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Item 18 — Calendar of FAO, IFAD and WFP Governing Bodies 2025-2026

Member Name

Comments

Switzerland

(Monday, 17
November 2025 —
17.59)

Switzerland thanks FAO for the presentation of the Calendar of Governing Body meetings for 2025-2026 and appreciates
the effort made to consolidate an increasingly dense schedule.

Considering the overall density of the calendar and the current resources of both the Organization and its Membership,
Switzerland encourages FAO to assess which major events outside the governing body framework could potentially be
held on a biennial basis. Such an approach could help reduce workloads, optimise resources and facilitate meaningful
participation across the Membership.

Furthermore, we wish to note that the back-to-back scheduling of the World Food Forum (WFF) and the Committee on
World Food Security (CFS) presents practical challenges for delegations, as both events target high-level participation.
Sustaining such attendance over two consecutive weeks in Rome can be difficult for many delegations and may limit
engagement. Scheduling the WFF and the CFS further apart could help maximise high-level participation and engagement
across both events.

Australia

(Tuesday, 18
November 2025 —
18.55)

Australia appreciates visibility of the calendar of FAO Governing Bodies for 2026.

We note that a number of dates for Regional Conferences are currently listed as TBC. However, the Regional Conference
for Asia and the Pacific (APRC) is scheduled for 27-30 April without any qualification.

Noting that hosting arrangements for the APRC are not yet finalised, and may have an impact on the dates, we suggest
that APRC should also be listed as “TBC”.

We would also like to request that the duration of the APRC be amended to reflect a full five-day programme (split across
the SOM and the Ministerial component) which is the same amount of time allocated to other regional conferences.
This is essential to ensure equity with other regions and to allow enough time for delegates to thoroughly discuss the
issues at hand and identify priority issues for our region.




