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EXTRACTS RELATED TO THE FOLLOW-UP TO THE  
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(8-9 JUNE 2006) 

 

I. REPORT OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH FAO REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE FOR EUROPE (ERC/06/REP) 

 

Contribution of rural development in meeting the World Food Summit (WFS)/Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) in the Region 

 

For the attention of Governments 

The Conference underlined: 

that rural development had an essential role to play for the members of the Region that were 
still in a process of transition with regard to their rural economies (para. 14); 

that rural development in these countries should be based on a coherent and holistic strategy, 
within which concerns such as social justice and sustainable management of natural resources 
would be integrated (para. 14); 

that the exchange of experience related to fostering rural development through the cultivation 
of traditional food products as well as through the preservation of its national and cultural 
heritage could be beneficial (para. 17); 
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For the attention of FAO 

The Conference underlined: 

that FAO activities were of paramount importance in assisting Member Nations in the Region 
in meeting the challenges of the WFS and MDGs targets (para. 12); 

that the role of FAO in this area was as relevant in Europe as in other regions of the world 
(para. 12); 

 

Strengthening Regional Cooperation and assisting countries in controlling Highly 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in Europe, including CIS countries 

 

For the attention of Governments 

The Conference underlined: 

that HPAI could not be tackled only at the national level but needed to be addressed through 
an effective cooperation at international level (para. 37); 

the establishment of the Emergency Centre for Transboundary Animal Diseases (ECTAD); 
within the Global Framework for the Progressive Control of Transboundary Animal Diseases 
(GF-TAD) to coordinate the emergency response to Avian Influenza (para 39); 

that actions at international and national level remain essential elements of the ongoing global 
efforts to prevent the spread of HPAI worldwide (para. 43);   

 

For the attention of FAO 

The Conference underlined: 

to receive further information on the follow-up to the Regional Meeting on Avian Influenza 
held in Ankara (Turkey, April 2006) and on the International Scientific Conference on Avian 
Influenza and Wild Birds, held in Rome in May 2006 (para. 40);  

that the work of FAO and OIE in strengthening veterinary services must be supported and 
coordinated with WHO in order to increase pandemic preparedness in developing countries 
(para. 43);  

 

Report on FAO Activities in the Region 2004-05 

 

For the attention of Governments 

The Conference underlined: 

that the priorities, identified within the Strategic Framework 2000-2015, endorsed at the 22nd 
FAO Regional Conference for Europe and reiterated by the subsequent Conferences in 2002 
and 2004, took into consideration both agricultural policies in the enlarged EU and its 
acceding countries, as well as the special needs of the countries of the Balkans and the CIS 
(para. 60); 
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For the attention of FAO 

The Conference underlined: 

the importance of the livestock activities in the period 2004-05 and the emergency assistance 
for the early detection and prevention of HPAI (para. 62); 

of the FAO/WHO initiatives and stressed the importance of the training provided related to 
issues of food safety, risk assessment and Codex Alimentarius (para. 63); 

that land tenure, land consolidation and land management were issues of importance for 
sustainable agriculture and rural development (para. 64); 

the important support provided by FAO in the area of fisheries (para. 66); 

of the work undertaken in the forestry sector and of the close collaboration with other UN 
organizations and NGOs/CSOs in undertaking these activities (para. 67); 

the important work of FAO in supporting Member Nations’ development efforts through 
policy assistance and field operations (para. 68); 

the support provided for the development of rural investments in the agricultural and rural 
sector (para. 68); 

that in some areas adequate technical assistance could no longer be provided by either the 
Regional or Sub-regional offices (para. 69); 

that newly emerging issues, e.g. organic farming, biotechnology and biosafety could not be 
addressed due to the lack of capacity resulting from the severe budgetary constraints faced by 
FAO (para. 69); 

FAO to reconsider the recent and planned abolition of a number of posts in the Regional and 
Sub- regional Offices since this would impede FAO meeting the challenges in the Region 
(para. 70). 

 


