El Salvador — IV Censo Agropecuario 2007/2008 - Explanatory Notes

Historical outline
Previous censuses were undertaken in 1950, 1961 and 1971.
Legal basis and organization

The Decree-Law N1 1784 of October 1970 organized the National Statistical Service (SEN) and created the
General Direction of Statistics and Censuses (DIGESTYC) as a organism inside the Ministry of Economy
(MINEC). The Art 4™ establishes that the Census of Agriculture is one of the research fields of the SEN and
Art. 8" b) assigned the DIGESTYC the functions of planning, undertaking and dissemination of the
Population and Housing Census, the Agricultural Census, the Census of Industries and Commerce and any
other claimed by country’s needs. On the other hand, the Decree No. 134 of October 14™ 1946 organized the
Ministry of Agriculture (MAG). It is responsible for sector policies and inside its structure the Agricultural
Economics Direction (DGEA) must produce sector statistics and analysis. As a consequence of those legal
bases and in the framework of a general updating of national statistics that included the undertaking of the VI
Population and Housing Census, the VII Economic Census, the National Survey on Households Income and
Expenditures and updating of digital cartography, the Government approved the Programme for strengthening
the SEN and in it, the undertaking of the IV Census of Agriculture. The Government of Japan and the
Interamerican Development Bank (IDB) contributed to the funding of the agricultural census. The census was
coordinated with MAG that provided field personnel and supervision. It involved 448 enumerators and 100
field supervisors.

Enumeration period

The field work developed between October 2007 and March 2008.

Reference period/date

Data on production refer to the agricultural year March 2006 - April 2007.

Inventory of storage, livestock, stock of machinery and buildings: October 1, 2007

Coffee: October 2006-Sept, 2007

Greenhouses, animal production, agricultural practices and agricultural inputs and credit: Calendar year 2006
Backyard production: day of interview.

Definition of the statistical unit:

Agricultural holding is the unit of production in which it develops the agricultural, livestock and aquaculture
activities. Can be conformed by land or not, also be formed by one or more parcels in the same municipality
or administered by a person or group of persons, civil or juridical.

Holdings were classified in:
- Operated by a Natural person
(Type of management: individual)
- Operated by a Juridical person
(Type of management: Cooperative, Enterprise or corporation, Government, Other)
Geographical coverage
The census covered all the territory of El Salvador.
Statistical coverage

All holdings with lands in rural areas were enumerated. Subsistence holdings and holdings only with backyard
production were sampled. The landless holdings producing animals or animal products such as piggeries,
poultry houses, cow houses, beehives, etc.) were also covered by the census regardless they were in rural or
urban zones.

Data items coverage

All items from the WCA 2010 core module plus aquaculture, agricultural practices, manpower, livestock and
food security.



Frame

A directory of all large holders and agricultural enterprises was elaborated, from administrative registers, in a
pre-census phase.. A second list was constructed with agricultural holders living in urban areas according
with the census of population (The census of population had a specific question about agricultural activities in
the household). Complementarily the list of sectors of the population census constituted the area component
of the frame. As a result, 22 509 agricultural households in 2069 urban segments (population census) were
listed.

Methodology
The census combined complete enumeration and sampling.

Rural areas (6 218 segments) were canvassed and all lands covered. Inside the segments, all commercial
holdings were enumerated and subsistence holdings and holdings only with backyard production were
sampled at a rate of 20% (systematic). In the latter two categories, holders to be interviewed were selected
during the field work by applying a filter form to all households in rural areas.

Given the small proportion of holders living in urban areas (estimated in less than 2.5%) the 6 208 urban
segments from the recent census of population were classified in two groups: 4 139 segments (66.7%) with
no agricultural holder living in them and 2 069 with some holder covering 22 509 agricultural households in
urban areas. Four strata were defined: 1) Urban segments with 1 to 5 holders (1 059 segments); 2) Urban
segments with more than five and less than 40 holders (903 segments); 3) Urban segments with more than
40 holders (107 segments) and 4) Urban segments with no holders (4 139 segments). Sampling rates of 20%,
30%, 100% and 8.5% respectively were applied. In the second stage, selected segments were canvassed
and the filter form applied to every household in the segment. All households with commercial agriculture (in
urban areas) were enumerated and households with subsistence agriculture or backyard production (in urban
areas) were systematically subsampled at a rate of 20%.

Post census technigues to check census guality

A Post Enumeration Survey (PES) was developed to assess census quality. A systematic sample of 5% of
census segments was taken. All segments in the sample were completely re-enumerated by means of a
specific form. It has been informed that the rate of under-coverage was 10.9%. Some post-census
adjustments were also applied.

The confrontation of census data with external data (e.g. the estimates from MAG) showed large differences
for several parameters. A special commission to conciliate figures was formed in April 2009 and only partial
results were delivered until such conciliation take place.

Data Dissemination and Use

Final results were delivered in December 2009 in hard copy and CDROMs. All information included the
methodological report in the web.

Special features

Coverage of urban areas and subsistence holdings and backyard production by sampling.

Data source

"Informe técnico-Metodoldgico”" May 2009 from website. Summary and final report, December 2009.
Mailing address / Census contact Points

Lic Samuel Hernandez, Sub Director General. Email: samuel.hernandez@digestic.gob.sv. Tel: 2590-2100
website: www.digestyc.gob.sv



