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WESTERN CENTRAL ATLANTIC FISHERY COMMISSION (WECAFC)

TWENTIETH SESSION (HYBRID)

Montego Bay, Jamaica, 8-10 July 2025

Summary of the priorities identified at the fourth meeting of the
Sustainable Ocean initiative Global Dialogue with
Regional Seas Organizations and Regional Fishery Bodies

This document provides an overview of the Sustainable Ocean Initiative Global Dialogue with Regional Seas
Organizations and Regional Fishery Bodies, and its relevance to supporting the implementation of the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, as well as a summary of the outcomes of its fourth
meeting (11-14 June 2024, Seoul, Republic of Korea).

Suggested Action by the Commission

The Commission is invited to discuss potential approaches and opportunities for enhanced regional cross-
sectoral collaboration and means to enhance such collaboration through the Sustainable Ocean Initiative
Global Dialogue with Regional Seas Organizations and Regional Fishery Bodies in order to facilitate the
achievement of global goals and targets for biodiversity.



1. Introduction

The Sustainable Ocean Initiative (SOI) Global Dialogue with Regional Seas Organizations (RSOs) and
Regional Fishery Bodies (RFBs) was launched in 2016 by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) to facilitate regional cross-sectoral collaboration and coordination
in support of the conservation and sustainable use of marine and coastal biodiversity. The work of the SOI
Global Dialogue has since become especially important in the context of recent international frameworks and
agreements, in particular the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and the Agreement under
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) on the Conservation and Sustainable Use
of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ Agreement).

2. The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework
2.1 Background

In December 2022, the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the Convention on Biological Diversity, at its
fifteenth meeting, adopted the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework,' a historic and ambitious
plan to halt and reverse the trends of biodiversity loss. Being highly cross-cutting, implementing the
Framework requires a whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach. The Framework includes 4
outcome-oriented goals for 2050,2 23 action-oriented targets for 2030,® and several sections providing
guidance on its implementation and monitoring. It was adopted together with a monitoring framework for
tracking progress towards its goals and targets*, comprised of headline, component and complementary
indicators. CBD Parties have been working on aligning their National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans
(NBSAPs) and developing national targets in line with the Framework. At its seventeenth and nineteenth
meetings (2026 and 2028, respectively), the COP will conduct global reviews of collective progress in
implementing the Framework, primarily based on national reports and a global report incorporating additional
sources of authoritative information.

2.2 Key targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

The 23 targets of the Framework are highly cross-cutting, with nearly all of them being relevant to marine and
coastal biodiversity. As a result, achieving them will require coordinated efforts by a range of stakeholders
across all sectors. The following targets are particularly relevant for fisheries (due to length restrictions, only
a short description of each target is provided below; for the full text of all targets, please visit
https://www.cbd.int/gbf/targets):

e TARGET 2: Restore 30% of all Degraded Ecosystems
o Potential relevance for fisheries: Advancing restoration of depleted fisheries species or stocks
and habitat protection.

e TARGET 3: Conserve 30% of Land, Waters and Seas
o Potential relevance for fisheries: The role of the fisheries sector in the planning and
implementation of other effective area-based conservation measures (OECMs), including
area-based management tools.

e TARGET 4: Halt Species Extinction, Protect Genetic Diversity, and Manage Human-Wildlife
Conflicts
o Potential relevance for fisheries: Minimizing human-wildlife conflict, including by reducing
bycatch and the risk and impacts of ship strikes on marine species.

