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Presentation Outline

* Policy recommendations from Committee on World

Food Security (CFS) and implications for the Global
Statistical Community:

* Adoption of a new Food Security and Nutrition statistical data
domain under UN Statistical Commission

- | DATA COLLECTION AND
. | ANALYSIS TOOLS FOR
SECURITY AND NUTRITION

* Creation of a UN Expert Group on FSN data and statistics
* Establishment of a guidance note on FSN data and statistics

* Suggested actions from AFCAS

CFS




Background - CFS Policy recommendations

 Mandated by the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)

* Result of a three-year process launched in 2020

 Adopted in October 2023

* Addressed to governments, international organizations, international
financial and FSN research institutions, private sector associates,
philanthropies, rural development experts, universities and academic
institutions, and civil society organizations

DATA COLLECTION AND

| ANALYSIS TOOLS FOR FOOD
SECURITY AND NUTRITION

CFS

* Voluntary and non-bidding, but represents an unprecedent opportunity
to raise of profile of FSN data and addressing the challenges related with
the production and use of FSN to improve decision-making




The CFS recommendations are divided in five areas

addressing different challenges:

1. CREATE GREATER
AWARENESS AND DEMAND

FOR BETTER USE OF FSN DATA
IN DECISION-MAKING

e Establish multisectoral and
multistakeholder FSN
mechanisms (1a)

* Promote dialogues and
cooperation (1b)

* Promote the regular
production and
dissemination of evidence-
based FSN knowledge
products (1e)

* Develop guidelines on
data-informed policy
evaluation (1g)

e Use existing data (1c/i/j)
and promote
interoperability (1j)

2. INCREASE AND OPTIMIZE
INVESTMENT IN THE
COLLECTION, ANALYSIS AND
ENHANCEMENT OF FSN DATA

¢ Increase, sustain and
coordinate investment on
FSN data (2a/f/g)

e Build on existing FSN data
funding initiatives (2h)

e Elaborate national plans to
define priorities,
integrated in the NSDS (2b)

e Qutline a minimum set of
core FSN data to help
countries identify priorities
when collecting FSN data
(2d)

e |[dentify data gaps and
needs and accelerate
innovation (2e)

3. DEVELOP CAPACITIES,
INFRASTRUCTURE AND
TECHNOLOGIES

e Invest in building the
capacities of statisticians,
data experts and social
scientists (3a)

e Modernize infrastructures
(3b/c)

e Expand training
opportunities (3d/e/f)

¢ Invest in innovation and
cost-saving approaches
(3g/i)

* Prioritize capacity
development for greater
impact (3h)

* Reduce language barriers
(3k)

For more information: https://www.fao.org/3/nn152en/nn152en.pdf

4. COLLABORATION ON

HARMONIZATION AND SHARING
OF FSN DATA

* Promote harmonization,
coherence and interoperability
of FSN data and platforms (4a)

e Consider FSN statistics as a
domain in the UNSC (4b)

» Treat FSN data as open as
possible but as closed as
necessary to serve the public
good (4d)

® Promote the use and
integration of FSN data from
various sources (4e)

¢ Increase collaboration on data
access/sharing (4f)

* Promote compliance with
open-access and fair use
principles (4h)

5. STRENGTHEN FSN DATA

GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORKS

¢ |[nclude FSN data within a
broader national data
governance (5a)

e Discuss the development
of FSN data principles (5c)

* Non-state actors are
encouraged to share FSN
data and analytics for the
public good (5d)


https://www.fao.org/3/nn152en/nn152en.pdf

CFS Policy recommendations - Activities under the
aegis of the UN Statistical Commission

1) Creation of a new data domain on food security and nutrition statistics under the
aegis of the UN Statistical Commission

v Forum for discussions on concepts and methodologies for measuring food security and nutrition
and the underlying data sources.

v Forum to standardize methodologies and harmonize available data
v Forum to promote the production and use of food security and nutrition statistics

v Regular reports on the state and progress to the UNSC

=» The UN Statistical Commission:

Decision 55/110(e) - Approved the inclusion of a new agenda item on food security and nutrition statistics under
the aegis of the Commission, invited FAO, WHO and UNICEF to report on progress made on this item every two
years, and recommended that the United Nations Committee of Experts on International Statistical
Classifications consider food security and nutrition as a stand-alone statistical data domain in the
classification of statistical activities and report back to the Commission




CFS Policy recommendations - Activities under the
aegis of the UN Statistical Commission

1) Creation of a new data domain on food security and nutrition statistics
under the aegis of the UN Statistical Commission

v'Support to the UN Committee of Experts on International Statistical Classifications in
revising the Classification on statistical activities

Food Security | Covers statistical activities on the state and changes of food security, diets, and Excludes: ¢ Agriculture, forestry
and Nutrition nutrition at the individual-, household-, community and population-levels. It includes and fishing (20301)

the different elements of food security and nutrition statistics such as data on food and
nutrient availability, physical and economic access to food, diets, and nutritional status.

