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l. REPORT OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH FAO REGIONAL
CONFERENCE FOR THE NEAR EAST (NERC/06/REP)

Report on FAQO Activities in the Near East Region with a focus on the Achievement of the
World Food Summit (WFES) Target and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs)

25. Mr. Mohamad Albraithen, FAO Assistant Director-General and Regional
Representative for the Near East, reviewed FAO’s main activities in the Region during the
2004-2005 biennium. He started by pointing out that the focus of this review was the achievement
of the World Food Summit (WFS) Target and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),
noting that this provided an opportunity for collective reflection on the progress achieved to date,
especially given that the 2006 Regional Conference was taking place half way between the 1996
WEFS Summit and the target year of 2015.

26. Mr. Albraithen continued that, while all of FAQ’s actions and programmes contributed,
directly or indirectly, to these targets, the Organization had embarked on a number of global and
regional initiatives over the past few years to address the problems of hunger and food insecurity.
After reviewing the main highlights of these programmes, Mr. Albraithen went on to brief the
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Conference on actions taken in response to the main recommendations of the 27" Session of the
FAO Near East Regional Conference.

217. The Conference noted with satisfaction the wide range and comprehensiveness of FAO
activities in the Region during the 2004-2005 biennium and endorsed FAQ’s efforts to focus its
activities on the achievement of the MDGs. However, the Conference recognized that further
efforts were still needed particularly at the country level, where closer coordination with other
United Nations agencies could enhance FAQO’s contribution to help Member Countries move
closer towards achieving the MDGs.

28. Several Delegates expressed the interest for FAO to conduct a prospective study that
would outline the expected long-term changes in the global economic environment and their
anticipated impacts on agricultural development and food security in the Region. The Conference
requested FAO to initiate preparatory actions to define the scope and terms of reference for such
a study and to formulate a preliminary proposal for possible submission to interested donors, in
consultation with development partners and Member Countries.



