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Background

The high-level dialogue "WOOD for GLOBE: Leading Pathways to Carbon Neutrality and Resilience" was held
as a pre- 9th World Forest Week (WFW 2024) event just before COFO27. It reviewed progress on the global
sustainable wood agenda since the Ministerial Call issued in 2022, in Seoul, Republic of Korea, at the XV
World Forestry Congress, and provided a platform for global knowledge and policy exchange. The dialogue
also presented the results of technical and scientific reports and assessments commissioned under the
project Wood for Globe, funded by the Forest Fund of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry,
Regions and Water Management (BML).

Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field

The dialogue brough together countries, international organizations and initiatives, the private sector, civil
society, and scientific community to take stock on progress in implementation of the sustainable wood
pathways identified in the Ministerial Call in 2022. Participants highlighted the importance of wood as a
renewable, highly reusable and recyclable material to mitigate GHG emissions in the building sector, the
socioeconomic benefits generated by sustainable wood value chains, the opportunities and concerns
associated with increased consumption of sustainable wood, and the challenges posed by the absence of
global frameworks and definitions on sustainable wood and the bioeconomy. The discussions emphasized
the need for collaborative approaches and avoidance of competition and overlaps across international
cooperation on sustainable wood, science-based approaches, enhanced governance, and inclusive
strategies. Challenges in public perception were noted, with recommendations for improved communication,
demonstration projects, and policy frameworks to promote sustainable wood use across various sectors,
particularly in construction and bioeconomy development.




Conclusions

Panel I: Advancing Sustainable Wood Pathways: cooperation for policy, science, innovation, knowledge, and
investments (Canada, European Wood Policy Platform, International Sustainable Forestry Coalition, FSC,
PEFC, Built by Nature)

The forestry sector faces a significant challenge, with projections indicating a need to quadruple sustainable
wood supply by 2050. This demand stems from the expected increase in biomass, wood fiber, and wooden
building materials usage. Meeting this demand requires four key elements: a) expanded recycling and reuse,
b) increased utilization of entire trees, c) intensified production in existing plantation forests, and d)
expansion onto degraded and marginal agricultural land.

To achieve that, strong political leadership is essential at both national and international levels. This
leadership is crucial for mobilizing necessary policies, partnerships, and resources, as well as improve
building capacities. The process involves fostering new collaborations across various sectors, aligning
objectives between different organizations, and working collectively to develop solutions for shared
challenges. Equally important is the establishment of principles and guidelines that consolidate lessons
learned to advance sustainable wood value chains and promote the adoption of wood as a sustainable
material. These principles serve as a foundation for informed decision-making and help ensure that efforts to
develop and implement sustainable practices are based on proven strategies and experiences.

Governments play a pivotal role in establishing policy and regulatory frameworks for sustainable forest
management (SFM) and building codes. Their leadership can instill confidence in other sectors and help link
increased sustainable wood use to climate and biodiversity benefits, realizing multiple policy objectives.

The financial landscape is evolving to support these efforts. Substantial capital flows are being directed
towards sustainability solutions, with private investors showing increased interest in forestry and land assets
as 'natural capital assets'. New opportunities are emerging for blended finance and innovative partnerships
between investors, corporations, government agencies, communities, and NGOs.

A robust system of accountability should be established to ensure all parties follow through on their
commitments and deliver results, supporting the overall goal of sustainable wood production and use.

Panel Il: Advancing Sustainable Wood Pathways: Country experiences (Peru, Republic of Korea, Brazil,
Republic of Congo, Tanzania, New Zealand)

Sustainable Wood Value Chains (SWVCs) offer a promising path towards carbon neutrality, improved local
livelihoods, and achievement of multiple Sustainable Development Goals (e.g., SDG8, SDG12, SDG13, and
SDG15). However, realizing their full potential requires addressing several challenges, including
misconceptions about forest use, sustainability issues in domestic timber markets, and various
environmental and socio-economic pressures. To overcome these obstacles, a multi-faceted approach is
necessary. This includes implementing policy initiatives that support a wood-friendly society, enhancing
community engagement and public awareness, fostering technological and institutional innovations for
timber legality, expanding sustainable forest management practices, and reconciling restoration and climate
strategies and plans with sustainable wood production and use. Responsible production methods, such as

reduced impact logging and forest certification, coupled with the development of local processing




capabilities and waste valorization, are crucial components of this strategy. Moving forward, both national
and international efforts are needed to improve the regulatory environment, increase market opportunities for
sustainable wood products, and strengthen global dialogue on sustainable forestry practices. All countries
mentioned the importance of communication to shift the paradigm towards increased adoption of wood as a
sustainable carbon-neutral material.

Panel lll: WOOD for GLOBE: key findings (FAO, BOKU University, University of Antananarivo)

The Wood for Globe outputs comprised reports and regional consultations, which demonstrated the
existence of convergence among common critical issues, necessary actions, and collaborative efforts needs.

These issues are:

Policies for sustainable wood are mostly non-existent.

There is a need for a common framework for bioeconomy.

Data challenges.

