
 
 

Dear Colleague/Madame/Sir, 
 
We are pleased to share February’s edition of Plant Treaty Headlines, providing you with a quick 
clickable overview of what’s been happening and what’s coming up. For each of the items, you can 
click on a link for more information.  

We hope you find Plant Treaty Headlines informative and useful!  

Recent Updates: 
• South Africa Joins the International Treaty   

South Africa reaffirmed its commitment to global efforts to conserve and sustainably use 
plant genetic resources essential for food security and agricultural biodiversity by becoming 
the first new member of the International Treaty in 2025.… [Click here for full article] 
 

• Swiss-Flavoured Food Forever Experience Puts Crop Diversity in the Spotlight at the 
World Economic Forum 2025 
The International Treaty joined the Crop Trust in Davos for a unique event, highlighting the 
importance of crop diversity and providing tastings by a renowned Swiss chef …. [Click here 
for full article] 
 

• Heads of Biodiversity-related Conventions Meet at FAO 
The Secretariats of the International Treaty and the International Plant Protection 
Convention hosted the Biodiversity Liaison Group meeting at FAO back-to-back with the 
resumed session of COP16 of the Convention on Biological Diversity…. [Click here for full 
article] 
 

• Journey of seeds: From farms to the Svalbard Global Seed Vault 
Three projects supported by the International Treaty’s Benefit-sharing Fund deposited just 
over 2,000 seed samples into the Svalbard Global Seed Vault as it opened its doors for the 
first time this year, including first-time depositors, Georgia …. [Click here for full article] 

 

Upcoming Events: 
• 19 – 20 March 2025: Compliance Committee Meeting   

The Compliance Committee of the International Treaty will meet in March to consider the 
reports received from Contracting Parties on the implementation and a synthesis report for 
the consideration of the Governing Body. (The reports received are available at: 
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/areas-of-work/compliance/compliance-reports/en/ ) 
 

• 24 – 28 March 2025: Twentieth Session of the Commission on Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture  
The Twentieth Regular Session of the Commission will meet at FAO Headquarters to review 
developments and discuss policies for the sustainable use and conservation of genetic 
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resources for food and agriculture and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits derived 
from their use…[Click here for more] 

• Spring 2025: Thirteenth Meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group to Enhance 
the Functioning of the Multilateral System  
Continuation of important discussions on enhancement of the functioning of the Treaty’s 
MLS  will take place in Spring 2025... [Click here for more] 

 
Did You Know? 

• Enhancing PGRFA Collections with Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) is now possible 
through support from the Treaty Secretariat. Assigning DOIs helps to identify what plant 
genetic resources for food and agriculture are available in the Multilateral System, 
alongside other relevant non-confidential characterization and evaluation data, as well as 
material that is not available in the Multilateral System. [Click here for more] 
 

• The International Treaty welcomes its first new member of 2025, South Africa, bringing our 
total membership to 154 Contracting Parties! [Click here for more] 

Thank you for being part of the International Treaty community and for staying connected!  
You’re welcome to visit our website and to reach out to us directly at pgrfa-treaty@fao.org . 

Best regards, 

Secretariat of the International Treaty 
 
Stay Connected with us: 
Follow us on social media to never miss an update: 

    

Countdown to Governing Body-11:  

*257 days* until the Eleventh Session of our Governing Body convenes from 24-29 November 
2025! 

 
@PlantTreaty 

#ItAllStartsWithTheSeed 
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