I CBD COP decision 15/4

2 https://www.cbd.int/gbf/goals

3 https://www.cbd.int/gbf/targets
4 CBD COP decision 15/5




e TARGET 35: Ensure Sustainable, Safe and Legal Harvesting and Trade of Wild Species
o Potential relevance for fisheries: Ensuring sustainable fisheries, reducing illegal, unreported
and unregulated (IUU) fishing, and avoiding destructive fishing practices and bycatch.

e TARGET 7: Reduce Pollution to Levels That Are Not Harmful to Biodiversity
o Potential relevance for fisheries: Reducing pollution risks and the negative impacts of
pollution from activities associated with fisheries, including abandoned, lost, or otherwise
discarded fishing gear and plastic pollution including microplastics

e TARGET 9: Manage Wild Species Sustainably To Benefit People
o Potential relevance for fisheries: Ensuring sustainable harvesting of fisheries and other
marine species, including through customary sustainable use, for sustainable livelihoods and
other social and economic benefits.

e TARGET 10: Enhance Biodiversity and Sustainability in Agriculture, Aquaculture, Fisheries, and
Forestry
o Potential relevance for fisheries: Ensuring sustainable management of areas being used for
fisheries and aquaculture, including through community-based management.

e TARGET 14: Integrate Biodiversity in Decision-Making at Every Level
o Potential relevance for fisheries: Mainstreaming key considerations for biodiversity into the
policies, planning, operations, and management of the fisheries sector.

e TARGET 15: Businesses Assess, Disclose and Reduce Biodiversity-Related Risks and Negative
Impacts
o Potential relevance for fisheries: Encouraging and enabling the fisheries sector to reduce
negative impacts on biodiversity, including through, for example, ecolabeling and
certification.

e TARGET 18: Reduce Harmful Incentives by at Least $500 Billion per Year, and Scale Up Positive
Incentives for Biodiversity
o Potential relevance for fisheries: Eliminating fisheries incentives, including subsidies, that
may be harmful for biodiversity, and scaling up positive fisheries incentives.

e TARGET 22: Ensure Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice and Information Related
to Biodiversity for all

o Potential relevance for fisheries: Strengthening community-based fisheries management and

upholding the rights of small-scale fishers and indigenous peoples and local coastal
communities.

3. The Sustainable Ocean Initiative Global Dialogue with Regional Seas Organizations and Regional
Fishery Bodies

3.1 Background

The Sustainable Ocean Initiative (SOI) Global Dialogue with Regional Seas Organizations (RSOs) and
Regional Fishery Bodies (RFBs) was established by the CBD Secretariat, UNEP, and FAO in 2016 to
strengthen regional cross-sectoral cooperation in support of national-level implementation and the
achievement of global biodiversity targets and Sustainable Development Goals. The SOI Global Dialogue
was established in view of the important role of regional ocean governance bodies in translating global
commitments into national action, supporting implementation, and reporting on progress and challenges at
both regional and global levels. Under the SOI Global Dialogue, key global and regional governance bodies
have an informal platform to identify means and opportunities for improved cooperation among RSOs and
RFBs, in order to help them better fulfill their mandates and support the achievement of global, regional and



national priorities

Since 2016, the SOI Global Dialogue has made significant progress through four of its meetings
(supplemented by intersessional workshops and informal working groups), held in the Republic of Korea:

e In Seoul, from 26 to 29 September 2016;°

e In Seoul, from 10 to 13 April 2018;°

e In Busan, from 25 to 28 October 2022;” and

e In Seoul, from 11 to 14 June 20243

These gatherings have catalyzed improved cooperation and collaboration between RSOs and RFBs on issues
related to the conservation and sustainable use of marine and coastal biodiversity. They have identified
tangible opportunities to improve cross-sectoral collaboration, within and across regions, and outlined the
roles of regional organizations in supporting global commitments for fisheries, environment, biodiversity and
sustainable development.

3.2 Key issues and priorities of the fourth meeting of the SOI Global Dialogue with RSOs and RFBs

The fourth meeting of the SOI Global Dialogue with RSOs and RFBs® was convened under the theme of
catalyzing regional leadership in implementing major global frameworks for the ocean. It was organized by
the CBD Secretariat, UNEP and FAO, with the support of the National Marine Biodiversity Institute of Korea,
and the financial support of the Government of the Republic of Korea (through the Ministry of Oceans and
Fisheries), the Government of France (through the French Biodiversity Agency) and the Principality of
Monaco. The meeting gathered key representatives of RSOs, RFBs, other global and regional organizations
and initiatives, governments, non-governmental organizations, and the private sector. The Western Central
Atlantic Fishery Commission was represented in the session by its 1% Vice-Chair, the Vice-Minister Rony
Leiva Martinez.

