
One Health in agrifood systems
FAO’s animal health service offer

Opportunities for partnership 2025–2030



FAO is pleased to present a portfolio showcasing animal health 
and One Health service offer, ultimately aimed at providing a 
service to all countries, in particular low- and middle-income 
countries.   

Guided by FAO’s Strategic Plan (2022-2033) and its One 
Health Priority Programme Area (OH PPA) and the FAO 
Sustainable Livestock Transformation framework, as well as 
the Quadripartite One Health Joint Plan of Action, FAO’s offer 
provides both:  

Foundational and programmatic support - ensuring local and 
global health systems strengthening to guard against threats 
both in peacetime and when emergency action needs to be 
triggered.  

Threat specific expertise – including for emerging, potentially 
pandemic infectious diseases and other threats (such as AMR) 
through to endemic diseases, all of which affect local and 
global health security, food production, livelihoods and trade.  

Strategic overview and 
opportunities for partnership

Workforce development & 
community engagement

Veterinary vaccines for Member 
Countries

Ensuring surveillance & early warning

Veterinary laboratory networks

From disease threat anticipation to 
emergency action

Halting the spread of avian influenza 

Incentivizing participation in efforts to 
control food-and-mouth disease (FMD)

Peste de Petits Ruminants (PPR) and 
other high impact ruminant threats

Progressive control of African animal 
trypanosomosis

Global control of African swine fever

Integrated animal health and One Health programmes

Priority animal 
diseases

Foundations of animal 
health systems
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FAO’s animal health service offer

National 
One Health 
action

Combating 
transboundary 
animal diseases 
(TADs)

Upstream 
prevention of 
pandemic zoonotic 
diseases at source

Tackling 
antimicrobial 
resistance 
(AMR)

Tackling 
economically 
significant livestock 
production diseases



To provide such support, FAO relies on its extended network of 
country, regional and subregional offices, as well as a global 
workforce. FAO is working to a new business model aimed at 
catalysing sustainable action through partnerships with local, 
national and regional institutes and governments, through 
capacity development and sustainable financial leverage. Given 
governments, especially in low- and middle-income countries, 
face tighter fiscal space and complex development challenges, 
FAO is advocating for a shift toward financial sustainability that 
is essential to sustain One Health implementation and impact 
– combining increased domestic financing with innovative 
co-investment models that leverage international financing, 
including concessional loans and public-private partnerships, 
utilizing existing vertical and thematic funds, such as the 
Pandemic Fund,  unique pooled mechanisms, and targeted 
project resources, while scaling domestic commitment.  

One Health is no longer a conceptual 
aspiration – it is a practical, cost-effective 
solution to the multidimensional health, food 
and nutrition and environmental crises facing 
the world today. FAO’s strategic vision and 
operational capacity make it a critical partner, 
along with the Quadripartite and multiple 
other actors at all levels.   

The One Health approach is a transformative, 
integrated framework that acknowledges the 
interdependence of human, animal, plant, 
and environment health. It responds to the 
increasing convergence of health threats – 
pandemics, antimicrobial resistance (AMR), 
zoonoses, food safety hazards, biodiversity 
loss, and environmental degradation – 
that undermine agrifood systems, disrupt 
livelihoods, worsen inequalities, and threaten 
global sustainable development. The 
COVID-19 pandemic starkly demonstrated 
the socio-economic costs of neglecting this 
interconnectedness, reinforcing the need for 
interdisciplinary, systems-based prevention 
and response mechanisms.  

One Health emphasizes multi-sectoral 
collaboration across health, agriculture, 
environment, and beyond. It drives joint risk 
assessments, integrated surveillance, cross-
sectoral policy coherence, and inclusive 
coordination that engages civil society, 
academia, the private sector, and communities. 
The objective is not only to avert and mitigate 
threats but to maximize co-benefits – reducing 
disease burden, increasing agricultural 
productivity, safeguarding ecosystems, and 
enhancing food and nutrition security.   
 
Despite growing global recognition and 
political momentum – bolstered by global 
instruments like the Pandemic Instrument 
and climate-health negotiations – systemic 
One Health implementation and large-scale 
investment remain limited. Challenges include 
fragmented efforts, constrained financial 
resources, and the need for compelling 
evidence on return on investment (ROI) to 
guide prioritization and scale-up.  

The One Health approach
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FAO invites potential partners to browse the portfolio and 
engage in strategic discussions on how to ensure all countries 
and regions have adequate capacity to address health and food 
security threats. The globe is only as strong as the weakest link 
and low- to middle-income countries cannot bear the cost of 
global health security alone.   

Scaling up investment in animal health and One Health services 
is not only a public health imperative but a pathway to resilient 
agrifood systems, economic stability, and progress toward the 
Sustainable Development Goals.

An invitation   
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Contact:
Animal Production and Health 
Division – Natural Resources and 
Sustainable Production Stream
 
NSA-Director@fao.org
 
https://www.fao.org/agriculture/
animal-production-and-health/en
 
https://x.com/FAOLivestock
 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations Rome, Italy

>

Some rights reserved. This work is made available under the 
Creative Commons Attribution - 4.0 International licence (CC BY 4.0). 
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