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Before a dust storm 
or wildfire, protect 
your food by keeping 
it covered - preferably 
airtight.

Check food for damage, spoilage or 
contamination.

AVOID CONTAMINATION
Why is it important? Droughts involve long periods without rainfall, during which dust 
storms and wildfires are more common. These often carry spores, microbes and chemical 
pollutants that can contaminate crops, food and water. Livestock deaths also occur more 
frequently during droughts.

6MEASURES
TO KEEP

 FOOD SAFE
DrOUGHT

Even during a drought,
never use cans or cartons 
that are swollen or 
leaking and cracked or 
broken glass containers.

Farmers facing livestock deaths 
should dispose of carcasses safely 
following government guidelines.

Dead animals can contaminate soil, groundwater, and other water sources. Carcasses 
can also spread disease through scavengers, insects and vermin. They need to be 
handled and disposed of safely by professionals in designated areas where they won’t 
cause harm.
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