
Hungary and FAO
Partnering to build global food security

Cooperation between Hungary and FAO dates back nearly 20 years, when the first FAO office opened in Budapest. The 
partnership has continued to grow, with Hungary providing continuing support to the achievement of FAO’s strategic 
objectives. The country is now an active resource partner, supporting FAO technical assistance, particularly in the Region.

CONTACTS

FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia
34 Benczur utca
H-1068 Budapest
Hungary
Tel: +36 1 4612000
Fax: +36 1 3517029
E-mail: FAO-RO-Europe@fao.org

FAO Offices hosted by Hungary
Hungary has hosted FAO’s Regional Office for Europe 
and Central Asia since 2007, and the Organization’s 
Shared Service Centre since 2008, offering the office 
space and covering maintenance costs. Both offices 
have been expanding significantly in recent years, with 
around 200 FAO personnel currently working in the 
Budapest offices.  

The Regional Office coordinates FAO’s work in Europe 
and Central Asia, providing expertise in crops, livestock, 
forestry, fisheries, food safety and nutrition, trade and 
agricultural policy works. As part of the host country 
agreement, Hungary also funds employees and junior 
technical officers who contribute to work in the region. 

The Shared Services Centre provides a centralized 
administrative support system for FAO offices and 
employees worldwide, covering a range of essential 
services, including human resources support; user 
support; finance, vendor and fixed-assets management; 
and travel operations. 

FAO enjoys firm cooperation with different technical 
institutions in Hungary, such as the Research Institute 
for Agricultural Economics, the Research Institute for 
Fisheries, Aquaculture and Irrigation, and the Institute 
of Environment and Earth Sciences. 

©
FA

O
/R

ob
er

to
 F

ai
du

tt
i

Funding assistance in the region
Hungary has provided more than US$2.5 million for 
technical assistance projects in the Region, including the 
following two ongoing interventions. 

 � In Serbia – Assisting in the Development of Capacity 
and Support Services for Organic Agriculture. This 
project aims to improve the skills of producers and the 
delivery of business-oriented support services by:  
i) incorporating organic agriculture in secondary 
education curricula; and ii) developing high-quality 
advisory and business support services to improve the 
viability of organic farming.

 � In the Republic of Moldova – Increasing 
small-scale farmers’ resilience to drought by adopting 
best irrigation practices and modern irrigation 
technologies. A key objective is to develop on-farm 
irrigation technologies suitable for small scale operations, 
especially in drought-prone areas where high-value crops 
are grown. 

Under an earlier project, Hungary provided support to 
the Albanian Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Consumer 
Protection by sharing its experiences in European Union 
pre-accession preparations and consultations in the field 
of agriculture and rural development. 

Another project of regional interest, which is in 
the pipeline, aims to support water and irrigation 
management in Kazakhstan and rural development in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Empowering Smallholders 
and Strengthening Family Farms 

in Europe and Central Asia
Overall goal: Empower smallholders in countries within 
the region to strengthen their livelihoods, thereby reduc-
ing rural poverty.

After the land reforms of the 1990s, transition countries 
of Europe and Central Asia became an area of smallholder 
farmers. Smallholders and family farms are an important 
factor for regional food security. 
However, a large number of them are not economically 
viable and, in most countries, rural people remain the 
most vulnerable section of the population. Smallholders 
can achieve higher levels of productivity and income 
through sustainable intensification of production, better 
organization, adequate services and integration into agri-
food value chains. Getting family farming right is key to 
enhancing food security, achieving sustainable growth in 
rural areas, and making inroads against rural poverty. 
The Regional Initiative follows a multidisciplinary and 
area-based development approach. It comprises of techni-
cal, social, economic and environmental aspects. Inclu-
siveness of women, youth and vulnerable groups is also a 
key principle of the Initiative.  

The Initiative tackles two main focus areas: (i) policy, insti-
tution and governance, and (ii) farms and communities. 
The main expected results include:
• Dissemination of  sustainable agricultural best prac-

tices  
• Strengthened governance to support producers and 

resource managers 
• Enhanced and equitable access by smallholders  to 

productive resources, services, organizations and 
markets

• Development of inclusive and efficient agribusinesses 
and agri-food chains 

The Initiative is linked with regional and global integration 
processes, such as: 
• The European Union’s Eastern Neighbourhood Policy 

Rural Development Initiative (ENPARD). 
• The Post 2015 Millennium Development Goals, (Goal 

1: Fight against Poverty) 
• The United Nations International Year of Family Farm-

ing in 2014. 
• The “Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Gov-

ernance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in 
the Context of National Food Security”

About the Regional Initiative 



Meetings and events
A core element of Hungarian donor activity is the support 
provided to FAO in the organization of official meetings 
with member countries in the region. For example,  the 
Hungarian Government covered participation costs for 
countries attending informal consultations in preparation 
for the 2010, 2012 and 2014 FAO Regional Conferences 
in Hungary. 

