

Hatcher, J. supervised by Mr Paolo Groppo from FAO’s Land Tenure and Management Unit, NRLA, 
2009.
Dialogue, consensus and vision: participatory and negotiated territorial development – more then a 
methodology – a strategy for territorial interaction and integration.
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/012/ak545e/ak545e00.pdf



50

Herrera, A. & da Passano, M.G., 2006. Land tenure alternative conflict management, FAO Land 
Tenure Manuals 2, Rome, FAO.
http://www.fao.org/participation/bibdb/retrieval/det_scr.asp?unid=6301&langsel=en

Hodgson, S. 2004. Land and water – the rights interface, LSP Working Paper 10, Rome, FAO. ftp://
ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/J2601E/J2601E00.pdf

Hundie, B. 2006. Property rights among Afar pastoralists of northeastern Ethiopia: Forms, changes 
and conflicts. Paper presented at the ILRI (International Livestock Research Institute) conference 
on pastoralism and poverty reduction in East Africa. 27-28 June 2006, Nairobi. www.ilri.org/Link/
Publications/Publications/Theme%201/Pastoral%20conference/Papers/Hundie%20property%20
rights_ILRI%20conference.pdf

Ikdahl, I., Hellum, A., Kaarhus, R. & Benjaminsen, T.A., 2005. Human rights, formalization and 
women’s land rights in southern and eastern Africa, Noragric Report No. 26, Noragric. Norwegian 
University of Life Sciences.

ICRW, 2005. Property ownership for women: enriches, empowers and protects. Towards achieving the 
third Millenium Development Goal to promote gender equality and empower women, ICRW Millenium 
Development Goal Series.
http://www.icrw.org/docs/2005_brief_mdg-property.pdf

Maveneka, L. 2004. Mozambique’s family law passes!, Oxfam International (available at: http://
www.oxfam.org/en/programs/development/safrica/moz_law.htm

Meizen-Dick, R.S., Brown, L.R., Feldstein, H.S. & Quisumbing, A.R., 1997. Gender, property 
rights and natural resources. World Development 25(8): 1303-1315.

Meinzen-Dick, R. S. & Pradhan, R. 2002, Legal pluralism and dynamic property rights, CAPRi 
Working Paper No. 22.
http://www.capri.cgiar.org/pdf/capriwp22.pdf

Quan, J. 2006. Land access in the 21st century: Issues, trends, linkages and policy options”, LSP 
Working Paper, Rome, FAO.
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah245e/ah245e00.pdf

Rose, L.L. 2006. Children’s property and inheritance rights and their livelihoods: The context of HIV 
and AIDS in southern and east Africa, FAO, LSP Working Paper 39.
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah622e/ah622e00.pdf

Strickland, R.S., 2004. To have and to hold: Women’s property and inheritance rights in the context 
of HIV/AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa, Working Paper, ICRW and the Global Coalition on Women and 
AIDS.
http://www.icrw.org/docs/2004_paper_haveandhold.pdf 

Tanner, C. & Baleira, S. (eds), 2006. Mozambique’s legal framework for access to natural resources: 
the impact of new legal rights and community consultations on local livelihoods, FAO LSP Working 
Paper 28, Rome, FAO.

Tanner, C., 2002, Law-making in an African context: The 1997 Mozambican Land Law, FAO legal 
papers online No. 26, Rome, FAO.

Toulmin, C., 2008. Securing property rights in sub-Saharan Africa: the role of customary institutions, 
Land Use Policy 26 (2008): 10-19, available at: www.elsevier.com/locate/landusepol 



51Land and Property Rights

Wehrmann, B., 2008, Land conflicts. A practical guide to dealing with land disputes, GTZ, Eschborn, 
Germany.
http://www.gtz.de/de/dokumente/gtz2008-en-land-conflicts.pdf 

International human rights instruments and useful Internet sites 
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(www.achpr.org/english/_info/child_en.html )
Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa 
(www.achpr.org/english/_info/women_en.html)
Training resources

Amnesty International USA, 1998. Human rights educators’ network, Human Rights Resource 
Center, First Edition, 1998 (available at: http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/edumat/hreduseries/
hereandnow/Part-3/Activity2.htm ) 

Council of Europe, Compasito manual on human rights education for children. Available at: http://
www.eycb.coe.int/compasito/contents.html
FAO, 2004. Rural household and resources: A guide for extension workers, FAO SEAGA (available at: 
http://www.fao.org/sd/SEAGA) 
FAO, 2007. The right to food: A window on the world. Resource and Activity Guide, FAO & World 
Association of Girl Guides and Girls Scouts, Rome, FAO.
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/a1301e/a1301e00.pdf

Foundation for Teaching Economics. Introducing young individuals to an economic way of 
thinking, Lesson 4. Private property rights. (available at: http://www.fte.org/teachers/lessons/edsu/
edsuless4.htm ) 
Salto-Youth Support Centre (www.salto-youth.net)
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APPENDIX 1: 

Main international treaties and status of ratifications for selected African countries16

COUNTRY CEDAW CRC ACHPR
ACHPR 

PROTOCOL
ACRWC

Cameroon 1994 1993 1989 2006 (S) 1997

Ghana 1986 1990 1989 2003 (S) 2005

Kenya 1984 1990 1992 2003(S) 2000

Malawi 1987 1991 1989 2005 1999

Mozambique 1997 1994 1989 2005 1998

Namibia 1992 1990 1992 2004 2004

Sudan - 1990 1986 - -

Swaziland 2004 1995 1995 2004(S) -

Tanzania 1985 - 1984 2007 2003

Uganda 1985 1990 1986 2003(S) 1994

Zambia 1985 1991 1984 2006 -

Zimbabwe 1991 1990 1986 2003(S) 1995

CEDAW (Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women)
CRC (Convention on the Rights of the Child)
ACHPR (African Charter on Human and People’s Rights)
PROTOCOL (Protocol to the ACHPR on the Rights of Women in Africa)
ACRWC (African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child)

S= signature 

16  Countries selected are those where the JFFLS are currently implemented in Africa.
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