
The COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 interrupted the years of international 
cooperation that sought to achieve food security in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Due to the emergency, economic changes occurred in the 
involvement of institutions in developing School Feeding Programmes (SFPs), 
food delivery and creating safe classrooms.
The project built upon the Government of Brazil’s technical cooperation in the 
region, supporting the implementation of programmes and public policies to 
ensure adequate and healthy food for students and their families. It also 
promoted local economic development through direct purchases from family 
farmers.
This South-South Cooperation in capacity development and gender equality led 
to a school feeding network in the region. This network involves 26 countries 
engaging in activities and dialogue on the subject and has contributed to reducing 
poverty and malnutrition.

KEY FACTS

Latest Approved Budget
USD 2 886 889

Duration
June 2018–November 2023

Resource Partner
Brazil

Partners
Brazilian Cooperation Agency, 
National Fund for Educational 
Development

Beneficiaries
Students, families, farmers and 
professionals from the school 
community; Experts and managers 
from government institutions; 
Civil society

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?
Dialogue and cooperation between and among countries since 2009, along with 
the training of government managers and experts, have fostered the 
development of the Sustainable School Feeding Network. This network has 
enhanced regional exchange and facilitated decision-making by managers at the 
national level. 
The initiative includes the Sustainable Schools Methodology, which from 2017 to 
2022, served nearly 2 million students across over 23 000 schools and around 
9 000 farming families. Teaching materials such as good practice booklets, 
content books, and documents showcasing the results of the project activities 
have been distributed. Over 12 000 technical professionals across the region have 
received training on using school feeding programmes as an educational 
approach to promote healthy lifestyles.
All activities have targeted the equal inclusion of women, whether in food 
programmes, local product sales or the management of rural and urban schools.

CONSOLIDATING SCHOOL FEEDING PROGRAMMES IN 
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
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ACTIVITIES
▪ Video conferences and webinars with the participation of 18 countries in the 

region to discuss and share strategies for keeping School Feeding 
Programmes running while classes were suspended.

▪ Materials produced in electronic versions, and activities on social networks, 
digital platforms and websites, with regional dialogues and sharing of 
experiences pertaining to food delivery to students during school closures. 

▪ Interviews and articles in 100 press media outlets from 27 countries and 
podcasts on the operation of the Sustainable Schools Methodology.

▪ Food and nutrition education activities, such as implementing school gardens 
to care for the environment and natural resources.

▪ Discussions, sharing of experiences and reflections with over 9 000 
professionals from 19 countries in virtual and in-person events focused on 
coordinating and strengthening School Feeding Programmes with other 
sectors.

▪ Over 200 managers and experts from 22 countries participated in eight field 
visits to schools and municipalities to observe the implementation of Brazil's 
National School Feeding Programme and the Sustainable Schools 
Methodology.

▪ Training activities, events, and meetings to disseminate knowledge, 
information, and publications of technical and educational materials with 
over 6 700 government professionals from 14 countries.

Project Title
Consolidation of School Feeding Programmes 
in Latin America and the Caribbean
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Partnerships and Outreach
For more information, please contact: Reporting@fao.org 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

00153 Rome, Italy

Project Code
FAO: GCP/RLA/223/BRA

Contact
FAO Regional Office for Latin America and the 
CaribbeanFAO-RLC@fao.org

IMPACT
▪ Policies, strategies, and tailor-made SFPs in a well-established consolidation 

process are firmly on the political agenda of the countries and the region, 
based on a new vision of guaranteeing school feeding as a right.

▪ Creation and coordination of a regional network for dialogue and the joint 
management of school feeding involving 26 countries.

▪ Development of the Sustainable Schools Methodology in 14 countries.

▪ Training of over 12 000 government professionals from 14 countries.

▪ Strengthening food and nutrition education actions through family and 
school gardens has raised awareness among children, youth and adults about 
vegetable consumption for nutrition, aiming to eradicate hunger and food 
insecurity and reduce poverty. 

▪ Joint strategy to strengthen SFPs in Latin America and the Caribbean, a safe 
environment during and post-pandemic that allowed the acquisition and 
distribution of personal hygiene and refrigeration kits in 11 countries, 
benefiting around 102 000 students from almost 600 schools.

▪ Vulnerable people have seen improvements in their livelihoods thanks to 
local product procurement, productive jobs and decent work, with better 
organization and better facilities.

These have been the project's key successes, with the strengthening of SFPs 
becoming firmly implanted on the political agenda of the countries and the 
region, progressing according to each country’s conditions and characteristics.
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