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Agenda Notes

The first session of the Committee on World Food Security, which was esfablished
a8 a standing committee of the Council by the Eighteenth Session of the FAO Conference,
will open at 10,30 hourson Monday, 5 April 1976 at FAO Headquarters, Rome. Provision has
been made for it to continue up to 9 April 1976,

I. Organizationa) Maliers

(a) Election of chairman and vice-chairman

The Committee will elect a chairman and a vice-chairman from among the represent-—
atives of members attending the session, The term of office would be for the current biennium,

(b) Adoption of agenda

The provisional agenda for this first session, which has been prepared by the
secretariat, includes a number of essential organizational matters as well as an order of
business based on the Commitiee?s terms of referance. : :

(c) Membership of the Commitiee

The Committee is open 1o all Member Ngtions of the Organizebion and all States
Members of the United Nations. It will be composed of those states which notify the
Director-General in writing of their desire to become members of the Committee and of
their intemtion to participate in its work. Membership will be for a biennium. The
secretariat will circulate a list of the current members of the Committee, based on
notifications made during the Bighteenth Session of the FAO Conference and subsequently
in reply to the letter of imvitation.

(d) Adoption of rules of procedure

The Committee will adopt rules of procedure, Draft rules, similar to those adopted
by other Committees of the Council with appropriate modifications, will be preparsd and
circulated by the secretariat.

{¢) Puture programme of work of the Commitiee

The new Committee will wish to examine how to organize ifs future work efficiently
50 as to fulfill its functions. These are: (1) to keep the world food securiiy situation
under continuous surveillance; {2) to evaluale periodically vhe adequacy of world cereal
stocke $0 ensure Tood security; (3) gemerally to oversee the implementation of the Under-
taking; and (4) to recommend prompt policy actions %o resolve diffioulties which arise.
While reporting to the FAQ Council, the Committee is expected to gubmit periodic and
special reports to the World Food Council. The secretariat will cvireulate a note suggest-—
ing a programme of work to fulfill these functions, for the Committee's consideration.
zhs order of business, set out below in the provisional agenda, has been drawn up on this

asiB. '

II. - Food Security Situation and Adequacy of World Cereal Stocks

(a) General review

Delegates are invited to express views on the general food security situation, as
well as on the adequacy of current and prospective cereal stock levels, in aggregate in
exporting and importing countries, The specific aim is to identify problems foreseen in




These amount in 1975/76 to about 18,6 million tons, and delegates of countries concerned

are invited to submit up-to-date figures to the session, 4s a basis for the Committee's
evaluation, the secretariat will circulate a short rote summarising the situation, includ-
ing the findings of the Intergovermmental Group on Grains on the world stock pogition,

The rice stock position will be reviewed by the Intergovermmental Group on Rice, which will
meet immediately prior to the Committeets gession, and iis conclusions will also be reported

to the Sesgion,

(b) Identification of problems

The secretariatts document on this Bubject will attempt 1o identify specifie elemente
of insecurity in the short and medium—term,

111, Steps Taken to Implement the International Undertaking

. Committests future arrangements for handling this major item will be conslidered under the
earlier item I(e), as noted above, To facilitate the Committee’s task, it is suggested
that zeparate attention be given to each of the three main components of the Undertakings

{2) measures to provide special agsistance to the production ang gtock programmes of
" developing countries; (b) measures to adopt national stock and reserve policies; and
{e) action to establish a foogd information system,

(a) Special assistance to developing countries

in particular, on the special assistance being mrovided to, or required by, developing
countries to promote food Ssecurity. The Committee pan discuss, under this item, the
implications fop asgistance programmes of any problems identified under its review of the
food security situation, including the import requirements of MSA countries., In the light
of this, the Committee may examine what action to recommend, :

The Committee may also take note of the activities;being developed through the
FLO food security spistance prog amme which advises developing countries on their national
and helps 1o mobilize the external aid required, FAO missions

ping couniries under this scheme in 1974/75 (Bangladesh, Botawana,
Ecuador, Bgypt, Ethiopia, Niger, Nigeria, Philippines and Thailand). & further four
migsions (Haiti, Indonesia, Tanzania ang Tunisia) are plammed for 1976, The FA0 Confsrence
invited all potential denor countries to cooperate in this scheme and to date 10 countries
have sgreed to do so (Austria, Canada, Denmark, Germany FoR.p Luxembourg, Netherlands, New
4ealand, Norway, United Kingdom, United States of America) plus the EEG, The secretariat will
gubmit a short background note which may assigt the Committee to give an appropriate orient ation
to the special aid being provided in accordance with the Undertaking, including the
activities of the FaQ food security assistance Scheme,

(b) Current status of national cereal stock Policies and targeisy

‘In order thst the Committes can inform itself of the present stalus of naiional
cereal stock policies; delegates are invited to make country statements of the action being
taken by their governments to review, formulate or establish national food stock and reserve
bolicies in accordance with the provisions and guidelines in seetions Iy II and III of the




(c) Global information and early werning system

To date, 60 countries have joined the Global System which was set up in March 1975,
and the secrebariat is consulting governments on the detailed working arrangements required
to put it into full effect, The secretariat will report on the present position to the
Committee, As the consultations will not be completed by April, it is suggested that at
its first session the Committee might take note of the sieps being taken and defer a full~
scale evaluation of the new System until its meeting in 1977,

IV, Recommendations on Short-Term and Long-Term Policy Action

In the light of the foregoing discussions, the Committee is empowered to "recommend
such shori-term and long-term policy action as considered necessary to remedy any difficulty
foreseen in assuring adequate cereal supplies for minimum world food security™, A4 secretariat
document will make a number of suggestions, as a2 basis for discussion,
Ve Other Matters

(a) Date of gecond session

The Committee will meet twice in a bisnnium and, according 1o itas terms of reference,
may hold additional sessions if required, If the Committee considers it warranted by
uncertainties in the food security situation, it may hold an additional session later in
1976 to reassess the position (e.g. in October 1976).

(b) Any other business

The commiftee may wish to review the progress achieved to date in negotiations
towards an international grains arrangement and, in particular, on mrovisions for reserve
stocks to assure world food security,

{¢) Adoption of report

The Commitiee will prepare a report to the FAQ Council, It may wish to consider
whether it should also submit a speclal report to the second session of the World Food
Council, . .




Proposed Timetable

(morning: 9.30-12.30 hours; afterncon: 14.30-17.30 hours)
Monday Opening Statement
> April morning I. Organizational Matters
(8) Election of chairman and vice-chairman
(b) Adoption of agenda
(c) Membership of the Committee
(d) Adoption of rules of grocedure
afternoon I(e) Puture programme of work of the Committee
Tuesday morning IT. TFood security situation and adequacy of world
& April cereal stocks .
{a) General review
(b) Tdentification of problems
afternoon ITI. Steps taken to implement the Imternational Undertaking
(2) Special assistance to developing countries
(b)  Current status of national cereal stock policies
and targete
Wednesday morning ITI{c) Global information and early warning system
T Amil Iv, Recommendations on short—ferm and long~term
policy action
afternoon L' Uther matiers
(a) Date of second session
(b)  Any other business
Thursday morning No plenary meeting
8 April Reserved for Drafting Committee
afternoon No session (3ranslation and
printing of report)
Friday
9 April morning V(c) Adoption of Report




