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I The European"Forestry Commission held its Seventh Session at fthe
‘Palais des Nations, Geneva, from & to 13 November 1954.

The following couniries were represented: AUSTRIA, BELGIUM, DENMARK,
FINT.AND, FRAWCE, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, ITALY, NETHERLANDS, NORWAY, SPAIN,
SWEDEN?_SWITZERLAND9 UNITED KINGDOM and .YUGOSLAVIA. Messages regretting their
inabi;ity te send representatives were received from Canada, Iceland, Ireland
and Turkey.

The following countries sent observers: BULGARIA, CBECHOSLOVAKIA,
Egstg;n Zone of GEEMANY, HUNGARY, POLAND, RUMANIA and U.3.S8.R. The following
internationgl organizaticons azlsce sent observers: the Xuropean Confederation
of Ag:iculture, the Internaticnal Commission for Agricultural Industries, the
Of%apizaiipn fo: Buropean Beonomic Co-opsration, the International Union for
the*Protection of Neture, the International Union of Forest Research
Grgamizatiqpé, the International Poplar Commission and the International Chestput
Commission. Messages regretiing their inability to send obgervers were
Teceived from UNESCO, the Commonwealth FoqestryﬁBureau and the Iﬁtérﬁétional
Bank for_Reconstruction and Development. A list of the participanie appears in

. dihnex 1.
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Kr. BE. SAART .(Finland)9 Chairman, opened the session, with Mr. 5. DUSCHEK
(fuetria) as Vice-Chairman. Mr. J. KELLER (Switzeriapd) was elected Rapporieur-
General.

r. K. LELOUP, Direotor of the Foresiry Division of the FAO, represcnted
the Director-General of that Orgenization. Mr. O, MYKDAL, Exescuiive Secorstary
of the Economic fommissicn for‘Europe, attended the Commission's opsning
meeting.

In his opening speech, Mr. SAART welcomed the obeervers from the Soviet
Union and the Faztern European countries, and siresged ths importance of thsir
collaboration Zor the Commisgion's WOIK; Mr. LELOUP referred to the Gbmmission's
role as pilot for the other regilonal forestry commlssiops and for the pre-
paraticn of the Division's programme of work; - and Mr, IYRDAL sﬁoke of the cloee
collaboration between tae Food and Agriculture QOrganization and the Beonomic
Commission for Furops, and émphasiﬁgd the part that foresﬁry couwld nlay in the
econoﬁic development of the Mediterranean counitries.

1L, ADOPTION OF TER AGENDA

The Commission adopted the provisional agenda prepared by the Secretariat,
gpecifying that undsr item 7 fthe rsport of the Pilot Committes on Logging
Technigues and Training of Forest Workers would alzo be examined, while under
"Other Pusiness" the Secratariat would report on the preliminary findings.of the
worid forest invertory and the work dore in compliance with the recommendations
of the Joint Meeting of the LCE Timber Cémmittee and the FAO Buropean.

Forcetry Commisgion.

IT=. (PRINCIPLES FOR THE BELECTICY OF OFFICERS

.1+ - In accordance with a decision taken at the last =esgion, the
! , ?

Commission discussed the principles to be adopted for the slection of the Chairman,
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and decided in the first place to adopt the following itwoe resoclutions?®

"It ie the policy of the Commission that the office of Chairman should
circulate as freely as possible among the Member countries, subject
to the sligibliity and gquelifications of their delcgates”.

"The qumission sccepts the principle thet its Vice-Chairmen do not
agtomatically succeed o the Chairmanship.

The Commiesion alsc decided to smend Rule 10 of its Rules of Procsdures

to read ag followa:

"The Commission shall elect, from among the delegates, a Chairman and
Vice~Chalrman whe shall hold office concurrently for a pericd of iwo
yoears. The office gf Chairman shall not normally be held for corm
gsecutive perioeds by & delegate of the same Uountry“;

2. The Commission further decidsd to discuss in the course of its next
seesion the proposel concsrning the election of a second Vice-Chairman.

3. Finally, the Commission reguestsd the Secretariat to preparse provesals
for all zmendments to its Ruies of Procedure reguired by the decisions and
puggestions menticnzd above, and by the transfer of FAO.ﬁeadquarters'td Rome,

these to be discussed at the next session.

IV, FORDST POLICY

1. Annual reports

Thp’Commission examinedAthe reports on forest policy submitved by each
delegation and took note with appfeciation of the note on the aubject pxep&red
by the Seoretariat (FAO/BEC/69). It also took note of the comments, additions
ard amendnents to annusl reporfs submitied during the session by the delegations
of the menber countries, and of the statements on forest policy of the observoré

of' Ugechoslovakia, Zastern Zone of Germany, Hungary, Rumania and U.S.S.R.
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The Commission found fhat the trend already observed in past reports
on forestry activities was confirmed, and that importent measurés had been taken
for the iluaplementetion of a gound forest policy: clgar definition of the policy
te be followed or adoption of new laws to implement it, adjustwent of manage-
want to economic conditions, integration and rationalization in the wood-using
industries, intensification of ressarch snd wide dissemination of the results,
messures for guarzntesing workerz a certain stability of employment and im-
proving thelr living and worxing conditious, quicker vooational training and
developmend of information and advigsory work.

The Commisgsion alpmo noted that Wember Governments atiached particulay
iumportance to goclal guestions snd research.

