
Rwanda relies heavily upon agriculture for its income, 
employment opportunities and the economic wellbeing of its 
people. Achieving food security and increased rural incomes is 
highly dependent upon increased productivity in the agriculture 
sector. With smallholder farmers disproportionately vulnerable 
to the impacts of climate change as a result of poverty, 
marginalization and reliance upon natural resources, the 
development of water resource projects was a key solution 
to this challenge.

KEY FACTS

Contribution
USD 389 000

Duration
June 2015 – September 2017

Resource Partners
FAO

Partners
Rwanda Agriculture Board

Beneficiaries
Farmers and cooperatives affected by 
climate change and its impacts

INCREASING RURAL INCOMES THROUGH 
IRRIGATION IN EASTERN RWANDA

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?
The project provided technical assistance to strengthen 
the resilience of small farmers. This was achieved through 
the development of farmer-led, affordable, productive, and 
sustainable Small-scale Irrigation Technology models. 
The project was implemented in three districts of Rwanda’s 
Eastern Province – Kirehe, Kayonza and Nyagatare. 
Beneficiaries received support through small-scale irrigation 
equipment, followed by the training on how to conduct 
Small-scale Irrigation Technology farming as a business, 
including farm planning, technology operation, harvesting and 
marketing of produce.

IMPACT
The trained beneficiaries will transfer the knowledge acquired 
to other cooperative members. The training offered to the 
district irrigation officers/agronomists, meanwhile, will enable 
them to provide quality advice on Small-scale Irrigation 
Technology through the training of beneficiaries and support 
to wider-scale implementation of the technology, in close 
collaboration with local partners. The knowledge and 
equipment received by farmers is expected to strengthen food 
security and rural incomes in the target communities.
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Contacts
FAO Office in Rwanda
FAO-RW@fao.org

Ruhiza Boroto (Lead Technical Officer)
Ruhiza.Boroto@fao.org
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Project Code
TCP/RWA/3504

Project Title
Support for enhancing small scale irrigation technologies 
in Rwanda

ACTIVITIES
 Study tour to Uganda by 8 irrigation engineers from 

MINAGRI/RAB, including 2 FAO staff to learn some SSIT 
techniques developed in Uganda. 

 Needs assessment on Small-scale Irrigation Technology in 
Rwanda conducted in order to properly convey the 
appropriate interventions in the necessary areas.

 Schemes piloted on ten farm sites designed and developed, 
including pumping schemes from rivers, lakes and from 
a borehole using solar powered pump.

 Irrigation equipment supplied to each beneficiary, and 
subsequently installed and tested.

 Training provided to technical personnel representatives 
from each district (30 districts in total), 4 service providers 
and 1 irrigation engineer from RAB through a five-day 
irrigation course.  

 Study tour to Morocco by six irrigation officers from central 
government level, including one from FAO Rwanda, to 
enhance capacities for designing and managing farmer-led, 
affordable, productive and sustainable Small-scale Irrigation 
Technology models.

Resource Mobilization Division
Marketing, Outreach and Reporting Unit

Reporting@fao.org
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