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Background
Small Island Developing States (SIDS), Least Developed Countries (LDCs), and Landlocked Developing Countries 
(LLDCs) face significant challenges in achieving food security and nutrition, a fundamental pillar of sustainable 
development. These nations grapple with a complex web of interconnected vulnerabilities, including climate change 
impacts, environmental degradation, economic instability, high food import dependency and limited access to 
resources. Transforming their agrifood systems from vulnerability to resilience requires a multi-faceted approach, 
emphasizing locally adapted solutions, technological innovation, and strengthened partnerships.

FAO’s State of Food Security and Nutrition 2024 reported that more than one-third of people in the world – about 2.8 
billion – could not afford a healthy diet in 2022. The majority of these persons are in SIDS, LDCs and LLDCs. The same 
report revealed that the prevalence of severe food insecurity in the total population of LDCs and LLDCs increased by 
approximately 3% when compared to 7 years prior. Increases were also seen in the number of undernourished people 
in SIDS (1.4 million), LDCs (49.6 million) and LLDCs (16.6 million). While extreme poverty has returned to pre-pandemic 
levels, significant gaps persist in these countries’ efforts to achieve Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Targets 2.1 
and 2.2 – end hunger, food insecurity and all forms of malnutrition by 2030. Driving SDG achievement in SIDS, LDCs, and 
LLDCs necessitates a concerted and multifaceted effort, prioritizing the most vulnerable and building resilient agrifood 
systems for the future. For these countries, resilient agrifood systems are not just a priority – they are a lifeline.

Between March 2022 and January 2025, all three groups of countries renewed their 10-year Programmes of Action1. 
While each programme has its specific focus, they all recognize the critical importance of addressing agriculture and 
food security and nutrition challenges.

SIDS, LDCs and LLDCs are priority countries for FAO and agrifood systems transformation is a key pillar of the FAO 
Strategic Framework. Only through this transformation can there be better production, better nutrition, a better 
environment and a better life for all (four Betters).

1   Doha Programme of Action for LDCs | Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS | Programme of Action for LLDCs
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Building resilient agrifood systems capable of coping with shocks and contributing to a more sustainable and equitable 
future in these vulnerable nations demands a comprehensive strategy.  This involves boosting agricultural productivity 
through climate-smart practices and support for small farmers, while simultaneously developing diverse and nutritious 
food value chains. Integrating climate change adaptation and mitigation into food security and nutrition programmes 
is essential for long-term resilience. Enhancing healthy diet intakes, increasing local production, diversification of food 
supply, affordability of healthy food to all, and nutrition education are also crucial. Technology and innovation can also 
play a vital role, empowering farmers with information, optimizing resource use, and improving market access. 

To truly leave no one behind, we must prioritize inclusive policies and practices that empower farmers, ensure 
equitable access to resources and markets, and build resilient food systems that nourish all communities in SIDS, LDCs 
and LLDCs.

Ministers and representatives of SIDS, LDCs and LLDCs, along with key FAO resource partners and stakeholders, 
assembled for the first High-Level Ministerial Event, organized by FAO in Rome on 29 June 2023, to discuss common 
challenges and strengthen FAO’s technical support to these vulnerable states by identifying actions to transform their 
agrifood systems and accelerate and scale-up progress towards achieving the SDGs. This 2025 session continues FAO’s 
commitment to the work begun earlier. 

Proposed theme of the event
Considering the unique features of the three groups of countries, namely SIDS, LDCs, and LLDCs, the theme proposed 
for the event is:  

FROM VULNERABILITY TO RESILIENCE  
Strengthening Food Security and Better Life in Small Island Developing States, Least Developed Countries and 
Landlocked Developing Countries

Objectives

To foster collaborative efforts to:

•	 enhance the resilience and sustainability of domestic agrifood systems to reduce food import dependency while 
ensuring its environmental integrity in SIDS, LDCs and LLDCs

•	 drive the development of inclusive and equitable agrifood systems that deliver healthy diets and improved 
livelihoods for all.