The Commission declded not to ask Mewber Governmenis io furnish an
annex ot a special subjsct for ths next session in awdition t¢ the usual anheXes
t¢ ths ahnuai faﬁort, but recommendsd them ¢ devete spscial sttention {D the
socticn on labour gusstions.

2. Felling statistics and forscasis

In compliance with a recommendatiocon made by the joint mseting of ths
BOE Timber Comanittee and the FAC Europoan Forestry Commission, ldember Governmente
communicated to the Secerctarist their felling forecasts for 1953, 1954 and 1955,

and their figures for sclual cut in 1953 and prodbable cut in 1954. Thess fiszures

o

are xiven in document FAQ/EFC/69 4dd.1 and examined in document ?AOkﬁFG/69 Add. 2.
After ezxamining the figures sutmitted the Commission felt that the
following provisional conclusions might Ee OTawn
—~ oLy alfew lember couniries have short-term felling programmes
covering the whele foreat areas
- for ths fegion as o Whole)-actual fsllings do not differ much frow

the félling prograemme, tut fluctuatlons in individual countries may be
0,/54,/11/6860
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gubstantial, owing tc local disasters or special market conditionsg

~ probable cut for {he region as & whole will be higher in 1954 Lhan

actual cut in 1953 and may rsach the 1952 level;

- the'percentagé of dndustrial timber is slightly increasing.

With regard to the énnuai questionnaire adopted at the previcus Joint
meeting, the Commiseilon decided zo delete the final cglumn reading M"Probable modi-
Tications of programmes for the coming years" and to replace the words "Volume.
estimated in programmes' by the words ﬁVblume (in programmes or Fforecasts)'.

The Cpmmission further recomﬁended that vhe Secretariat, in their
future notes on Qelling statistics and forecasds, iundlude a short analysis of

the national felling forecasis and nationsal allowable cuis, as tha leit-m Tin

is assembled every fivs years.

3. aAffcrestation and reforsstation operations carried cut in 1953

The Commission tock note of the information submitted by Member Covern-
ments on the opserations carried euv in 1953 as summarized in the Secretariat
Hote FAO/EFC/AF/ﬁ. It algo reviewed ths chapizrs of the pragrass‘reports on
forest pelicy conerning afforestation and reforestaiion.

The Commisslion agreed that, accerding to the information resceived
from iember quernmentg? vhe rate of development of afforestation, planting
outeside ﬁhe forest, Zorest improvement and reforestaition operations carried ocut
in 1953 may be regarded as satisfaciory: 241,458 ba. afforesied in 1953, for
ezample, aalagainst_223;&59 ha. in 1952, I% was felt that this satisfactory
Tate of development was to be ascribed to the existence of long-term programﬁ@s
based on social, economic and technical factors, and rscommended therefore that

the present policies be continued.

FA0/54/11 /6860



-6 -

The Commission suggested thet if the pressnt programmes appear Lo b
inadeguate to meet future needs ¢f the timber market, the situation should he
remedied by making the fulleat fossible usd of availabls facilities for the
implementation of forest resforation programmes, cspecially through ths
allocation cf.the rocessary funds, development of mechanigation, resecarch and

application of new technigues.

V. POR®ST FTRES

1. The Commission fcok note of the forest fires statistics compiled by the
Secretariat in document FAQ/BFC/72 snd of the analysis made of them; it
approved the Secretariat’'s account of the present situation.

2. With rogard to thé annuzl questionnaire on forest fires, the Commisazion
recommended Member Governments:

(a) to give short explanations of any unusual figures and to mention
any speclal climstic and topographbical features which affecied either the

incidence or the control of forest fires during the year in guesticn;

a8 "unkunown" many firss of which the origin is doubtful or 4ifficulit to ascertain.
I the actual cause cannot be discovered, forest fires should generally de
classilisd according to their most provable origin, the category of "unknown
causes” being reserved for a small numbsr of fires concerning the origin of
which no information whatsoever is obtsinable.

3. Az tke voting waas egually divided on suggestions that future questicansgirel
should provide for particulars of the guantity of wood burni, an assessment of
the damage caused and the cozt of extinguishing firss, the Commission decidcd
in aceordance with Rule 38 of itg Rules of Procsdurse ic¢ examine the question

at its next session:. The Commission noted a statement by the Diredtor of the
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Forestry Division of FAO that the Organigation might undertake appropriate

enguiries if they were necessary for its work.

VI. PESTS AND DISEASES

1. The Commission examined the present situation as presentsd in
document FAO/EFC/TZI.7 in which the informaﬁion submitted in the general and
special reports by Membe? Governments in 1954 had beén sumariged by the Soercm
tariat, énd considered that the situation, although requiring constant and
carefulnreviewg did not call this yvear for the recommendation of any spscific
measure.,
The setting up of a Forest Protectlon Service in two member countries

was noted with satisfaection by the Commission.

2. The Commission also heard with interest the statement made by the

observer from fhe Soviet Union that Endothia parasitica is at present attackiné
oak and-élﬁ in that couniry as well as chesitnut, and that two experimental
stations are aetivély engaged in investigating methods of controlling its spread.
3. It was decided that those taking part in the session, and the
Secretariat, shoﬁld apﬁroach the foresiry oéfrespondents of the Plant Protection

Bulletin appointed by Member Governments and ask them for contributions.

