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COMMITTEE ON COMMODITY PROBLEMS

JOINT MEETING OF THE

INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUP ON OILSEEDS, OILS AND FATS,

(30" SESSION)
INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUP ON GRAINS
(32"° SESSION)

AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUP ON RICE

(43%° SESSION)

Santiago, Chile, 4-5 November 2009

PROVISIONAL AGENDA, AGENDA NOTES AND TIMETABLE

I ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

a)
b)

a)
b)
c)

1.
a)

b)
c)

a)

b)

c)

W0000

Election of Chairperson and two Vice-Chairpersons
Adoption of Agenda and Timetable

MARKET DEVELOPMENTS AND SHORT-TERM OUTLOOK

Wheat and coarse grains
Rice
Oilseeds, oils and oilmeals

MEDIUM TERM MARKET PROJECTIONS (2009-2018)

Wheat and coarse grains
Rice
Qilseeds, oils and oilmeals

POLICY DEVELOPMENTS

Policy changes in the rice sector (Follow-up to the Guidelines for
National and International Action on Rice)

Policy changes in the oilseeds sector (Follow-up to the Guidelines for
International Cooperation in the Oilseeds, Oils and Oilmeals sector)
The recent surge in cereal prices — implications for policies
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VI

VII.

SPECIAL SESSION ON MARKET UNCERTAINTIES

a) Panel on Changing world economy
b) Panel on Climate change

DEVELOPMENTS REGARDING THE COMMON FUND FOR COMMODITIES
(CFC)

a) Review of developments of relevance to the CFC and to the IGGs on
Rice, Grains and Oilseeds, Oils and Fats
b) Presentation by Common Fund for Commaodities (CFC) of the Fund’s role and

operational modalities for commodity development activities

OTHER MATTERS

a) Activities of other international organizations of interest to the
Joint Meeting
b) Outcome of the 67" session of the Committee on Commodity

Problems (CCP) related to the role of the intergovernmental groups
c) Date and place of the next Session of the three groups
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AGENDA NOTES

1. A Joint Meeting of the Intergovernmental Groups (IGGs) on Oilseeds, Oils, and Fats (30"
Session), on Grains (32" Session) and on Rice (43" Session) will be convened in Santiago,
Chile, on Wednesday 4 and Thursday 5 November 2009. Discussions will start on Wednesday 4
November from 10:30 to 18:00 and resume on Thursday 5 November from 10:30 to 18:00. Meeting
documents, once available, can be downloaded from the following website:
http://www.fao.org/es/esc/en/15/120/132/events_584.html

2. The morning Session of the second day (Thursday 5 November) will bring together leading
experts for two informal panel discussions on distinct but topical issues: (i) the role of financial and
energy sectors in recent hikes and successive falls of food prices and (ii) coping with climate
change.

3. On the third day (Friday 6 November), delegates are invited to a one-day symposium on
“Value Chains for Oilseeds, Oils and Fats, Grains and Rice: Status and Outlook” organized by
Chile, the host country. This side event will be held immediately after the Joint Session of the IGGs
on Friday 6 November from 09:30 to 18.00 and be open to delegates of the Joint Session and to
other participants.

l. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

A ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND TWO VICE-CHAIRPERSONS

4. The Groups will elect a common Chairperson and two Vice-Chairpersons who will hold
office until the subsequent Session of the Groups. The previous joint Session of the IGG on Grains
and IGG on Rice elected Mr R. Parasuram (India) as Chairperson, and Mr Ayhan Baran (Turkey)
and Mr Hagen Streichert (Germany) as First and Second Vice-Chairpersons, respectively. The
previous Chairperson of the IGG on Oilseeds, Oils and Fats was Mr M.S. Noori-Naeini (Islamic
Republic of Iran), and the First and Second Vice-Chairpersons, Mr H. Yamada (Japan) and Mr I.
Umba (Democratic Republic of Congo), respectively.