In light of the newly adopted global ocean-related instruments, the meeting presented a timely and critical
opportunity to discuss the key roles of regional organizations, and their collaboration, in supporting the
implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and the BBNJ Agreement.

Participants shared experiences on how their organizations are supporting their respective contracting Parties
/ Member States with respect to implementing the Framework, and discussed the potential means and
approaches to enhance support for monitoring and reporting progress at the national and regional scales.
Participants also discussed key challenges, opportunities and priority actions for global and regional
organizations to support the entry into force and future implementation of the BBNJ Agreement. As in
previous meetings, participants also exchanged lessons learned and experiences in areas of mutual interest to
RSOs and RFBs within and across regions, reported on concrete progress in regional cross-sectoral
collaboration and identified tangible opportunities to further advance it.

As described in more detail in the full meeting report,® the following key issues and priorities, inter alia,
emerged from these discussions:

Enhancing cross-sectoral regional cooperation

While cross-sectoral regional cooperation has significantly increased since the SOI Global Dialogue was
launched in 2016, participants emphasized the continued need to strengthen collaboration and coordination

5 Outcome of the Sustainable Ocean Initiative Global Dialogue with Regional Seas Organizations and Regional Fisheries Bodies on
Accelerating Progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets (“Seoul Outcome”). Available at
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/soiom-2016-01/official/soiom-2016-01-outcome-en.pdf

¢ Seoul Outcome +2: Second meeting of the Sustainable Ocean Initiative Global Dialogue with Regional Seas Organizations and
Regional Fishery Bodies on Accelerating Progress toward the Aichi Biodiversity Targets and Sustainable Development Goals.
Auvailable at https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a3e1/53e3/08fc2a8f36e21b2366d03aa9/soi-om-2018-01-02-en.pdf

7 Busan Outcome: Third meeting of the Sustainable Ocean Initiative Global Dialogue with Regional Seas Organizations and
Regional Fishery Bodies. Available at: https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/dcee/41b9/255¢e54901¢e1c8ed2551{06d/soi-om-2022-outcomes-
en.pdf

8 Report of the fourth meeting of the SOI Global Dialogue with Regional Seas Organizations and Regional Fishery Bodies.
Available at https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/cb6a/08b8/41d13ec1348143b5b4e5f187/s0i-om-2024-01-report-en.pdf

° Documents for the fourth meeting of the SOI Global Dialogue are available at https:/www.cbd.int/meetings/SOI-OM-2024-01
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between RSOs and RFBs, particularly to support the effective implementation of global frameworks related
to marine and coastal ecosystems. Participants further noted the following, inter alia:

The importance of raising awareness among Contracting Parties and members about the value of such
cooperation, and to build trust and facilitate information exchange, including through the SOI Global
Dialogue;

Increasing the visibility and political support for cross-sectoral cooperation within and across regions
is essential to further strengthen cooperation and advance on various objectives;

Developments in various global intergovernmental processes demand increased regional cooperation
on issues of common interest, including the need to engage other relevant regional bodies;

The possibility of joint and collaborative projects on issues such as other effective area-based
conservation measures (OECMs), marine spatial planning and integrated marine and coastal area
management, blue economy, marine renewable energy, and specific issues relevant to global
instruments such as the BBNJ Agreement or the international legally binding instrument on plastic
pollution, including in the marine environment (currently under development);

The need to increase cross-sectoral engagement beyond the environment and fisheries sectors to
include actors such as the private sector, tourism, and maritime industries, among others;

Cross-sectoral efforts are needed at both national and regional levels to strengthen dialogue and
cooperation among ministries and institutions working in different areas; and

Strengthening institutional capacity at the national level and leveraging existing institutional
mechanisms are needed, alongside ensuring enabling conditions, such as adequate financing, to foster
transformative change.