VIT. FORESTRY FILMS

t. The Commission took note of the Secretariat Note FAQ/EFC/73 aﬁd wishod
tc congratulate the Secretariat on the work so far accomplished in this Fisld,
It wae felt that in order to make the existing list of forestry filme practical
and ugeful, the information still missing should be obitained from Member Covern—
mente. The Commission therefore decided 4o recommend again that s epecialist

in forestry films be appeinted in each member country to correspond with the
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Secretariat on all related qu@stiqns, this method offering, in tha opinicn of
the Commission, the-best promise of achievement.

2. With regard to the arnuzl guestiocmnaire, it was decided that the
heading "Suggested Use" should from now on bs subwdivided as foilows:

{1} for propaganda and general sducstion
{a) for +ne general public, including youth
(b) for private owmers
{11} for professional training (specifyihg category of workers or
specialists most intersated)
(4ii) for techniocal documentaticn

3. The Cemmission also recommended thai a new heading he added tp ths
apnual guestionnaire to enable rTeporting countries 40 lIndicate whether a filis
has been clsarced for television, and in this case the neme of the compény or
organisation Yo which the televiaicwn rights have been agsigned, In fhis
connecticn the dommission recoghnig=d thet televisibﬁ is becoming an increasing-
Ly efficient weans of general propasania, wnd Member Uovernmentis Wwers there-
Tore reguested to envisage the possibility of producine forestry films of a
nature egpecially suited Zor television.

4. The usefulness of baving films classified according to subject was
zgain recognised by the Commission, which was also informed of the draft "Intcr—
aaticonal Standard 3System for the Catnloguing of Hducational, Seientific and
Culiural Pilme and:Fjlmstrips” prepared by UNESCO and at present undsr con-~ |
siieration by some UNEICD Na&ional Commissions. The Commission considered it

dvisable to wait until the final veraion is available bsfore deciding whethor
forestfy films alszo should ﬁe classified according to that system. In the
meantims'the Commiséioﬁ reéommendad that in submiiting inTormetion on forestrﬁ
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Tilms Member Jovernments classify them, ﬁsing the first three figures of the
Qxford system.

5;‘A; for the simplification of despateh and exchenge of films, the
Commission %tock note of the UNESCO-~ePonsorsd "Agresement on the Importation of
Edudationai,VScientific and fultural Materials" to which 10 Member Govsrnments
are already contracting states (Israel, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom andé
Yugoslavia, or have signed it (Belgium, France, Greece, Luxembourg, and the
Wetherlands), and recommendedjthat the other Member Go?ermmerhs alsoc bacome

parties to this agreement as saonh as possible.

YIIL. LOGGING TECHNIQURES AND TRAINING OF FCREST WORKERS
4. Hr, HiC. Winkelmann, Chailrman of the Pilot Committee and of the Joint
Working Party, introduced.the reports of the two bodies whick met in Geneve in
Jvne 1554 (dooumeﬁts FAQ/BFC/LOG/38 and FAC/BFC/LGG/37, TIM/LOG/16) and informed
the Commission of the developments since the last session of the Hurcpean
Torestry Commission in Rome in October 1953.
The Commission took note of fhe report made by Mr., Winkelumann and wished
rto record sincere thanks to the Chairman, merbers, study grcups and the Secre-
tarist of the Pilot Committea for the excellent work carried out over the past
three yéars, 1t wes dscided that the list of publications of the Jcmmittee
should bs annexed to the preasul report (Annex 2).
2., The Commission adopted the rsport of the Joint Working Farly containing
igter alia the programme of work, and decided;
~ to gut up a joint committes of the FAO Huropean Forestry Commission
Cand the.ECE Timber Committee, %o meet every year or ftwe years a3

requireds;
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—~ to request the joint committee to set up study groups to examine’
technicél qﬁesfions, which would meet as required and work mainly
by correspondence or persocnal éontacts, and also to call on rssearch
inétiﬁutes to study cértain specific projects. 1f necessary, the
joint commitiee may instruct a small group to ﬁraft the genaral
conclusions which it comnsiders that it should draw from the work
of the diffefent study groups as & whole. These conclusions as well
as the results achieved by the study groups should be made avallable
to the RCE Timber Committee and to the FAC Buropean Forestry
Commission.

~ that the name of the committee be "Joint Committee of FAO/ECB on
Forest Working Techniques and the Training of Forest Workers";

- that the terms of reference of the committes be as follows: to
foster internatiocnal collaboration with regard to improvement of
forest working techniques and training of forest workers in logging
anc other forest operaiions in order to sﬁppdrt naticnal efforts
aimed at increasing productivity and improving the standard of living
of the forest workers; ~speclal sttention to be given to incfeasing A
the efficiency of labour reducing at the same time the offoris re-
guired by the workers, prevention of accidenfss‘and reduction of
waste,

The Joint Committee will be convehed by thevSeéretariat, in consultation

with the officers of the Joint Committee. Iis mein business will bs to

review the actiyities and reports of the'study'groups and of the Secretariat
on apecific guestions, to discuse technical matters within its terms of
reference, to establish a programme of work for the ensuing peried, to appoint

study groups and their chsirmen, rapporteurs, and any other working organs
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needed for the implementation of the prograﬁme,

Between meetings the Chairmen and officers of the study groups together
with the Secretariat will settle any qugstions that may arise in connection
with the programme of work end preparation of documents.

