
Namibia Agricultural Census 1995 – Main Results 
 
 
Please refer to the Explanatory Notes given at the end of the document. 
 
 

1 - TOTAL NUMBER AND AREA OF HOLDINGS 
Number Area (ha) 

 113 616 300 146 
 

2 - NUMBER AND AREA OF HOLDINGS CLASSIFIED BY  
SIZE OF ARABLE AREA OF HOLDINGS  

Holding  
size classes 

Number  
of holdings 

Arable  
area (ha) 

Total  113 616  300 146 
Holdings without land 10 142  - 
Under 1 ha  14 610  8 742 
1 and under 2 ha   23 618  35 534 
2 and under 5 ha  54 307  173 121 
5 and under 10 ha  10 069  65 454 
10 and under 20 ha  700  8 693 
20 and under 50 ha  120  3 648 
50 and over  50  4 954 

 
3 - FRAGMENTATION OF HOLDINGS INTO SEPARATE PARCELS 

Number of parcels  114 621 
Number of holdings reporting: 
Total 103 473 
1 parcel  94 636 
2 - 3 parcels  8 461 
4 - 5 parcels  331 
6 parcels and more  45 

 
7 - MEMBERS OF THE HOLDER'S  

HOUSEHOLD,  
INCLUDING HOLDER, BY SEX 

Total Male Female 

All persons  854 149  - -  
of which: Holders  113 616  48 784  64 832 

 
 10 - TEMPORARY CROPS  

(on arable land) 
Number of  

holdings reporting 
Area  

harvested (ha) 
Wheat  865  175 
Maize  10 969  5 673 
Millet  93 673  194 990 
Sorghum  63 202  30 526 
Beans  55 191  14 321 
Groundnuts  5 152  1 047 
Vegetables  4 596  2 973 

 



12 - LIVESTOCK 
Number of holdings  

reporting 
Number of  

head 
Cattle  48 622  1 005 898 
Pigs  32 702  66 062 
Sheep  7 359  158 042 
Goats  64 771  1 391 373 
Horses  5 687  19 886 
Asses  27 355  106 336 
Poultry 90 634  800 158 
Ostriches  452  3 686 
Games  10 288  27 007 

 
 
 
 



Namibia Agricultural Census 1995 – Explanatory Notes 
 
 

1 - Historical background and future plans 
The 1994/95 Census is the first Agricultural Census taken after independence. From 1996 it was 
followed by annual Agricultural Surveys. 
 

3 - Reference period  
The inventory data (livestock etc.) refer to the day of enumeration. The other data refer to the 
agricultural year 1994/95. 
 

4 - Field work and enumeration period 
Field staff consisted of 120 Enumerators and 20 Supervisors.  
The bulk of field work took place according to the following schedule:  
  -  Visit 1 to the holdings in the traditional sector started in February 1995 for       about three weeks.  
  -  Visit 2 took place in the period May - July 1995.  
  -  For the commercial sector survey, 4 381 questionnaires were mailed in December 1995. 
 

5 - Definition of agricultural holding: 
An agricultural holding is an economic unit of agricultural production under a single management 
comprising all livestock kept and all arable land used wholly or partly for agricultural production 
purposes, without regard to title, legal form, or size. Single management may be exercised by an 
individual or a household, jointly by two or more individuals or households, by a clan or tribe, or by a 
juridical person such as corporation, cooperative or government agency. The holding may consist of 
one or more parcels of land and livestock, located in one or more separate areas or in one or more 
territorial or administrative division, provided that the parcels share the same production means 
utilized by the holding such as labour, farm buildings, machinery or draught animals.  
 

6 - Coverage and frame 
All 13 regions in which Namibia is divided were covered by the census.  
Both traditional and commercial sectors were covered by the census. Data presented below refer, 
however to Traditional Sector only.   
The frame for commercial sector was based on a list of 4 230 commercial farmers, maintained and 
updated by CSO.  
The frame for traditional sector was based on Enumeration Areas from the 1991 Population and 
Housing Census. On this basis a Master Sample Frame of small areas intended to be used as Primary 
Sampling Units (PSU) was prepared. One PSU contained, on average, 120 households in urban areas 
and 100 households in rural areas. 
 

7 - Methodology 
The census of the commercial sector was based on a complete enumeration through a postal 
inquiry.  
The census of the traditional sector was based on a two-stage sampling design. In each of the 13 
Districts two strata were formed: "rural/urban" and "small urban". A sample of 115 PSUs was selected 
in the first stage. In the second stage, a sample of 20 small and all large holdings was selected within 
each sampled PSU. In all, over 2 300 holdings were included in the sample. Data were collected 
through personal interviews combined with the objective measurements of areas.  

For the traditional sector five different questionnaires were used:  
  -  Form L for listing of households and holdings in selected PSUs  
  -  Form S for listing the sampled holdings  
  -  Form I for collecting information from the sampled holdings in the first visit  
  -  Form II for collecting information from the sampled holdings in the second visit  
  -  Form A for measurement of area of fields 
 



8. Tabulation by administrative sub-divisions 
Data are available for each of the 13 Regions. 
 

9 - Data source 
Publications: 

Republic of Namibia - 1994/95 Namibia Agricultural Census: Technical Report; Basic analysis of 
communal agriculture; Basic tables of communal agriculture. 
 

10 - Contacts for obtaining additional information 

Mail address: 

National Planning Commission,  
Central Statistics Bureau,  
6th Floor, Government Offices,  
Private Bag 13356,  
Windhoek 9000  
Namibia 

 


