
FAO ECATD RAP visit to China to discuss future strategic directions

Dr Wantanee Kalpravidh, the newly 
appointed Regional Manager and Dr 
Peter Black, newly appointed Deputy 
Regional Manager of FAO Emergency 
Center for Transboundary Animal 
Diseases (ECTAD) Regional Office for 
Asia and the Pacific (RAP), visited China 
from 2-6 February 2015 to familiarise 
themselves with the FAO China ECTAD 
program and to discuss future strategic 
directions. While they were in China, 
they met with key stakeholders and 
donors in Beijing and paid a visit to the 
China Animal Health and Epidemiology 
Center (CAHEC) in Qingdao. 

The meeting in the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) was attended by the Dr Zhang Zhongqiu, Director-General 
of the Veterinary Bureau (VB) of the MoA; Dr Song Junxia, Director, Division of Science and Technology 
and International Cooperation of the VB; and Dr Zhao Lijun, Deputy Director, Department of International 
Cooperation (DIC) of the MoA. Dr Zhang Zhongqiu affirmed that the MoA and FAO had collaborated well 
since 2004. Given the various transboundary animal diseases (TADs) facing China, it is important to continue 
to strengthen the collaboration with international organizations. Dr Kalpravidh indicated that China FETPV 
has set a good example in the region since its launch in 2010. The China-Viet Nam Collaboration Meeting 
and the China-Lao PDR-Myanmar Collaboration Meeting that was held in December 2014 had also achieved 
good outcomes. It is hoped that China will play the leading role in future for promoting the cooperation with 
neighbouring countries. In addition, FAO is hoping to strengthen the collaboration with the China MoA in the 
areas of Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR), Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD) and African Swine Fever (ASF). Dr 
Zhang Zhongqiu also pointed out that multilateral cooperation has made significant progress and he hoped 
to broaden the cooperation with other neighbouring countries in future. MoA and FAO are confident of their 
cooperation in future. 

Dr Kalpravidh and Dr Black also had meetings with important stakeholders in Beijing, including the 
World Health Organization (WHO), U.S. Center for Disease Control and Prevention (USCDC), China Field 
Epidemiology Training Program (FETP) and the EU-China Trade Project (Phase II). FAO has had good 
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collaboration with these stakeholders through joint training/seminars, which have received positive 
outcomes. Joint activities will continue to be organized through the FETPV platform. 

Accompanied by Prof John Edwards and Dr Guo Fusheng, Dr Kalpravidh and Dr Black visited the CAHEC on 
5 February. They visited the National Exotic Animal Diseases Center (NEADC) and the Enzootics Disease 
laboratory, and Yebio Company located on Hongdao Island. They met with the Director of CAHEC and key 
laboratory experts and division chiefs. CAHEC expressed their appreciation of FAO's support and were willing 
to extend both laboratory and epidemiology training to the region, and to support laboratory proficiency 
testing in the region. 

Two new members joined the FAO China ECTAD 
team recently. In mid-January, Ms Cao Yongjing 
joined the office, who is working as the Finance 
Assistant. Ms Cao will mainly be working on the 
financial transactions of the office and other 
financial related tasks. Ms Sun Yue joined the 
team in February, and she is working as an 
Administrative Assistant. She will mainly be 
responsible for office administrative work, such 
as human resources, office procurement, and 
travel, while Ms Lu Feng (Fiona) is on maternity 
leave. 

In the Chinese calendar, 2015 is the Year of 
Goat. With the approaching of the new year, 
the team gathered together to celebrate the 
Chinese Spring Festival. Meanwhile, the team bade farewell to Dr Xu Tiangang, the Emerging Pandemic 
Threats Plus (EPT+) Project Coordinator, who has finished his contract with FAO and will return to the CAHEC 
next month. The team appreciated the good work done by Dr Xu in past years and wished him all the best in 
the future.

ECTAD office welcoming new members of the team and celebrating the Chinese Spring 
Festival

1. The Module 1 of the China Field Epidemiology Training Program for Veterinarians (FETPV) will be
held from 30 March-24 April 2015 in Qingdao and Beijing. The workshop for training of Chinese
trainers will be organized from 1-3 April during the Module 1.

Upcoming activities

ECTAD team celebrating the Chinese New Year
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