3. Finally, the Commission Wished to record its gratitude to the
Italian Government for the organiszaticn of thelstudy tour thait followed the

two meetings mentioned above.

IX. SWALL WOODS

4, ‘The Commission took note of-the reports submitted by Member
Governmentis and of the Secrétariat Note on thé gubject. The Commigsion wished
to congraiulats thsz Secretariat on the excellent analysis mades of the reports
gubmitted vy Member Governments, an analysis which greatly facilitated its
task (PAO/EFC/T70).

2. Tt considered that the documentaiion asseibled Oh the basis of the
questicnnaire the Secretariat had been reguested to draft is élready sufficient .
to indicate the main iines and direction of its work on "Small Wocds", adopted
a8 a subject of siudy at its last”seésion.' |

The Commission feld that-”smalllwoods”imust not be treated as distinct
from the forest as 2 whole, and that the priheiples of general pelicy applied to
them as well. Sincs, howevef9 certain demands ars made on.small woods thald
are peculiazr to them and dictated not merely hy their size but also by economic:
and social neceésityﬂ their yield is lower than that of larger forests.

Ag small woods can be defined accerding to a variety of criteria, the
Commissicn cénsidered it ad¥isable to distinguish various ca‘tegoriéss which will
make it easier to &stimate their present condition and to indicate ways in
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which guch small woods can be developed in the dirscticon of intensive

gilviculture,

in cages where this is desirable and possivle.

4) Definitions

The categories are as follows:

Y

b}’

Farm woodlands: wooded portions of farms whose production is

mainly used for the needs of the farm {rTural =nd domestic con-
sumption). Some of them are slso put to subsidliary uses, depsuding
on the farm's particulzr reguiremsnts, e.g. grazing; extraciion

of litier, havrvesting of fodder, fruits, leaves, ste.

‘Small forest propertiss: Woodlands of an area within the limlt

adopted in each particular country, the products of which are
mainly destined for the market.

Beonomic planitationss:s rflantations designed to provide products

for the timber market, in varticular with & view to increasing
the money income from the farms and msct eguipment costs: emsll
plantaticns in stands or clumps of treses (poplar, eucalypt; olack

locust, etc. ).

B) Present condition and development

a)

Farm woodlands and small Torest properties: The means of en-

guring conservetion and improvement of farm wocdlands and small
forest properties will differ according to whether the property
consisis of:s |

(1) isolated plcts; or

(ii) plote forming part of a larmer sisnd.

Naturally in the case of fazm woodlands, the necessary steps can

only be taken gradually, as the agricultural demands on the land
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in que;tion_deq;eaae and make 1t possible fo develop this
category of forests and sell. all or part of their product
(improvemenﬁ of agricultural land and grasélénd?‘use of fuel
other than wood, rsplacement of wood by more appropriste sub-
gtitutes - slates, posts for fencing, éﬁco-— and the provisicn
of electric power supplies). In small forest properties, on
the other hand, conservation and improvemenl measures can be
applied soonsr.

{i) Isolated plots: The direction of this development to be

towards providing producis necessary to economy, in particular
by introducing rapid-growing species (économic plantatiohs).

Suoh a development can.be facilitated by consolidation.

(ii) Small plots forming . parts of a larger stand: The direction
of developmen®t in this case ghould be towards integration

in o larger management unit- by encouraging the formation of

owners' associations (pooling of administration and equip-

ment). The impossibility of recruiting certain owners,
eltkber becauss they are not legally eligibi@ or hescause
their identity is unknown, may cause diffiéultieé thét can
be overcome only by legislative measures.

The constitution of sales co@perativéé.in both cases,’
and particularly in: the case of farm woédiands; shbﬁld maﬁe
.it easier to cater for both faming needs and ihe mafkeﬁing
of pgrt of the products.

b) Economic plantations: The limits of economic plantations are

determined by agricultural necessities, and legisiative provisions

mzy ve indicated to prevont ithe disorderly development of small
FAo/54/11 /6860
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plantaticns to the detriment of agriculture, as being an
oostacle to cultivation and consolidation. The devalopment of
economic plantations is governed by improvemsnts in itechniques
and by the fimber market situation.

€) Means for action

The éongervation and increase of the productivity of farm wood-
lands end smell forzst properties, and the establishment cf

econemioc plantations are closely bpund wp with

}

technical assistance. {(education of the owners) i

~ finsncial assistance in egecuting initial establishment, in
carrying out improvement work and in purchasing equipmentyy

—~ tax relief where the owner makes a firancilal sacrifice, aithe¢
by .a long walt oefore tsking his first cud, or by taking
measures caslculated to meet the ends in view (e.g. furmation of
owners' associabtions);

- legislative measures 1o define the sids and advantages mentioned
above and to achisve cerlaln ends such ag conselidation anc
association of owners.

3. When dlscussing smsll woods ths Commisgion alsc stiressed the importance
of individual irses, plantations cuteide the.foresi, windbresks, fruit-produacing
Torests (chestnut groves) and corkwoak woods, in conjunction with agriculiurael
CUORs — a CQndition which, in many cases, ralses problems.similar to and
commected with those ¢f smull woods. - However, it felt that that was a problen
of wide scope which is bsing considered by the Jolnt Sub-Commission on
lledi terranean Forestry Problems for the Mediterraneaﬁ.region, and which should

be the sukject of separsie study.
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A. In coﬁclusion, the Gommission considereds

(i) that the statistical information collected in the first enguiry is

sufficient for %he time being;

(11) that it is necessary, in the light of the above considerations, to

| aetermine the present conditién of emall woods and thelr trends.
The snguiry %o 59 undertaken should relate to consolidstion,
formation ofhowneré‘ assoclations, technical assistance, financial
help, tax relief; etc., which are facters likely to improve the
productivity of smsll woods.

