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IN NUMBERS   

 
4.9 million 

People severely food insecure 
(IPC February-April 2017) 

 

>100 000 
People facing famine in the 

former Unity State  

   
>3.4 million 

People displaced by conflict   

 
$61 million 

Requested under the 2017 
South Sudan Humanitarian 

Response Plan 

HIGHLIGHTS  

 Famine was declared in two counties (Leer and Mayendit) with a risk of famine in a further two (Koch and Panyijiar). 
The Government made the declaration on 20 February 2017, based on the latest Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classification (IPC) analysis.  

 4.9 million People are severely food insecure (IPC Phases 3, 4 and 5) between February and April 2017, with this rising to 

5.5 million people (almost 50 percent of the population) by the peak of the lean season in July.  

 FAO is seeking USD 61 million under the 2017 Humanitarian Response Plan for South Sudan. Of this, FAO is urgently 

seeking USD 33 million by May to ensure timely distribution of the kits.  

 Livelihood support is critical for the most vulnerable populations to prevent asset depletion or reduce their adoption of 
negative coping mechanisms and reduce the number of people relying on food assistance for their survival in 2017.  

   

MAP    
 

 
 

BACKGROUND   

On 20 February, the Government declared that there is ongoing famine in Leer and Mayendit counties and a high risk of famine 
for Koch and Panyijiar counties in Unity State. The declaration was based on the latest IPC analysis and reflects the impact of 
constrained humanitarian access largely owing to recurrent fighting. The scope of the food crisis is unprecedented, with many facing 
severe food insecurity for over a year, raising their vulnerabilities. Of concern are parts of Northern Bahr el-Ghazal where the recent 
harvest will soon be depleted, and market failure is devastating people’s income and purchasing power. Continued insecurity and 
the economic crisis has rendered the food supply pipeline from Uganda to Juba dysfunctional and the border with Sudan is closely 
controlled. Humanitarian assistance has played a significant role in assisting these households and averting catastrophe. Also, in 
many highly productive areas of Greater Equatoria, farmers failed to harvest their first crop and were unable to plant the second 
crop in 2016. Many fled to Uganda and some counties are almost depopulated, leading to the loss of the coming planting season. 

INTEGRATED FOOD SECURITY PHASE CLASSIFICATION  

(Feb-April 2017 projection) 

(Jan-March 2016) 



 

CHALLENGES FACING FOOD AND AGRICULTURE   

The food security and nutrition situation has been deteriorating since 2014. Farming technology is rudimentary in South Sudan. Crop 
production is largely in the hands of very poor farmers who cannot produce enough for their families and depend on purchased food for 
several months. Major rural development programmes have been on hold due to insecurity. Since 2015, food price hyperinflation has 
devastated purchasing power and decimated livestock holdings. Fuel is extremely scarce and expensive. Markets are very fragmented and 
during the rainy season roads become impassable almost everywhere in the country. The regional Horn of Africa crisis is also affecting 
availability of food commodities: commercial imports into South Sudan will further reduce as traders have no economic incentive due to 
domestic monetary collapse – or seek premium profit, pushing retail food price upwards that few households can afford. A critical period 
in the agricultural calendar is approaching, providing the main opportunity to tackle countrywide food insecurity. Food security will be 
heavily influenced by the success of the coming cropping season. If farmers can plant and security remains sufficiently stable that they can 
weed, carry out pest control and harvest their crops, this will have positively impact food security for the remainder of 2017. Given that 
many households have already lost most if not all of their productive assets, it is very likely that the needs for external assistance will last 
well into 2017, and perhaps even beyond. The distribution of fishing kits is already ongoing in critical famine areas where people are living 
in the swamps, offering a much-needed lifeline.  
  

FAO RESPONSE, TARGETS AND FUNDING  

ONGOING DRY SEASON CAMPAIGN (2016-17) MAIN SEASON 2017  

 
1.9 million people targeted with livelihood kits 

(323 189 households) 

All 328 068 dry season livelihood kits have been 
delivered to partners, who have distributed to  

619 920 people to-date (103 320 households) 

 

3.9 million people need to receive 

livelihood kits for the 2017 main season 

2.4 million people targeted with current 

funding 
 

128 600 crop kits  procured to-date 

So far, FAO has procured the following for the main 

planting season: 

 1 038 tonnes of crop seed 

 186 450 vegetable kits 

 644 000 tools 

 155 700 fishing kits 

 
209 907 vegetable kits released to partners for 

distribution – 60 536 kits distributed to beneficiaries 

118 161 fishing kits released to partners for 

distribution – 45 375 kits distributed to beneficiaries 

 

 

 6  million animals targeted to be  vaccinated and treated in 2017 – over 160 000 animals vaccinated to-date and 

more than 60 000 treated for endemic disease, parasites, etc. 
 

FUNDING ASSESSMENTS 

Under the 2017 Humanitarian Response Plan for South Sudan, FAO 
is seeking USD 61 million to assist 650 000 households by end of 
2017. Of this, USD 33 million is needed by May 2017 to support 
the critical main cropping season. USD 2 million is needed to 
rapidly upscale support to southern Unity, particularly counties in 
famine conditions, where access allows.   

 
 
Donors:  Belgium, Common Humanitarian Fund, Norway, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United 
States of America. 

 FAO and WFP are currently completing the Crop and Food 
Security Assessment and the report is expected to be released 
in March 2017.  

 

The IPC Technical Working Group is planning to do an IPC 
update in April 2017. 
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Serge Tissot  |  FAO Representative  |  Juba, South Sudan  |  Serge.Tissot@fao.org   

Dominique Burgeon  |  Director, Emergency and Rehabilitation Division and Strategic Programme Leader, Resilience  |  
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