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markets and trade for global food security

T rade in most agricultural commodities is expected to expand, trade rules are becoming more complex
and some countries are using trade instruments in times of food crises to guarantee food supplies for
their own people. Trade policy can have significant implications for food security, nutrition and employment.
Given this, FAO will continue to support its Members in capacity development. This will be aimed at
enhancing market transparency, exports and agricultural and food systems, via better aligned trade and
agricultural policies. FAO also promotes sustainable production and trade by facilitating multi-stakeholder
partnerships in agricultural value chains. It supports the World Banana Forum (WBF), an example of a
successful multi-stakeholder platform.

Trade, food security and sustainable development

‘1 w, ‘ The 2030 Agenda recognizes that trade is key to addressing food security, nutrition and
sustainable agriculture. International agrifood trade can help balance food deficits and
surpluses across countries, improve availability of diverse foods, and contribute to price
stability.

FAQ assists its Members to implement trade agreements and to prepare for trade negotiations
through studies, analyses, training and experience sharing. This assistance supports countries’
effective participation in the multilateral trading system and promotes the benefits of trade
to be shared by all.

FAO supports its Members through evidence-building on emerging issues and provides
technical assistance in response to demands relating to food safety and trade facilitation,
trade digitalization, and innovation, among others.

Public-private partnerships for sustainable trade involve collaboration between governmental
entities, private sector companies, and civil society organizations to promote responsible
business practices in agricultural trade. They address challenges like food security, rural
poverty, environmental and social sustainability, and economic development by fostering
innovation, knowledge exchange and multi-stakeholder collaboration. One example of such
collaboration is the World Banana Forum, which serves as a nexus connecting stakeholders
acress the global banana value-chain.




E-learning series: Trade, Food Security and Nutrition on Agriculture (AoA) and Regional Trade Agreements
This series addresses the linkages between trade and food  (RTASs). It aims to support policymakers in developing and

security, which are highly complex and have been subjectto  implementing effective agricultural development and food
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E-learning series: Agriculture in International Trade

Agreements

The "Agriculture in International Trade Agreements” Available in: English, French and Spanish
e-learning series explores the treatment of agriculture
in the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement
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FAO Trade Expert Networks - Media Kit

FAO supports regional trade expert networks that serve as neutral, independent platforms
for exchanging knowledge and experience on agrifood trade issues. These networks bring
together government trade officials, academic researchers, and industry professionals—
specialists who conduct policy-relevant analysis, deliver training programs, and advise
governments and the private sector on agrifood trade and trade policy.

Currently, four networks operate in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia,
sub-Saharan Africa, the Near East and North Africa, and Latin America and the Caribbean.
This media kit introduces each network, highlights recent work, and provides ways to
connect.

Trade and Sustainable Agrifood Systems

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognizes international trade as an engine
for inclusive economic growth, poverty reduction, and a means to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals. Global markets improve efficiency in agriculture and offer consumers
a wider choice of food at affordable prices but can also result in negative environmental or
health outcomes.

Trade policies in food and agriculture can be formulated to address trade-offs between
economic, environmental, social, and health objectives and promote food security and
sustainable development. Producing for export can result in more pollution, deforestation,
and greenhouse gas emissions, while environment-related provisions in regional trade
agreements attempt to tackle trade’s negative environmental outcomes.

The relationship between trade and nutrition is complex, with heterogeneous effects across
countries. Further analysis is needed to determine how trade policies can improve nutrition.

Good practices for sustainable banana production

e The online portal of the World Banana Forum shares and encourages the adoption of
good practices. It constitutes a learning platform to build local capacity and is open to
all, including small producers.

Available in: English, French and Spanish

¢ The World Banana Forum has produced two manuals —for trainers and for workers — that
help to improve the safety and health of workers on banana farms.

e The World Banana Forum has developed a tool to help producers and traders
measure their carbon and water footprints. Learn more: Carbon and Water Footprint

CWE) Initiative
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FAQ studies, aimed at broadening understanding of the issues,
especially in the context of WTO negotiations on agriculture.
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