The Commission thersfore requested the Secretariat to prepare & new
questionnaire oovering‘the points enumerated above, on which Member Governments
would he invited to reply for the ﬁext sesgion, separating if posegible small
woods which arse, or which are not,.worka& nnder the suﬁervision of a traine&

forester.

Ko AFFORESTATION AND REFORESTATION

f. The Comﬁission adopted the report of the Standing Working Party on
Afforestation and Reforestation (FAO/EFC/AF/6 Re§“1)5'which was introduced by
ite réﬁporteux, Hr. J. de VAIBSIERHE, and congratulated the Wofking Party and
thé Secretariat on the %ork aécomplishedu

2. Thé Commission noted with appreclation the project of the Forestry
Divisien %o underiake a etudy on afforestation and reforegtation policiss,

3. It was felt that the work of‘th@VWdfking-Party had already made it
possible to ascertain the main principles gdverniﬁg afforestation and fefores~
tation pelicies in-member countries. IComsequeﬁtly;‘the Working Party was rem
gussted to carry. on with 1its activities on the same lineé3 end it will there-

fore follow up with the implementation of programmes and assist national admin-
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istrations in this respécﬁ; for instancg, if special difficulties arise in
thig field, the Wbr?ing Partj Will-see to 1t that appropfiate recommendations
are addressed to Member Governments.

The Commission stresged, howevaer, that the Work undertaken can be
successful only if afforestation and reforestation techniques are improves,
mainly by deveioping mechanization of operations and the wide dissemination ol
technical information. Accordingly, the Working Party was requested to pay
particular attention to these matters.

Pinally, the Commission feli that the organization of working sessions
and study tours in oeftain member countries might make it easler for ths

Working Party to £U1Fil its task.

xT1. TORERENT CCNTROL AND PROTECTION FROM AVALANCHES

1. The report of tke Working Party on Torrent Control and Protection from
Avalenches was introduced by My, XELLER znd approved by the Commission; which
wighed to congratulate the Working Party and the Sscretariat con the work
accomplished,. |

2. The Commiésion also expfessed its gratitude to the Swiss Goverament
and the varicus Cantons that offersd thelr kind hospitality 3o the participants

in the study tour organized cn the ocuasion of the Working Party's Second

Segsion.

XIi. MEDITERRANEAN FORESTRY PROBLEMS

1. The Commission approved the report of the Fourth- Session of the Jolp?
Sub~-Commission on Mediterranean Foresiry Problems, which was introducéd by
its Chairman, Hr. A. PAVARI. The Sub-Commission and its Secretariat were

congratulated on $heir activiiies.
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2. 'The Commission was informed by the Secrstariat of the FBucalypt Study
Tourg whick took place in Moroccc, and of the wish expreésgd by participants
%o set up s Stand;ng Working'Party o1 Bucalypts. It was therefore decided
that a Working Party on Hucalypis bs established within the Joint Sub~
Compmission on Meditervanean Forestry Problems.

3, The Commission also took note with much satisfaction of a siatement
of the Executive Sscretary of the Economic Commission for Burope, Mr. G.MYRDAL,
on the role of forestry in the economic development of the Mediterransan
countries, and suggested that ths SubﬂCommissioﬁ pursues its coilaﬁdration
with ECE to the full, as indicated in Chapter II of its repoxrt.

A, The Commissidn finally Wished o thank the Covernment of Uresce for
the arrangements made on the oceszasion of the Sub-Commission's Eour?h Session,

which was held at Athens, and of the subseguent study tour.

XITT. 4+th WORLD FORE3STRY CONGEBESS

The bommission bheard a statement of the Secrssariat on the 4th Werld

Forestry Consress, which will take place at Dehra Dun, in December 1554.

IV, WORLD FOREST INVENTORY

The Commiesion heard with great interest a statement of the Secretariat
on the oubcome of the Worid Forest Inventory and declded that the staltement

should be appendsd to this report (Admuex 3).

V. ACTION TAKEN 1N COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE JOINT
MEETING OF THE GCH TLMBLR COMMLTTEE AND THE FAO BUROPLAN FORESTRY
COMG LSS 10N

The Commission took noie of z statement of the Secretariat on the
action taken in compliance with the recommendations of the Joint Meeting of the

EBCE Timber Committee and the FAD Buropean Forestry Commission.
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XVI. PIELD BXCURSION

Participants in the session took part in an excursion o the foreste
of the Geneva Canton, organigzed by the suthorities end forest service of that
Canton. The theme wasg: "Privatsz Forest Property and its Improvement'.

The Commission expressed i1ts gratitude to the Hepublic and Canton

of CGeneva.

EVIIL. BELECTION OF OFFICEHS
Sir Henry BERESFORD-PEIRSE (United Kingdom) and Mr. J. XBLLER (Switszer-
land) were unanimously elected Chairman and Vice-Chairman respectively for a

pericd of two years, in accordance with the Commission’s Rules of Procsdure.