Participants
Ministers from SIDS, LDCs and LLDCs, as well as representatives from key development partners, multilateral financial 
institutions and the private sector.

Date and venue
29 June 2025, in conjunction with the 44th session of the FAO Conference at FAO Headquarters, Rome.



3

Programme
In addition to the opening and closing sessions where the FAO Director General’s presence is anticipated, the 
programme will feature three plenary sessions and two parallel breakout sessions and will serve as a crucial platform 
to address the shared challenges and opportunities in the agrifood systems of SIDS, LDCs and LLDCs addressing 
production, consumption and the conditions necessary to sustainably transform these systems. 

Participants will explore how to effectively leverage technology and innovation to enhance resilience of agrifood 
systems, focusing on practical solutions. The programme will also address the links between a healthy population, 
a robust and nutritious food supply and sustainable and productive agricultural practices. The crucial role of multi-
stakeholder collaboration in creating enabling environments for sustainable investment and the need to explore 
emerging financial architectures will also be examined. The event will actively seek to motivate participants to commit 
to tangible actions and agreements.

PLENARY SESSIONS 
I. Unlocking potentials with technology and innovation  
for improved productivity and sustainability in agrifood systems 
This session will highlight new cutting-edge practices, technologies, and innovations tailored to enhance productivity, 
resilience and sustainability. Crucially, the session will emphasize the importance of ensuring that technological 
solutions are contextually relevant, accessible, and affordable for smallholder farmers on the frontlines of food 
production, promoting inclusive growth and equitable access to the benefits of innovation. Panellists will explore how 
these advancements can address critical challenges like climate vulnerability, limited resource availability, and market 
access constraints.

II. Nutrition and development in vulnerable states 
The session will focus on the consumption patterns in SIDS, LDCs and LLDCs, the complex interplay between 
undernutrition, micronutrient deficiencies, and the rising prevalence of NCDs, particularly among women and children 
and their direct impact on development. Discussions will address the importance of diverse and locally sourced diets 
to mitigate the risks associated with ultra-processed foods and unhealthy dietary patterns. Panellists will explore 
strategies to integrate nutrition interventions into existing health and development programmes, emphasizing the 
importance of robust data collection and monitoring systems as well as multi-sectoral collaboration across agriculture, 
health, education, and social protection. 

III. Financing and partnerships for resilient agrifood systems
The session will address the urgency of transitioning to more sustainable agrifood practices, emphasizing the critical 
role of multi-stakeholder partnerships and innovative financing instruments. Panellists will explore mechanisms to 
bridge the financing gap, including public-private partnerships, blended finance, and impact investment. The session 
will prioritize identifying concrete mechanisms to foster collaboration between governments, the private sector, 
research institutions, and civil society, with a focus on shared goals and mutual accountability. Experiences from FAO’s 
Pacific Investment Programme, Caribbean Investment Plan and Hand in Hand Initiative will be shared. 
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BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
Leveraging Blue Transformation and Mountain Farming for resilient ecosystems

Panel I – Blue Transformation
Ministers and experts will discuss innovative strategies for harnessing the ocean’s resources, while minimizing 
environmental impacts and ensuring equitable benefits for local communities. The panel will address critical 
challenges such as climate change, pollution, and overfishing, exploring integrated approaches that balance economic 
growth with environmental protection and social equity. The session will examine the role of science-based decision-
making, capacity building, and regional cooperation in unlocking the full potential of the Blue Economy for SIDS.

Panel II – Mountain Farming for resilient ecosystem
Recognizing the unique challenges and opportunities presented by mountainous terrain in these contexts, the session 
will explore sustainable agricultural practices that can enhance food security, protect biodiversity, and mitigate 
climate change impacts. Discussions will highlight innovative approaches to soil conservation, water management, 
and agroforestry, while addressing the specific needs and vulnerabilities of mountain communities in LLDCs. The 
panel will address the importance of empowering local farmers, strengthening value chains, and promoting sustainable 
tourism to unlock the economic and environmental potential of mountain agriculture in these landlocked nations. 