No direct linkages between sustainable wood related policies and climate-change and nature-based
solutions.
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The University of Antananarivo highlighted that the construction sector is a major contributor to global CO2
emissions, accounting for approximately 39% of annual emissions worldwide. With Africa's population
expected to double by 2050, reaching nearly 2.5 billion, and its construction market projected to grow by
70.20% in the next five years, there is an urgent need to adopt sustainable building practices.

In Africa, where 62% of the population lives in slums, both urban and rural areas face unique challenges.
Urban areas need to implement low-carbon construction practices, while rural areas must adopt good
construction techniques to enhance sustainability and durability.

According to the findings from the scientists’ report led by BOKU University, sustainable wood offers a low-
carbon solution to address the housing deficit and increase affordable, sustainable housing. Key practices
include prefabricated mass timber construction, using bamboo as a building material, and utilizing reclaimed
wood through deconstruction.

However, several critical issues need to be addressed across all regions. These include the lack of
sustainable wood policies, the need for a common bioeconomy framework, data challenges, and the
absence of direct linkages between sustainable wood policies and climate change mitigation strategies.

To overcome these challenges, necessary actions include developing clear definitions of sustainable wood,
raising awareness, facilitating policy and knowledge exchange, fostering effective collaborations and
partnerships, and establishing global, regional, and local platforms to build consensus and shared
principles.




The path forward involves relying on science and data, enhancing governance, adopting inclusive
approaches, and assessing impacts on vulnerable populations. Demonstration projects in the Global South
can increase awareness and generate engagement. Pathways for integrating more wood in the bioeconomy
include increasing efficiency, utilizing a wider range of species, promoting forest and tree planting, and
shifting towards circular production systems.

Opportunities for advancement include continuing policy exchanges, improving data quality and availability,
strengthening linkages between sustainable wood policies and climate initiatives, accelerating awareness
raising and skills development, and building partnerships for targeted local actions.

Panel IV: Grow the Solution: Creating the enabling environment for sustainable wood pathways

The Regional Forest Communicators Networks presented the Grow the Solution initiative endorsed by the
Collaborative Partnership on Forests at the occasion of the 19th Session of the United Nations Forum on
Forests in New York. This initiative seeks to raise public awareness about the significant contributions of
sustainable wood to climate-neutrality and resilience, changing the public perception with a global message
and collaborative communication efforts. Forests can be protected from damage and illegal activity while
simultaneously being utilized sustainably for wood production. Sustainable wood offers a powerful solution
to climate change and environmental challenges, but realizing its full potential requires concerted efforts in
communication, education, and policy-making.

Changing public perceptions remains a critical challenge for policy impact. To address these challenges and
capitalize on the potential of sustainable wood, examples of communication products were presented. The
next steps involve engaging with interested partners, defining a "business model" for implementation,
preparing a comprehensive workplan, and exploring fundraising opportunities. This approach will focus on
collaboration, production, and sharing of communication materials to effectively convey the benefits of
sustainable wood use.

By leveraging the expertise of the Regional Forest Communicators Networks and initiatives like Grow the
Solution, the forestry sector can work towards changing public perceptions, informing consumer choices,
and ultimately contributing to a more sustainable and resilient future.

Panel V: Advancing Sustainable Wood Pathways — A Call for Action

The policy dialogue featured a high-level segment chaired by H.E. Jan Kickert, Ambassador of Austria to Italy,
with representatives from Austria, Uganda, Republic of Cameroon, Republic of Congo, Slovenia, Italy, Peru,
Tarkiye, Japan, and Spain.

Panelists emphasized the wood-based bioeconomy's role in climate change mitigation and the need for
innovation in sustainable wood products. They called for policies, legal frameworks, and technical capacities
to drive transformational change towards carbon-neutral and resilient economies, reaffirming the importance
of international cooperation and existing platforms.

The dialogue culminated in an outcome statement that acknowledges previous commitments and efforts to
promote sustainable wood use. It emphasizes the importance of sustainable forest management,

reforestation, and efficient wood processing, recognizing synergies between sustainable wood value chains




and environmental and social goals.

The statement calls for organizations like FAO and the Collaborative Partnership on Forests to mobilize
resources and scale up innovation in wood-based solutions. It also promotes the recognition of sustainable
wood pathways in global climate discussions and commits to responsible actions to strengthen wood value
chains for carbon-neutral and resilient societies.

Austria, Cameroon, Gabon, Republic of Congo, Slovenia, and Uganda support the outcome statement at the
political level. At the technical level, it is supported by Brazil, Italy, Japan, New Zealand, Peru, Republic of
Korea, Spain, Tanzania, and Tirkiye, as well as by Built by Nature, WoodPoP, FSC, ISFC, IUFRO, PEFC, and
IFSA.

The panel agreed to periodically review progress and exchange lessons learned.

The Outcome Statement is available here. To associate with the Outcome Statement, Countries,
Organizations and Initiatives are kindly invited to fill in this form.
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Other Information

Related publications /websites:

o https://www.fao.org/forestry/our-focus/forest-products/sustainable-wood-for-a-sustainable-
world/en

o https://www.fao.org/forestry/committee-on-forestry/world-forest-week-side-events/wood-for-globe-
-leading-pathways-to-carbon-neutrality-and-resilience/en

o https://www.iufro.org/science/partnership-projects/wood-for-globe/
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