AVIIT. DATE AND PLACYE OF WEXT MEETING

t was decided that the Chairman, in censultation with the Secretariat,

should determine the date and place for the next sessglon.
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PAO/EFC/TE
Annex 1
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
Chairman : E,A. SAARI (Finland
Vice~Chairman : S. DUSCHEX (Austria
Secretary : R.G. FONTAINE {FAO)

Mr. M. LELOUP, Director of the Foresiry Divisicn, represerited

4. TELBEGATES

AUSTRIA: &,

BELGEUM: H.
DENWMARK: H,

FINLAND: E.

the Birector~Gsneral of FAO

0o~ =

DUSCHEL, Director of Forestry
ENDBER, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

COLLBAUX, Inspecteur Principsl des Eaux et Foréis.
FRﬁLUND5 Seniar Forestry Inspecior.

SAART, Professor of Forest Bconomics,
University of Helsinki

J.0. SODERHJELM, Generzl Hanager, Central Asscciation

of the Finnish Woodworking Industries.

P.E, PULKEIWEN,  Délépgué permanent de la Finlasnde & Gendve.

FRANCE:.. F.

J.

MERVEBILLEUX du VIGNAUX, Directeur Général des Eaux

et Fordts.

de VAISSIERE, Conservateur des ZTaux et Foréis,

Chef du Service de la Forét Privée, Direction (Générale
des Faux et Foréis.

. DUBQILS, Président de ls Fédération Nationale des

Syndicats de Propriétaires forestiers.

QERMANY (Federal Republic):

dJd s
IPALY:  G.
A
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HMANN, Ministerialdirektor, Chief of the Forsstry and
Timber Division, Ministry of Food, fgriculture and Foresiry.
OEDEKOVEN, Forsimeister, Federal Ministry of Food,

Chgriculture and Forestry.

SPEEE, Professgor of University.

SACCHT, Directeur Général des Fordts et de 1'Bdonomie e
la Montaszne.

. PAVARY, Directeur de la Station de Recherches Forestikres

de Florence.

. FUNICIELLO, Inspecteur supérieur des Foréts, Directicn

(Uénérale des Foréts et de 1l'Bconomie de la Montagne.



WETHERLAVDS : F.
r.

WORWAY g A
SPATN : B,
.
SWEDER : Y,
SWITZERLAND J.
H.
T,

UNITED KIWGDOW Lo

I,

YUGCSLAVIA: L.
S
o,
A

a

‘B. OBSERVERS

a) Kon-member countiies

- 20 -

W, MALECH, Director of the Btate Foreat Service.
de FREMEEY, Président de 1'Organisation
professionnelle forsstizdre de Drolt Fublic
(Chambre forestidze).

LANGSAETER, Director of Yoresiry

GONZALEZ-VAZQURZ, Direction G(Générule des Fortis
SAINZ SANGUING, Ingeniero del Serviciao de La
Madera.

PLYM FORSHELL, Deputy Caief ol the Royal Board
of Private Forestry.

KBL.LER, Inspecteur fédéral dem Foré&ts, Inspection
Tédérals des Foréws, Chasse ot Péche.

C. WINKELMAWE, Directeur de >'0ffics Forecstier
Central Sulsse
L. BIOLLEY, Ingénieur forestier, Inspassiion
fédérale dess Forédis, Chasse et Pdche.

BERRSFORD-PEIRSE, Deputy Director, Foresiry
Commigsion,
A.B. MACDOWALD, Conservator of Foresis,
Scuth decotland. '

MARKOVIC, Directeur de recherches foreatidres,
Institut das Lecherches forwstidres de ferdie.
SURIC, fonctionnaire d'Btat, Institut L£48ddrusl du

" Plan.

BJAPIC, Docent de 1'Université de Belgrade,
Paculié des Fordts,

URBANOVSXI, Assigtant B 1'Université de Balgrads,
Facultzé des Feréis.

SULGARTA: J.A. PETRCV, Vice-~Président de 1'Administralion

_CZECROSLOVAKTA:  J.
L.

d'économie Torestigre du Conseil deg Ministres,

JINDRA,
¥KOSTROY, Ingénlieur-Chef,

GERMANY (Bastern Zonhe):

G.
i

¥ u
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EITTNER, Directeur de Division, Ministere de
1'Indusirie lsghrs.
BATELD, Professeur 4'Universite.



HINGARY @ A, MADAS, Ingénieur-Chef & 1'0ffice Ngtiomol de
Planification.
L. TUSKO, Dirscteur de 1l'ZEcole professionnelle
d'Fzonowmie forestidre.
POLAND @ J. KACZBERGIWSKI, Managing Director of "Paged"
Z. ¥XULCZYCKI, Director, Minisiry of Ferasts.
AUMAKIA ¢ 8. (AL, Directeur azu Ministdre du Conwerce Axtérieur,
J.85.8,R. ¢ A.D, BUKSHTYINOV, Chief of Forestry Division,

Ministry of Agriculture.
H.A, NACOVECHIN, Chief of Asspelation "Agro-Timber—
Prejectt, Ministry of Agriculturs.

AN, PAVLCV, Deputy-Chief of the Division of Furests,
Cultures and Forest Amelioration of the
Administretion of Forestyy.

A.N. ROGOSKIN, Chief of Technical Admiaistration,
Kigietry of the Timher Tndustry.