5. The newly elected Chair and Vice-Chairs will retain responsibility, on behalf of the three
Groups, until the next Session, for all matters related to the sponsoring of projects for submission to
the Common Fund for Commaodities. Therefore, before submitting proposals for nominations of the
Chair and Vice-Chairs, it is recommended to check the delegates’ availability and preparedness to
fulfil that role for at least two years (see Para. 15).

B. ADOPTION OF PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND TIMETABLE
6. The Session will consider the provisional agenda (CCP: OF-GR-RI 09/1) for adoption.

II. MARKET DEVELOPMENTS AND SHORT-TERM OUTLOOK

7. The Group will review recent market developments and short-term outlooks for Rice,
Grains (wheat and coarse grains) and Oilseeds, Oils and Meals, based on presentations by the
Secretariat. Delegates are invited to participate in the discussions and to comment on the
Secretariat’s market assessment in the light of their country’s situation (CCP: OF-GR-RI 09/CRS.1
and CRS.2).

1. MEDIUM-TERM MARKET PROJECTIONS (2009-2018)

8. A presentation summarizing the outcome of the OECD/FAO baseline projections to 2018
for grains, rice and for oilseeds, oils and meals will be made by the Secretariat. With the help of
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this information, the Meeting will examine the medium-term prospects for the markets concerned
(CCP: OF-GR-RI 09/CRS.3 and CCP: OF-GR-RI 09/CRS.4).

IV. POLICY DEVELOPMENTS

9. Rice policy measures introduced since 2007 will be reported in documents CCP: OF-GR-
RI 09/2 and CCP: OF-GR-RI 09/2-Supp.1. Based on that information, the Secretariat will assess
whether progress has been made towards achieving the Guidelines for National and International
Action on Rice, as adopted in 1979 and subsequently revised. Delegates are invited to provide
additional information on recent policy developments in their countries and to discuss whether
other countries’ measures have caused unjustified distortions to market conditions, contravening
the thrust of the Guidelines.

10. Similarly, documents CCP: OF-GR-RI 09/3 and CCP: OF-GR-RI 09/3-Supp.1 will
summarize the major policy measures concerning oilseeds, oils and meals recently adopted by
governments and gauge them against the backdrop of the Guidelines for International Cooperation
in the oilseeds, oils and oilmeals sector, which were approved by the Group in 1980.

11. In view of exceptional developments that accompanied soaring prices in world food
markets, the Secretariat paper CCP: OF-GR-RI 09/4 will examine some of the underlying factors
that have contributed to the surge in cereal prices since 2007 and suggest some possible responses
for government’s consideration.

V. SPECIAL SESSION ON MARKET UNCERTAINTIES

A. CHANGING WORLD ECONOMY

12. There has been much discussion in recent months over the influence of financial markets
and biofuels on agricultural markets and, especially, on the role they have played in the surges and
successive falls of prices of major food commaodities. The debate is still on, but is now taking place
within the context of severely deteriorated global economic prospects and lower energy prices. A
panel of leading experts will present their views on how developments in the financial and energy
sectors have paved the way for the food price bubbles and why achieving price stability in the
future requires taking stock of today’s lessons.

B. CLIMATE CHANGE

13. Under a longer term perspective, climate change and its potential impacts on agriculture
have been gaining the limelight. Although there is still much controversy regarding the extent and
timing of the variations in climatic patterns and on their implications for crop production, a
growing number of experts are calling for immediate action. Measures will not only involve
mitigating the process, but also searching for ways to cope with the new conditions through
advancements in seed technology and changes in farm practices. High level specialists in climate
changes will lead the discussion.

VI. DEVELOPMENTS REGARDING THE COMMON FUND FOR
COMMODITIES (CFC)

A REVIEW OF DEVELOPMENTS OF RELEVANCE TO THE CFC AND TO
THE 1GGs ON RICE, GRAINS AND OILSEEDS, OILS AND FATS

14. A report on CFC matters of relevance to the Groups will be circulated in advance of the
meeting CCP: OF-GR-RI 09/5. The document will contain a summary on the status of CFC
projects and project proposals for commaodities falling within the area of competence of the IGG on
Grains (grains, roots and tubers and pulses), the IGG on Rice and the IGG on Oilseeds, Oils and
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Fats. In this context, the Groups will be requested to examine a number of new project proposals
and agree whether they wish to recommend them for funding to the CFC.