Supporting the implementation and monitoring of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

The meeting underscored the important roles that global and regional organizations can play in supporting
countries with respect to the Framework. This includes helping countries in implementation efforts, providing
support for aligning their NBSAPs and national targets with the Framework,'? providing technical assistance
for monitoring and reporting, enhancing capacity-building and training efforts, and supporting the robust
engagement of various sectors (e.g., transportation, tourism). Participants further noted the following, inter

alia:

Many regional organizations already have mandates to support their Contracting Parties and Member
States in implementing the Framework, and some have started aligning their planning, strategies, and
activities with the key goals and targets, in support of national implementation;

While there is a wide range of tools, guidance and resources available at global and regional levels
that can support implementation, they may not be fully reflected in national planning. Regional
organizations can help bridge this gap by providing briefings to their respective Parties and Member
States on key relevant issues and developments in their respective processes, and by facilitating
exchange of experiences among countries on revising the NBSAPs;

As countries prepare to undertake more systematic and data-driven monitoring of progress toward the
Framework, regional bodies can support the application of the headline, component and
complimentary indicators, or other relevant national indicators, in marine and coastal areas;

Regional organizations can assist in harmonizing monitoring methodologies across countries and
support various biodiversity-related regional assessments that could feed into countries’ reporting
efforts, especially with respect to species and ecosystems that span across multiple jurisdictions,
including migratory species;

19 Information on the National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs) and national targets is available at
https://www.cbd.int/nbsap




e The importance of increasing awareness among national focal points of regional organizations
regarding the mechanisms for planning, monitoring, reporting and review for the Framework under
the CBD,!! and facilitate dialogues with respective national focal points of the CBD.

Supporting the BBNJ Agreement: Entry into force and implementation

The meeting explored the roles of regional and global organizations in facilitating national preparations for
the entry into force and implementation of the BBNJ Agreement. This includes, in particular, promoting a
better understanding of the various provisions of the Agreement, raising awareness of its implications at the
national level and for different sectors, and supporting needs assessments and future implementation efforts.
Participants further noted the following, inter alia:

e The importance of coordination and complementarity of efforts in order to avoid duplication of efforts
and ensure tailored approaches to each region;

e Some regions already hold valuable knowledge, data and expertise highly relevant to the
implementation of the Agreement, including information and data on human activities and their
impacts in areas beyond national jurisdiction;

e Significant amount of work has been undertaken on area-based management tools (ABMTs),
including marine protected areas (MPAs) and environmental impact assessments (EIAs), in global
and regional processes and various sectors, that can inform the implementation of various provisions
of the Agreement;

e Due to significant capacity gaps, participants stressed the value of capacity needs assessments to
ensure capacity-building and technology transfer efforts of regional organizations are targeted
accordingly;

e Strengthened regional coordination is needed to improve the understanding of the Agreement’s
implications for respective regions and processes;

e Theneed to maximize available opportunities such as developing new projects, convening workshops,
and sharing materials about the Agreement to increase its understanding and relevance to the work of
the regional organizations; and

e The value of awareness-raising efforts and capacity-building support available from the Division of
Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea (DOALOS) and through the Global Environment Facility
(GEF).

SOI Global Dialogue as a key mechanism to foster collaboration and raise awareness

In light of these discussions, participants stressed the key role of the SOI Global Dialogue as a crucial
mechanism to not only foster regional cross-sectoral collaboration and coordination to achieve global goals
and targets for the ocean but also raise awareness on the importance of such collaboration, share information
and experiences, and catalyze joint capacity building activities. It also serves as a valuable opportunity to keep
regional organizations informed and engaged in the Framework and the BBNJ Agreement, and continue
raising awareness and experience sharing, including with respect to other relevant intergovernmental
processes.

I More information regarding the planning, monitoring, reporting and review process is available in CBD COP decisions 15/6 and
16/32.