.1, VOHROMTEIN, wirector of the Central Scientilic
Resenrch Tnstitute of the Timber Industiry.

b) International organizations :

0.5.BE.C. {Organization for European Economic (ooperation) :
R. FEVRIER
T.U,F.R.0. {Internatiohal Union of Forest Research Organizations) :
A. PAVART
C.R.A. (Buropean Confoderation of Agriculture)
2. DUSCHEK
P. de FREMERY
4. DUBOIS

Internaticnal Commission for Agricultursl Industries s

Ch. BERNARD
U.I.P.N. (Internationsal Union for the Protsction of Naturs)
Cnh. BERNARD

International Poplax Commission

R.G. FONTAINE

International Chestaut Commission :

H.G, FONTAINE
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. P.4.0. (Food anu Agriculture Organization of the United Fationsg)
H. TROWP, Econemics Branch, Ferestry Division

P. SARTDRIUS, Eucnomics Franch, Forestry Divisica
0. FUGALLI, Polley Branch, Horwgtry Division.
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List of Publications
0f ths
Pilot Committee on Logpinsg Teschniquss and
Training of Foregt YWorkers

=0

A Buropean Directory of Research ané Training Institutes concerned with the
rationalisation of forestry work in the field o? felling, ZLogeing and transport
of timber (FAQ/EFC/LOG/14 EKev.l, Beptember 1G53)

Tas Use of Power Saws in Forestry Cperations, by U. Sundberg (FAQ/BFC/L0G/19,
September 1953)

Criteris for Correct Logging Techniques and Dest kethods of Work in Buropean
countries, by H. Gliser (FAQ/EFG/LOG/23, TIM/LOG/2, March 1954)

Vocational Traininé of Porest Workers - prepared by ILO (FAG/ERC/LOG/15 Eev.l,
March 1954) ‘

The Loading of Coniferous Sawlogs on Trucks, by M. Kantola (FiG/EFC/LOG/20,
Harch 1954) , _

Tnternational Performance Comparison in the Field of Logging— by H.H. Bilf
(FAO/FFC/LOG 31, TIM LOG 10, April 1954)

Bibliography on Work Science in Forests, by H. Cldser (MBFAC/3/54&, April 1954)

On the Choice of Tractors for Hauling, by X. de.Wégille (PAG Porestry Development
paper No.1, Rome, March 1954).

Beport on Forestry Criterie and Boulirment of Tractors, by X. de Mégille
(FAC/EFC/L0G/26, TIM/LOG/7, April 1954)
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Porest Rengsurces of the World

The Sixzth Session of the FAQO Confersnce in 1951 recommended that the
Organization should, &t five-ysarly intervals, collsct and publish availlable
informatieon on the Fforest rescurces of the world, the next inventory *o bhe
undertaken in 1953. Following this recommendation experts met in Geneva 10
conglder definiticns and determine the scops of the new inventory. Forms
were agresd and despatched to all member countries, including dependent
territoriea. At the =zame time FAO staff gathered information from beth
effiecial and uwnofficisal sources conterning the resources of nonumember
countries. Lesponses to the 1953 guesiiovnnaire; together with the resulis of
FAQ's first inveniory [1947), supplemented by data collected Nith the aid of
guthorities in member countrises, official reports, and FAD technical assiztonce
field expsris, have made 1t possible %o assembls data in respect of about two
hundred countries. It may therefore bte said that the new enquiry inte world
forest resvurces provides the most comprehensive picture of the extent of the
worid's foresis which has so far been published.

Such a world forest inventory eannot of course provide answers to all
the questions which a national inveptory must pese. 11 con afford indications
of the extent of the world's forests, and of the wealth of resouyrves they
contain. 1% cannot, howsver, agcertain whether the forests ars well distribuied
for Tulfilling their productive and protective role; 1% cannct nope fo afford
& comprehensive plewule of age anc species dlgiribution, or to refiect the
effects of siiviculture on the quality of cutput. Thease, and many other
questions, o national inventory will seelk to answor. They sre not appropriate
%o & world inventory, which must confine itsslf 4o listing = limited range of

galient facts, '

The 1953 ihventory iuncludes informetion falling into the following
main groups:

1) forest erea in relation %o other land catsegorises;

2) acceasible foressis: yleld and owmerships

3) forests ln uses menagement, standing tiober, 5rowth fellings
and removais;
cther roundwood sSoUrcesy

5) changes in forest regourcen.

411 the informatllion scughl ‘n thig second world Fferest inventory of
FAG comsisted ol data which moy be regardsd as essenidal Tor the formulation
of national forvst polidies. As dompured with the rssvouse to the first
enguiry thie inveniory records sncoursging, even siriking progress. Nsverthes
less, lhe maisrial assembled does a0t yeb enable vs to build up a complete and
comprehensive pleture of the world's forest resources. First, becauss in
spite of the considsrable progress made in the directicon of internstional
comparability, national siatistics etill differ widely in scope, content znd
reliability. Secondly, becauss many countries do not as yet collect all the
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daty neocessary for the formuilation of forest policy. Thus, while this inventory
telle us a great deal, it alsc represents a progress report whicvh indloates

the advances which have been nade in recent years in forest consslousness,
forest management and forest stalistics.

