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saving mangroves

M angroves are disappearing at an
alarming rate in many countries,

and Myanmar is no exception. But today,
22 000 people in 32 villages around
Myanmar’s Wun Baik mangrove forest are
growing more food and earning extra
money while protecting and developing
the environment, all because of a joint
community-based conservation and
livelihoods project* by FAO and the
Ministry of Environment Conservation
and Forestry. The results achieved by the
project include:

Empowerment of women: Small
businesses run by women produce and
sell tree seedlings and fuel-efficient
stoves as a result of education and
business skills development provided
by the programme. The stoves cut daily
use of wood for cooking by about

40 percent.

Double-rack backyard vegetable
gardens: These home gardens increased
food supplies for family consumption

and boosted incomes for small farm
families. Today, the double rack backyard
vegetable gardens provide food and
income of about US$25 a month for
some 40 village families.

Village pond restoration: New fresh
water ponds in two Wun Baik villages
supply village plantations and gardens
with water, a high demand commodity
during the summer months.

Community-based mangrove
management demonstration: Using
ecological mangrove restoration
techniques, four acres of abandoned
paddy fields were turned back into
mangroves.

Myanmar’s mangroves are highly
productive ecosystems providing vital
support for rural livelihoods in a country
suffering from widespread poverty and
hunger. Between 35 and 40 percent of
the Wun Baik villagers live on US$1.30 or
less a day.



Myanmar’s forests total 31 773 000 hectares, and cover 48 percent of its total
land area. Between 1990 and 2010, the forest area was reduced by 7 445 000
hectares, or 19 percent, and the forests continue to disappear at a rate of

1 percent a year.

The project reduced pressure on mangrove resources through a variety of
initiatives that improved livelihoods in the surrounding communities and
helped villagers understand the benefits of healthy mangroves. Participatory
management skills development programmes that included increasing
awareness of the linkages between livelihoods and mangrove conservation led
villagers to better appreciate the value of mangroves. Helped by a World Food
Programme Food for work initiative, community groups planted more than

300 000 different trees and an additional 60 000 teak seedlings for timber.

Looking ahead: Without alternative sources of energy such as solar and wind
power for cooking, heating and lighting, pressure on mangroves is likely to
grow. Fuel-efficient stoves do not reduce the use of fuel wood significantly,

so if Myanmar’s mangroves are to be saved for future generations, small local
businesses must be encouraged to develop affordable small-scale wind and
solar-energy sources designed specifically for rural communities.

*Project: Sustainable community-based mangrove management in Wun Baik
Forest Reserve (TCP/MYA/3204)

Donor and budget: FAO, US$340 000
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For a world without hunger

The FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
leads international efforts to defeat hunger. Serving both developed and developing
countries, FAO acts as a neutral forum where all nations meet as equals to negotiate
agreements and debate policy. FAO is also a source of knowledge and information.
We help developing countries and countries in transition modernize and improve
agriculture, forestry and fisheries practices and ensure good nutrition for all. Since
our founding in 1945, we have focused special attention on developing rural areas,
home to 70 percent of the world’s poor and hungry people.
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