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AAFC Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

ACAP Arctic Council Action Plan 

ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations

ASP Asian Soil Partnership

ATSDR United States Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry

BPA Bisphenol A 

BTEX Compounds of benzene, toluene, ethyl 
benzene and xylenes

DDT Dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane 

DNA Deoxyribonucleic acid

ECLAC Economic Commission for Latin America and 
the Caribbean

EFSA European Food Safety Authority 

EIONET European Environment Information and 
Observation Network 

EOL End-of-life 

EPA Environment Protection Agency

ESP European Soil Partnership

EU European Union

EUR Euro

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations

GHG Greenhouse gas

GSOP Global Symposium on Soil Pollution

GSP Global Soil Partnership

HCH Hexachlorocyclohexane

HMX Octahydro-1,3,5,7-tetranitro-1,3,5,7-
tetrazocine

INI International Nitrogen Initiative 

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

IQ Intelligence quotient

ISO International Organization for Standardization

ITPS Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils

ITRC Interstate Technology Regulatory Council

IUPAC International Union of Pure and Applied 
Chemistry

JRC Joint Research Centre, European Commission

LAC Latin America and the Caribbean Soil 
Partnership

MNM Manufactured nanomaterials 

MSW Municipal solid waste 

NENA Near East and North Africa Soil Partnership

NICOLE Network for Industrially Co-ordinated 
Sustainable Land Management in Europe

NPRI Canadian National Pollutant Release Inventory

OCPs Organochlorine pesticides

OPs Obsolete pesticides 

PAE Phthalate ester

PAHs Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons

PBDDs Polybrominated dibenzo-p-dioxins 

PBDEs Polybrominated diphenyl ethers

PBDFs Polybrominated dibenzofurans 

PCBs Polychlorinated biphenyls 

PCDDs Polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins 

PCDFs Polychlorinated dibenzofurans 

PFAS Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances 

PFOA Perfluorooctanoic acid

PFOS Perfluorooctanesulfonic acid

POPs Persistent organic pollutants

PPCP Pharmaceuticals and personal care products

RDX 1,3,5-trinitroperhydro-1,3,5-triazine 

SDG Sustainable Development Goals

SSM Sustainable soil management

SSV Soil screening value

TNT Trinitrotoluene

TRI United States Toxics Release Inventory 

TSIP Toxic Sites Identification Program 

UAE United Arab Emirates

UN United Nations

UNEA United Nations Environment Assembly 

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme 

UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization

UNSCEAR United Nations Scientific Committee on the 
Effects of Atomic Radiation

US United States of America

USD United States Dollar

VGSSM Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Soil 
Management

VOCs Volatile organic compounds 

WHO World Health Organization
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