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CONCEPT NOTE
EU-BASED PRIVATE SECTOR PRECONSULTATION PROCESS TO FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR EUROPE
15th April 2024, 14:00-16:00 Brussels, Belgium.

Venue: COPA COGECA (Rue de Tréves 61)

1. Background

As the deadline for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals approaches, agrifood transformation is
identified as a crucial theme for the success of the Agenda 2030. For that, it is imperative that all stakeholders
work closely together across all levels. Private sector entities play a pivotal role in this collaboration.

In this perspective, the FAO Strategy for Private Sector Engagement 2021-2025 acknowledges its multifaceted
contributions. Beyond providing products and services globally, private sector has been instrumental in driving
innovation in technology, knowledge, finance, and management within agrifood systems. Moreover, it has
facilitated the integration and globalization of production chains, thereby transforming food systems.

The 34 session of the FAO Regional Conference for Europe, hosted by the Republic of Moldova and scheduled
to take place May 14-17 in Rome, Italy (FAO HQ), will establish the roadmap and priorities for FAO's work in the
region over the next biennium.

Preceding that Conference, a consultation and dialogue session between EU-based private sector
representatives and FAQ's regional leadership will be held on 15 April (14h-16h).

This event, hosted by Copa-Cogeca and co-organized by the FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia
(REU) with the support of the FAO Liaison Office in Brussels (LOB), aims to facilitate exchange and information
sharing on current priorities in food and agriculture for FAO and private sector, and ways to collaborate. It will
also serve as a background to prepare for the Private Sector Consultation , with an aim to:

(i) Define private sector positions regarding FAQ's program of work in 2025-2026;
(ii) Nominate private sector associations to represent their views at ERC 34;

2. Objectives:

The purpose of the meeting in Brussels is to enhance the engagement and discussion with the EU-based private
sector in the region in the run up to the 34t session of the FAO Regional Conference for Europe - in
particular on the priority areas of food and agriculture for the next biennium. The event will take into account
current challenges, perspectives and contributions of the private sector in relation to FAO topics, using as a
reference for the  discussion official documents prepared for the Conference-
https://www.fao.org/about/meetings/regional-conferences/erc34/documents/en.




It will, more specifically, address the following goals:

e Enhance private sector engagement by providing comprehensive insights into FAO's focal areas and
regional priorities for the upcoming biennium, along with opportunities for meaningful collaboration
and involvement with the FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia.

e Facilitate dialogue between the private sector and FAO, exploring potential contributions, interests,
and roles of companies in driving the transformation of agri-food systems.

e Promote a deeper understanding among private sector entities of the overarching objectives and
anticipated outcomes of the FAO Regional Conference for Europe (ERC 34), highlighting the valuable
role they can play in this pivotal governance event and the benefits of active participation.

e Prepare for the Private Sector Consultation, ensuring that private sector perspectives on FAO's regional
work priorities are articulated and integrated, thereby enriching the deliberations and outcomes of the
conference.

2. Methodology.

The consultation with the private sector represents an instance of dialogue and exchange of knowledge that
aims to gather relevant information and learn about the main challenges and recommendations on the man
priorities from the representatives of the private sector towards the next biennium.

To achieve the afore-mentioned objectives, the following sessions will be carried out through:

1- FAOQ’s overview of the work priorities in the region for the next biennium ;

2- Interactive dialogue where private sector representatives share priorities of different sectors and
possible ways to collaborate, considering current issues, challenges and needs;

3- Overview and modalities of private sector participation in the ERC 34;

Participants:

- Technical leaders from FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia;
- EU/Brussels-based private sector representatives, from a variety of sectors.



2.1. Pre-consultation Agenda

FAO and private sector dialogue.

TIME

14:00 - 14:05

14:05 -14:10

14:10 - 14:30

14:30 - 14:40

14:40-15:00

15:00 -15:45

15:45 -16:00

ACTIVITY
Opening words

Welcoming remarks from private
sector representative ;

Private sector and FAO: diverse
ways to cooperate;

Overview to FAQO’s programme in
Europe and Central Asia;

Space for questions, comments and
suggestions from the audience.;

Discussion/panel with private sector
representatives ;

Next steps: general guidance for
Private Sector Consultation and
participation at ERC43;

Concluding words.

SPEAKER

AlKhafaji, = Raschad  (FAOLOB
Director); Raimund Jehle (REU
Regional Program Leader);
Copa-Cogeca;  Patrick

Deputy-Secretary General
Carlos Watson (Chief- Private Sector
Unit, FAO HQ); Giulio Cataldi,
(Private Sector Partnerships Officer)
Darya Alekseeva (REU Regional
Partnership Development Officer);

Pagani,

Replies from FAO;

Ms. Katalin Sule, EESC, Study Group
on Sustainable Food Systems,
National Vice- President of the
National Chamber of Agriculture,
President of Zala County of the
National Associations of Hungarian
Farmers’ Societies;

Mr. Will Surman, Food Drink
Europe, Deputy Director General;
Mr. Fabrizio Fabbri, Euro Coop,
Sustainability and Food Policy
Manager;

Mr. Corrado Finardi, Director,
Agri-policies;

Mr. Alexander Anton, Secretary -
General, European Dairy
Association;

Moderated by Raimund Jehle, REU
Regional Program Leader. Q and A ;

Darya Alekseeva (REU Regional
Partnership Development Officer);