Ths resulbs of the enguiry can be summarisesd as follows:

1.  Forest areas

Nearly 30% of the earth's land surface is under forssts; a lurther
20% is devoted to agriculture. The rest, or nearly half, conslsis of natural
ragslands, brushlande and waprofductive arvas. - Forests cover over itwo-fifths
o the Zand sres in latin-imsrica, one-third in the U.B5.3.R. and Worth
America, slightiy less ip Inrope and Africa and less than ons-tenth in the
Pzoific area, The forest ares per inhabitant ranges from 6% ha. in ihe
Pacitisc ares to ong-third of a ha. in Burcpe. The Fact that woodlands (including
brushlantds) cover rather more than one~third of the land area of the world, -
might lead us.to suppeoss that thelr extent is amply sufficient both to fulfill
their protective Tole and *to ensure that ths world's nsed of forest products
i patisfied, Nevertheless, there are large areas within the main regions
where there js a sericus lack of foresits: and within individual countries there
are areas of scarcity axnidet apparent plenty.

54 of the world's Toregt ares or abhout 2,100 million ha. are today
glaszified as inaccessible. Only two-thirde of the accessible foresis, ox
some 29% of =ll forests, are today in use. -The immensity of the rezources
vet untouchsd may be understood if we appreciate that, leaving aslde ths
1,100 million ha. tcday eéxploited, there is z firsi reserve of abuut 6C0 million
ke. zocgsasible, but not as yet exploited, and a s2cond reserve of atout
2,000 millior n8. not yet accessible.

2. Composition of the forests in use

For the world az a whole just over half ¢f the forest ares today ex-
ploited consiste of coniferous specles. Thsy ars, however, unevenly dis-
ributed, wmore than half the stands bBeing found in the U.S5.5.RE. and less than
ope-tenth in the schthern hemisphere. (Conifers accouns for 534 of all the
forests today exploited. Out of about 71,300 million ha. of conifercus siands,
some (10 million are today utilissd, whereas from *he same 2,600 million
broadleaved stands only 500 millions or less than one~fifth zre in use. Theme
figures reflect the fact that go Lar the oonifercus Iorssts have been better
suited, either for their quality or for their lccation, te satiafying the
demand for forest products. Hitheric broadleaved species, save for temperste
hardwoods and some precious tropicsl speeies; have bren used mainly as fuel
and for charcoaly conifers have served o much wider purpess in meeting human
necds. ‘

3. Growing etoek in forssis in nse

. It may be estimated that Total growing stock in 21l the world's forests
in use amounls to 96,000 million cu.m., of which 59% consists of conifers.
Over all the world's sexploitsd forests, starding timber per hz. averages 95 ocu.m.
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for coniferous forests and 75 cu.m. for broadlesved stands, a world averags
for all stands of 85 cu.m. per.ha. In prepical rain forests it may reach
400 cu.m., in temperate zomes 200 cu.m.; 50 to 60 cu.m. per ha. 1s typical
for Scand1nav1a, whereas in the savanna forests of Central Afrlca the figure
falle as low as 20 to 30 cu.m.

4, Growth and allowable cut in the forssis in use

The reported data for groes increment related to aboul three-~quarters
of the world's exploited forests. It may be estimated that for the world's
forzats in use as a whole, gross increment will probably be 2,300 million
cu.m., of which 46% consis’ of conifercus spsociss. Growth per ha, is about
1.8 cu.m. for conifercus and 2.4 for broadleaved specles, averaging 2.1 CU.M.
for all species.

So little infeormation wag recelved for annusl lossss, and consequently
for net growth, that it was for the moment not possible to estimate net growth
in-the world as a whole; 31t can only be siated that in BEurope natural losses
amount to about 54 of gross increment.

Data related to allowable cut cover only about 18, of the total area
of the world's forests in use; they are not representative for the world as a
whole znd the fact that allowable cut and net growth, twe key figures for forestd
management and scund forest policy, are not available for most of the forests
of the world, shows that much remains to he done before each country has the
elements necessary for a formulation of policy.

Ha- Fellings and removals

Information relating to fellings and to logging and floating losses is
limited and of uncertain accuracy; it covers less than two-fifths of the world's
exploited forssts. It may, however,; be suggdsted that these losses will be
about 10% of fellings.

Eemovals (excluding, however, uanrecorded and i1licit removals) are
about 1,400 million cu.m. The share of indusirial wcod, roughly half for the
world as a whole, varies from region to region in accordance with the species
digtribution and with the wood fuel needs of the local populations.

A Ffundamental guestion is whether natural losses and fellings exceed
the rate at which wood is being producsd. In other words: are the forests
being overcut? Here again, the present inventory does not admit of firm
and precise answers. As a very rough estimate, based on resported removals and
making various assumpilions concerning bark preportion, logging and floating
losses, natural losses and gross increment, we can perhaps say that in the
world's 600 million ha. of exploited coniferdus forests, growth and drain are
just abtout in bhalance, at arcund 1,100 million cu.m. with bark. In the 500
million ha. of exploited broadlsaved forests, gross increment may be
reckoned at about 1,300 million cu.m., of which perhaps thres—quarters is
drained off by fellings or natural losses.

L S I
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The response to the 1953 iaventory is at onge an encouragement and a
challenge: an encouragement wsince it demonsirates the important advances which
have been made in recent years; 3 challenge since 1% cmphasizgs how much remaings
to he done iIf the world forest resources are %o be viilised raticnally.
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