


FIGURE 1	 UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF FAMILY FARMING SURVEY IMPLEMENTATION IN SENEGAL IN 2021, 
COORDINATED BY FAO AND THE RÉSEAU DES ORGANISATIONS PAYSANNES ET DE PRODUCTEURS 
DE L'AFRIQUE DE L'OUEST (ROPPA)

Source: Kobo. 2023. KoboToolbox. Cited 27 March 2023. www.kobotoolbox.org, modi�ed by the authors based on data from FAO. (forthcoming). Consultation 
of the status of family farmers in the region of Zinguichor. Rome.  

Data available for family farming comes with various assets and shortcomings

Data on family farming is derived from multiple sources, each with advantages as well as shortcomings. Agricultural censuses 
provide a universal list of farms, which may cover all production systems. However, they could miss secondary sectors (e.g. �sheries, 
aquaculture or forestry). They also tend to offer a more limited set of indicators, given the large undertaking of the data collection. 
Another downside of censuses and registries is that these are costly exercises and thus infrequently implemented. 

Agricultural and household surveys, on the other hand, provide a representative sample of farms and households respectively, 
tend to be more frequently implemented and provide more detailed information on production and socioeconomic characteristics. 
However, they can often be limited in scope. Agricultural surveys are often strati�ed by land area or key crops, limiting the 
inclusion of certain farm types. Household surveys, on the other hand, are not sampled to be representative of the agricultural 
population so may be not adequate for the analysis of family farming when the share of the agricultural population in a country 
is low. Disaggregation to the territorial level is generally not possible for either type of survey, limiting the inclusion of certain 
farm types as well and the conclusions that can be derived from the data.

Additional challenges may also arise when collecting new information on family farming. One is the lack of an updated sample 
frame due to infrequent censuses or poorly implemented farmer registries. Furthermore, information about farmer organizations 
and their membership is often limited or unavailable. In some contexts, farming populations can be hard to reach or not considered 
if they have rotating agricultural activities according to agricultural seasons. 



Developing family farming classi�cations

In the context of the UNDFF, several countries have developed national strategies in support to family farming.  These require 
a clear de�nition of what constitutes a family farm, yet, establishing a statistical (and thus, operational) de�nition of the sector 
is often at odds with the concept of family farming. Particularly, statistical de�nitions are limited to quanti�able indicators, 
preventing integration of normative aspects, which go beyond economic dimensions (FAO, 2023), andmake justice to the 
signi�cant cultural and social values associated with family farming.

Attempts to measure the size of the sector (Lower, SÆnchez and Bertini, 2021) place family farmers as managing around 
90 percent of the world�s farms, around 80 percent of the global food supply, and more than half of the world�s nutrient supply. 
However, if farm size is considered, smaller farms of 2 hectares or less, contribute to a lesser extent. 

Such standardized measures may underestimate the sector in terms of scope and scale, due to inherent criteria regarding the 
production unit, which generally excludes non-crop agriculture. Regardless of the de�nition adopted, consensus exists (FAO and 
IFAD, 2019) that family farmers are major actors in the global food system, critical contributors to global food security and an 
essential population to consider and support for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) continues to support its Member Nations in the development 
of farm typology classi�cations (FTC, 2018) and in the development of operational de�nitions of family farming. FAO is also 
supporting the UNDFF by enhancing the evidence on family farming (FAO, 2023) status around the world. A recent publication 
pro�ling family farming in Peru (Cabrera and De la O Campos, 2023), based on four typologies of family farms, highlights the 
diversity of the sector�s livelihood strategies (Figure 2).

FIGURE 2	 LIVELIHOOD STRATEGIES OF THE DIFFERENT FAMILY FARMS IN PERU
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Source: Cabrera Cevallos, C.E. y De la O Campos A.P. 2023. La agricultura familiar en el Perœ - Brechas, retos y oportunidades. Economía del desarrollo agrícola 
de la FAO � Estudio tØcnico N.o 28. Roma, FAO. https://doi.org/10.4060/cc4897es

Global consultation: the challenges of COVID-19 for family farmers 

FAO piloted a global online consultation on the challenges and strategies of family farmers in the context of COVID-19, 
focusing on crisis and postcrisis recovery strategies. An online survey targeting family farmers and small-scale producers was 
developed for this purpose. An additional survey, conducting in person interviews by farmer organizations, was implemented in 
the last two months of 2020 and early 2021. 

The survey instruments developed for the global consultation were then re�ned to launch a more comprehensive, representative 
and regular monitoring strategy of family farming during the UNDFF (see next section). Although the pilot survey was not based 
on a universal sample frame of family farmers (given the absence of any such tool) the widespread implementation of the 
questionnaire through family farming networks enabled extensive coverage among speci�c subpopulations, validating the survey 
instrument in its content and applicability among family farmer populations (Figure 3).








