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FAO offices: a worldwide network

approx. 140 national offices

5 regional offices 13 sub-regional offices

5 liaison offices



1
Access to 

information 

2
Developing 
Capacities

3
Providing 

Policy 
Support

4
Providing a 

meeting place 
for nations

5
Sharing 

know-how, 
skills and 
expertise 

How do we get the job done? 





Brainstorming

What are in your view key 
characteristics of mountain ecosystems 

which make them distinct  from 
lowland ecosystems? 





1.1 billion people 
= 15% of global 

population 

90% in rural 
areas 

(1 in 2 vulnerable 
to food 

insecurity)

Key facts: mountain population



Key facts: water

60-80% of 
freshwater







Global importance of mountain ecosystems!  





Mountain water (I)

60-80% of 
freshwater 
originate in 

mountain areas



Mountain water (II)



Rhine

Rhone

Danube

Po

Mountain water (III)







What is a watershed?

A watershed is a 
geographical are drained by 

a water course. 

The concept applies to units 
ranging from a farm crossed 

by a creek (a micro-
watershed) to large river or 

lake basins.



Reading a watershed landscape







1. Treating symptoms & treating underlying 
causes



2. Holistic planning and implementation



3. Participatory approach 



4. Gender balance in decision making



National level
MAE

SENAGUA
MAGAP
INAMI

Provincial level
GADPCH

MAE
ESPOCH

Other agencies

Local level
Municipalities

WM Committees
Local institutions

Promotors

5. Institutional mechanisms
































































































































