Action to facilitate the participation of representatives 
from lower-income countries is an important contribution 
to enhanced dialogue and exchanges of views on 
technical and governing matters among all the countries 
of the Region. It also allows greater involvement in FAO’s 
regional work planning. 

In addition to informal consultations with member 
countries, Hungary hosts technical conferences, such as 
the European Union’s Eastern Partnership Conference 
on animal and plant health related issues (2011) and a 
workshop on promoting the implementation of the Code 
of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries including inland 
fisheries (2009). 

“Perhaps the greatest success of the International 

Year [of Family Farming] is the strong political 

commitment we achieved.”

José Graziano da Silva,
FAO Director-General

Budapest – FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva attends the 
South-South Cooperation  Anniversary, 2013.

Budapest – Opening day at the Global Forum and Expo on 
Family Farming, 2014.
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Global Forum host
In March 2014 Hungary hosted and generously funded 
the Global Forum and Expo on Family Farming. This 
symbolic and high-level event, held during the UN 
International Year of Family Farming coordinated by FAO, 
addressed the key themes of family farming – among 
which the role of family farms in contributing to local 
and global food security.

The successful event was attended by representatives 
of government and of global and regional 
intergovernmental organizations as well as non-state 
family farmer organizations from around the world.

Hungarian-supported scholarship 
programme 
Since 2007, in cooperation with FAO, the Government 
of Hungary has offered a Fellowships Programme for 
Master of Science (MSc) students from lower-income 
countries. The curriculum covers agriculture-related 
subjects such as horticulture, rural development and 
agribusiness, and the scholarship consists of two years 
of study in the agricultural faculty of a university in 
Hungary. To date, the initiative has benefited more than 
130 students from over 15 countries.  

Making a difference 

The initiative will be developed at country and 
regional level in cooperation with different insti-
tutions such as: 
• the European Union
• the Regional Rural Development Standing Working 

Group for South Eastern Europe (SWG) 
• LANDNET, an informal network dealing with land 

tenure issues 

Seven focus countries have been identified:  
Albania, Armenia, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, FYR Macedonia, 
Moldova, and Tajikistan

The Initiative is implementing activities in the 
following areas: 
• Sustainable management of agricultural land and 

water resources 
• Intensification of smallholders’ production in a sus-

tainable manner 
• Strengthening the organizations of small producers 

and family farms 
• Enhancing rural services – such as advisory services 

and micro-loans.

In practice

Specific activities include: 
• Promotion of aquaculture and culture led fisheries in 

Tajikistan and alternative use of water resources in 
Armenia. 

• Farmers Field Schools being developed in Kyrgyzstan to 
promote modern crop management techniques. 

• Support to the rehabilitation of seed production 
systems in Georgia, and organization of expert con-
sultations on diseases, pests and weed monitoring in 
support of Integrated Pest Management practices for 
smallholders

• Strengthening the organizations of small producers 
and family farms - the work will be undertaken both 
at the community level and at policy level, in several 
countries. 

• In Georgia, cooperation with the Ministry of Agricul-
ture on the national Strategy for Agricultural Develop-
ment. FAO will provide assistance on effective policy 
making, preparation of programmes, monitoring and 
implementation processes, and building of national 
capacities. The project also aims to strengthen cooper-
ation among farmers, and build capacities for improv-
ing agricultural extension services.

• Enhancing rural services – such as advisory services 
and micro-loans.

• Ensure exchange of best practices at regional level, 
such as via workshops to discuss regional experiences 
in agri-food chains development

Scope for Doing More 
     and Better

Inequalities in global food markets, coupled with neglect to 
the agricultural sector, have alarmingly contributed to the 
decline of family farming as a means for income generation 
and growth. In addition, society as a whole has tended 
to undervalue the potential of family farming to produce 
quality goods and services, and the contribution it makes 
to economic, environmental and social sustainability. 
With its expertise, FAO can play a critical role in supporting 
family farmers achieve higher levels of productivity and 
income by facilitating better organization, the provision 
of adequate services and integration into agri-food value 
chains. These key interventions will support the sustainable 
intensification of production and reduce rural poverty. 

More information, related news and publications are available at the Initiative’s website: 
http://www.fao.org/europe/regional-perspectives/agri-food-trade/en/  
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