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Preparation of this document

The toolkit was developed based on a comprehensive review of established approaches and tools 

for and their application to the fisheries sector, and an initial draft presented and discussed at the 

Workshop for the Development of a Regional Framework and Toolkit for Vulnerability and Capacity 

Assessment in Coastal and Fishing Communities in the Eastern Caribbean, held in Bridgetown, 

Barbados, July 2-3, 2018. Selected tools were piloted in four fishing communities, Canaries and 

Dennery in Saint Lucia and Barrouallie and Calliaqua in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, to ensure 

they were appropriate to facilitate vulnerability and capacity assessment given the local context and 

needs (FAO 2018a). 

The lead authors for the toolkit were Dr Ainka Granderson, Candice Ramkissoon and Deanna Albert 

from the Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI). Key contributors that supported drafting 

and technical review of the document included Dr Iris Monnereau and Juan Vilata at the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and Dr Shelly Ann Cox and Dr Patrick McConney 

at the Centre for Resource Management and Environmental Studies (CERMES), University of the West 

Indies. 

The development of this toolkit, and the consultation process to enable stakeholder input, was made 

possible by funding from FAO and the Global Environment Facility (GEF) through the Climate Change 

Adaptation in the Eastern Caribbean Fisheries Sector Project (CC4FISH).
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Abstract

The Toolkit for Vulnerability and Capacity Assessments in Caribbean Coastal and Fishing Communities 

supports the design and implementation of assessments of vulnerability and capacity to adapt to 

climate change at the local level. It provides an overview of key concepts, guiding principles and 

a step-by-step guide and examples for effectively implementing such assessments. It is aimed at 

national fisheries authorities and other related government agencies, civil society organizations, 

including fisherfolk organizations, and other technical partners looking for practical tools that can be 

applied at the local level to inform climate change adaptation planning and action.
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