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in an

earthquake

Check food  
for damage,
spoilage  
or visible 
contamination.   

Discard cans or
cartons that are
swollen or leaking
and cracked  
or broken
glass containers.

AVOID CONTAMINATION
Why is it important? Earthquakes may damage sewer lines, gas pipes or infrastructure, 
releasing microbiological, chemical or radioactive materials. They can also cause physical debris 
to fall. If these come in contact with food or water, they may make them unsafe for consumption.

6MEASURES
TO KEEP

 FOOD SAFE

When sewage pipes break during earthquakes, hazardous waste can leak into the 
soil. This becomes a major problem when water supply pipes are also damaged, 
making them vulnerable to leaked sewage and other pollutants through cross-
contamination.

DID 
YOU 
KNOW ?

If in doubt, throw 
out any foods  
whose safety  
cannot be  
guaranteed. 

Follow government 
advice about 
hazardous releases to 
avoid being exposed 
to contaminated food 
or water.