B. PRESENTATION BY CFC OF THE FUND’S ROLE AND OPERATIONAL
MODALITIES FOR COMMODITY DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

15. Based on the FAO and CFC memorandum of understanding, the three members of the
Bureau (the Chair and two Vice-Chairs) have an active role to play until the subsequent session of
the Groups. More specifically, the Bureau members have to examine and, possibly, recommend on
behalf of the Groups new project proposals for funding by the CFC. Before making their
nominations for the Chair and Vice-Chairs, delegates are therefore requested to check the
members’ availability to fulfil those responsibilities for the period elapsing between the current and
next session of the Groups.

16. A representative of the Common Fund for Commodities will be invited to give a
presentation on the CFC’s role and operational modalities for commodity development activities.

VIl. OTHER MATTERS

A. ACTIVITIES OF OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF
INTEREST TO THE JOINT SESSION

17. Representatives of other International Organizations will be invited to inform the Joint
Session about their recent and planned activities.

B. OUTCOME OF THE 67 SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON
COMMODITY PROBLEMS (CCP) RELATED TO THE ROLE OF THE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUPS

18. The Secretariat will brief participants on any recommendations made by the CCP at its 67th
Session with respect to the role and functioning of Intergovernmental Commodity Groups and
discuss their implications for the IGG on Grains, the IGG on Rice and the IGG on Oilseeds, Qils
and Fats.

C. DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION OF THE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUPS
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PROPOSED TIME TABLE

Wednesday, 4 November 2009 (10:30 —13:30)

Opening of the Joint Session
I ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 10.30-11.00

a) Election of Chairperson and two Vice-Chairpersons
b) Adoption of Agenda and Timetable

1. MARKET DEVELOPMENTS AND SHORT-TERM OUTLOOK  11.00-12.30

a) Wheat and coarse grains
b) Rice
c) Oilseeds, oils and meals
. MEDIUM-TERM MARKET PROJECTIONS (2009-2018) 12.30-13.30
a) Wheat and coarse grains
b) Rice
C) Oilseeds, oils and meals

Wednesday, 4 November 2009 (15:30 —18:00)

. MEDIUM TERM MARKET PROJECTIONS (Cont.) 15.30-16.00
V. POLICY DEVELOPMENTS 16.00-18.30
a) Policy changes in the rice sector (Follow-up to the Guidelines
for National and International Action on Rice
b) Policy changes in the oilseeds sector (Follow-up to the

Guidelines for International Cooperation in the Qilseeds, Oils
and Oilmeals sector)
c) The recent surge in cereal prices — implications for policies

Thursday, 5 November 2009 (10.30-13.30)

V. SPECIAL SESSION ON MARKET UNCERTAINTIES

a) Panel on Changing world economy 10.30-12.00
b) Panel on Climate change 12.00-13.30

Thursday, 5 November 2009 (15.30-18.00)

VI. DEVELOPMENTS REGARDING THE COMMON FUND
FOR COMMODITIES (CFC) 15.30-17.00

a) Review of developments of relevance to the CFC and to the IGGs on
Rice, Grains and Oilseeds, Oils and Fats
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b) Presentation on by CFC of the Fund’s role and operational modalities for
commodity development activities

VIl. OTHER MATTERS 17.00-18.00
a) Activities of other international organizations of interest to the
Joint Meeting
b) Outcome of the 67" session of the Committee on Commodity
Problems (CCP) related to the role of the intergovernmental groups
c) Date and place of the next Session of the three groups

Friday, 6 November 2009 (09.30-18.00)

SYMPOSIUM ORGANIZED BY THE HOST COUNTRY

“Value Chains for Qilseeds, Oils and Fats, Grains and Rice: Status and Outlook”



