
The world is falling short of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) set out in the 2030 Agenda, particularly the goal of achieving Zero 
Hunger (SDG2). Transforming agrifood systems to become more efficient, 
inclusive, resilient, and sustainable is vital to ending hunger and 
malnutrition, eliminating poverty, conserving and restoring ecosystems, as 
well as to mitigating and adapting to climate change. The Italian Group of 
Twenty (G20) Presidency in 2021 placed food security and nutrition as high 
priorities on the political agenda, as confirmed by the Call to Action to the 
entire international community for improving global food security and 
resilient agrifood systems. These efforts were further strengthened by the 
Group of Seven (G7) Italian Presidency in 2024. Advancing the 
implementation of the commitments of the G20, G7 and other global fora 
can contribute to tackling the above-mentioned challenges. This project 
supported the renewed Italy-FAO partnership, with the objective of realizing 
the ambitions of the G20 under the Italian Presidency and other global fora, 
which set key strategic directions in 2021 to tackle the urgent global 
challenges of hunger, malnutrition and climate change by transforming 
agrifood systems into more efficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable 
frameworks.

KEY FACTS
Latest Approved Budget
USD 654 275

Duration
September 2022–December 2024

Resource Partners
Directorate-General for Development 
Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation      
of the Government of Italy

Partners
European Centre for Development Policy 
Management (ECDPM)

Beneficiaries
The Government of Kenya and farmers’ 
organizations in Kenya; and more  
broadly, other national governments, 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), 
farmers’ and international organizations, 
and investment banks 

TACKLING GLOBAL CHALLENGES OF HUNGER, MALNUTRITION 
AND CLIMATE CHANGE BY TRANSFORMING AGRIFOOD SYSTEMS

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?
The project delivered a wide range of activities that significantly contributed 
to its objectives. The primary focus was on policy dialogue events, including 
the co-organization of an event at the Finance in Common (FIC) Summit in 
Abidjan, where best practices and blended finance pipelines for sustainable 
agrifood systems were showcased to high-level participants, and policy 
dialogue events were held, focusing on blended financing and the launch of 
the “FAO Global Roadmap – Achieving SDG2 without breaching the 1.5°C 
Threshold”. In addition, the project delivered a field mission and 
organized a high-level National Dialogue in Kenya, gathering government 
officials, key partners, and development agencies to facilitate discussions 
around a national action plan for food security and climate resilience. 
Specialized round tables further emphasized the project’s role in promoting 
sector-specific investment opportunities. In addition to policy integration, 
the project made important steps towards mobilizing investments. 
Targeted blended finance initiatives were identified and supported, 
particularly in strategic value chains in Kenya. The technical assistance 
provided throughout the project helped countries and regions refine their 
strategies for agrifood systems transformation, ensuring that both policy 
guidance and investment support were effectively delivered. This 
comprehensive support enabled stakeholders to co-develop and implement 
context-specific solutions, strengthening institutional coordination and 
establishing robust financing mechanisms. 
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Project Code
FAO: GCP/GLO/1091/ITA

ACTIVITIES
 Event co-organized at FIC Summit in Abidjan on 19 October 2022, 

showcasing best practices, and blended finance pipelines for 
upscaling investment in sustainable food systems. 

 Event organized at Conference of the Parties (COP)27 food pavilion on 
9 December 2022, showcasing blended finance pipelines for financing 
adaptation of food systems.

 High-level side event co-organized at COP28 on 10 December 2023, to 
discuss strategies for mobilizing investment in agrifood adaptation, 
particularly for smallholders. 

 Policy brief prepared on challenges and opportunities from European 
Green Deal for food security in Africa, including potential Sustainable 
Agrifood Systems Green Alliances between European Union (EU) and 
African Union (AU) actors.

 Policy brief drafted on challenges and opportunities emerging from 
European Green Deal for food security in Africa related to FAO’s 
mandate, titled “Climate change and food systems adaptation: 
Building roads through Rome”.

 Hybrid round-table discussion organized on 4 April 2023 on 
“Investments, policies and innovations for the adaptation of agrifood 
systems to climate change: Improving cooperation towards the Fifth 
AU-EU Agriculture Ministerial Conference”. 

 Support provided to development of “FAO Global Roadmap - 
Achieving SDG 2 without breaching the 1.5°C threshold” in Kenya. 

 National Dialogue held 2-4 December 2024, in Nairobi, Kenya, to 
discuss the government’s priorities, strategies and policies towards 
the eradication of hunger, achieving food security, nutrition, and 
taking climate action.

Partnerships and Outreach
For more information, please contact: Reporting@fao.org 
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The designations employed and the presentation of material in this information product do not 
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) concerning the legal or development status of any country, territory,  
city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 
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Creative Commons Attribution - 4.0 International licence (CC BY 4.0).

This publication has been produced with the assistance of the Italian Agency for 
Development Cooperation. The contents of this publication are the sole 
responsibility of FAO and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the AICS.

IMPACT 
The project focused on making agrifood systems more resilient to 
shock by including policies and supporting activities that strengthen 
climate-smart agriculture and reduce environmental pressure. The 
ultimate beneficiaries are vulnerable population groups that are affected 
by or at risk of recurrent food crises. These groups will benefit from more 
efficient policy dialogue and technical assistance, which will enhance 
evidence-based policy and programming.
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