Food Covers statistical activities related to food availability and access. Includes statistics such as Excludes: ® Agriculture, forestry and
availabilityand food and nutrient availability, physical and economic access to food and healthy diets, and fishing (20301)
access the socio-cultural determinants of food access. e Diets and Nutrition (5112)
Diets and Covers statistical activities related to diets, nutrient intakes, and nutrition outcomes. Excludes: ® Agriculture, forestry and
nutrition Includes statistics such as food and nutrient intakes, dietary energy balance, nutrient fishing (20301)

adequacy, dietary diversity and nutritional status. * Food availability and access (5111)

v’ Inaugural report of FAO, UNICEF and WHO to the 56t Statistical Commission



CFS Policy recommendations - Activities under the
aegis of the UN Statistical Commission

2) Establishment of a dedicated UN Expert group on food security and nutrition
data and statistics (UN EG-FSN), with the overall objective to:

v' Advance methodologies on collecting, compiling and using data and statistics relevant to food
security and nutrition;

v Implement activities that address data gaps and national needs for capacity development; and

v'Enhance the coordination of international and regional initiatives among countries and within
countries

=» The UN Statistical Commission:
Decision 56/116 (b) - Supported the establishment of a dedicated expert group on food security
and nutrition data and statistics under the umbrella of the Statistical Commission, and its
terms of reference, and noted countries’ interest in joining the expert group




CFS Policy recommendations - Activities under the
aegis of the UN Statistical Commission

2) Establishment of a dedicated UN Expert group on food security and nutrition data and
statistics

v'Inaugural meeting on July 3 2025

v'Comprised of 34 members (17 NSAs, 11 Academia/Researchers and 6 Regional/International
Organizations), including South Africa, Malawi, Kenya and UNECA

v'Co chaired by MOSPI (India) and second co-chair (under nomination)
v'Secretariat ensured by FAO, UNICEF and WHO on rational basis

v'Proposed programme of work 2026-28
v Support the development, review and endorsement of a guidance note on FSN data and statistics

v’ Develop Guidance for the collection and analysis of quantitative individual level food intake data with a
view to reporting the MSCI, including for the Development, Adaptation, Use, Validation and
Implementation of Digital (on/offline) 24-Hour Dietary Intake Tools in National Surveys

v’ Validation of International Guidelines and User Manual on Cost and Affordability of a Healthy Diet
v Develop Guidelines for the Implementation of the FIES in different country contexts
v' Ad-hoc meetings to discuss emerging FSN initiatives or challenges




CFS Policy recommendations - Activities under the
aegis of the UN Statistical Commission

3) Development of a Guidance note on FSN data and statistics with the
objective to:
v’ establish an agreed definition of food security and nutrition data;

v'identify a minimum set of core indicators (MSCI), necessary to inform the state of food
security and nutrition at national, regional, and global levels, with reference to
recommended methodologies and data sources;

v’ provide some recommendations to strengthen national FSN data systems and facilitate
the collection, analysis and use of FSN data and the MSCI at national level

=» The UN Statistical Commission (Decision 56/116):

Decision 56/116 (d) - Noted the progress made on the development of a guidance note,
encouraged members to participate in its consultation process.



CFS Policy recommendations - Activities under the
aegis of the UN Statistical Commission

3) Development of a Guidance note on FSN data and statistics - Outline
v |. BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES
v' 1l. MINIMUM SET OF CORE INDICATORS TO MONITOR THE STATE OF FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION
v' lll. MAIN TYPE OF DATA SOURCES FOR FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION INDICATORS

v" IV. IMPROVING NATIONAL DATA SYSTEMS FOR FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION

v Annexes




3) Development of a Guidance note on FSN data and statistics
Next steps: activities and Timelines

Activities Timelines
Discussions with an ad-hoc expert groups on an annotated outlines and initial MSCI August 2024
Presentation of an annotated outline at the 56 session of the UN Statistical Commission March 2025

Development of a draft document

August 2024 - May 2025

Peer Review of the draft document by the UN EG-FSN

July - August 2025

Integration of comments/inputs, subsequent peer reviews by the UN EG-FSN and soft editing/layout

September 2025 - End of
January 2026

Global open consultation with the UNSC Members

Mid-February until Mid-
April 2026

Integration of global consultation comments and feedback

By Mid-May 2026

Final endorsement of the document by the UN EG-FSN June 2026
Secretariat to submit the Guidance note as background paper to the UN Statistical Commission for By January 15t 2027
endorsement

UNSC discusses and endorses the Guidance Note March 2027




Suggested actions

The Commission is invited to:

» Take note of CFS policy recommendations on strengthening collection of FSN data and related tools,
and encourage FAO and AFCAS members to support their promotion and implementation at national
and global level.

» Take note of the creation of a new statistical domain for FSN data under the aegis of the UN Statistical
Commission, and the work of FAO in support the UN Committee of Experts on International Statistical
Classifications on revising the Classification on statistical activities;

» Take note of the creation of an UN Expert Group on Food security and Nutrition data and statistics,
and encourage AFCAS members interested in contributing to the implementation of its programme of
work 2026-28 to communicate with FAO Chief Statistician (chief-statistican@fao.org).

» Take note of the progress made on the development of a guidance note on FSN data and statistics,
and encourage AFCAS members to participate in its global consultation process.
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