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Context

As recognition increases of the potential of bioeconomy approaches to achieve multiple positive
outcomes, international initiatives and processes have sought to share lessons learned and to
scale up good practices. Examples include the G20 Initiative for Bioeconomy, the inclusion of
bioeconomy as a core theme at the 30th Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), and the elevation by FAO of bioeconomy to
the status of Programme Priority Area.

More than 60 countries have bioeconomy- or bioscience-related strategies. Of these, 27 countries
or regions have dedicated cross-sectoral bioeconomy strategies, and another 14 countries are
developing such strategies. According to an ongoing analysis by FAQ, at least nine countries
recognize the role of forests in their bioeconomy strategies.

With support from the governments of Austria and Finland, FAO is delivering a global webinar series
on forest-based bioeconomy approaches in 2025 as part of a “country-led initiative” (COLI). The year-
long webinar series has been exploring a wide range of topics essential for a fully functioning forest-
based bioeconomy. In particular, the series has highlighted the importance of cooperation for the
successful and inclusive development of a forest-based bioeconomy.

Responding to the need for effective global cooperation and as part of the COLI, Austria announced
that it will host the Global Summit on Advancing Sustainable Forest-based Bioeconomy
Approaches in February 2026 in Vienna, Austria. The summit will provide an opportunity for
international organizations, countries and stakeholder groups to share lessons learned and chart a
path forward that increases the potential for forest-based bioeconomy approaches to drive
economic progress while ensuring environmental integrity, economic viability and social
inclusiveness. The outcomes of the summit will be presented at the 21st session of the United
Nations Forum on Forests and the 28th session of the FAO Committee on Forestry.


https://www.fao.org/forestry/our-focus/forest-products/sustainable-forest-based-bioeconomy-approaches/en
https://www.fao.org/forestry/our-focus/forest-products/sustainable-forest-based-bioeconomy-approaches/en

Webinar objectives

“Bioeconomy Cooperation: Next Steps for Upscaling Forest-Based Bioeconomy Approaches” is the sixth

and concluding webinar of the Global Webinar Series. It will:

e share up-to-date perspectives on the future of forest-based bioeconomy approaches, with a
focus on where enhanced collaboration can address knowledge gaps;

e provide the latest bioeconomy-related insights, including opportunities and challenges related
to cooperation, arising from UNFCCC COP 30, the G20 and FAO;

e offer perspectives from a range of forest-sector stakeholders and geographic backgrounds on
the needs and opportunities for global cooperation to ensure that forest-based bioeconomy
approaches are sustainable and upscaled; and

e present a wrap-up of the Global Webinar Series and an outlook on the upcoming Global
Summit on Advancing Sustainable Forest-based Bioeconomy Approaches.

Who should attend

The 2025 Global Webinar Series is designed to engage and empower a diverse audience committed
to knowledge-sharing and advancing sustainable forest-based bioeconomy approaches. This final
webinar in the series will bring together a wide range of stakeholders who wish to learn from leaders
from across the forest-based bioeconomy, including policymakers and government officials
seeking actionable insights into the development of effective policies and strategies; private-sector
entities and entrepreneurs exploring innovative business opportunities; scientists and researchers
focusing on cutting-edge bioeconomy studies; civil-society organizations and non-governmental
organizations advocating for inclusive solutions; local communities, women’s groups and
Indigenous Peoples seeking to benefit from equitable development; students and young
professionals eager to pursue careers in sustainability; and international organizations seeking
impactful global collaboration.

Further reading
G20 reaches consensus and establishes high-level principles on bioeconomy

G20 Initiative for Bioeconomy final meeting | Sustainable bioeconomy for agrifood systems
transformation | Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Launch of online survey towards the development of a multistakeholder global partnership on

bioeconomy for sustainable food and agriculture



https://www.gov.br/g20/en/news/g20-reaches-consensus-and-establishes-high-level-principles-on-bioeconomy
https://www.fao.org/in-action/sustainable-and-circular-bioeconomy/resources/news/details/en/c/1743149/
https://www.fao.org/in-action/sustainable-and-circular-bioeconomy/resources/news/details/en/c/1743149/
https://www.fao.org/in-action/sustainable-and-circular-bioeconomy/slides/detail/en/c/1734579/
https://www.fao.org/in-action/sustainable-and-circular-bioeconomy/slides/detail/en/c/1734579/

Provisional agenda

Moderator: Lyndall Bull, Value-added Innovation Coordinator, FAO Forestry Division

Item

Speaker

Welcome and poll (5 min)

Moderator

Opening remarks (10 min)

Webinar co-chairs:

Carina Pimenta, National Bioeconomy Secretary, Ministry of
Environment and Climate Change, Brazil

Silvija Aile, Deputy Head of Unit, Agriculture, Forests and Soil,
Directorate-General Environment, European Commission

Keynote — The future of forest-
based bioeconomy (15 min)

Prof Daniela Kleinschmit, President, International Union of Forest
Research Organizations, and Professor, University of Freiburg

Poll (5 min)

Moderator

Bioeconomy cooperation on
the move - emerging trends
and updates (15 min)

Ben Durham, Chief Director, Bio-innovation at the Department of
Science and Innovation, South Africa

Lev Neretin, Environment Team Lead, Office of Climate Change,
Biodiversity and Environment, FAO

Stakeholder discussion
(45 min)

Boosting forest-based
bioeconomy approaches
through cooperation and
partnerships

Yvonne Lokko, Head - Agro-Innovation & Bioeconomy Unit, United
Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)

Silvia Melegari, Secretary General, European Confederation of
Woodworking Industries, and Vice Chair, Advisory Committee on
Sustainable Forest-based Industries

Nicolas Domke Venegas, Bioeconomy Youth Champions, International
Advisory Council on Global Bioeconomy, Chile

Faizal Hamid, Vice President, Bio-based Accelerator, Industry
Development Division, Bioeconomy Corporation, Malaysia

Gregory Smith, CFA, Director, Economic Analysis Division, Canadian Forest
Service, Natural Resources Canada, Government of Canada

Cécile Ndjebet, Wangari Maathai Forest Champions Award

Poll (5 min)

Moderator

Wrap-up and close (15 min)

Sven Walter, Senior Forestry Officer, FAO

Georg Rappold, Director, Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry,
Climate and Environmental Protection, Regions and Water Management,
Austria

Tiina Rytila, Senior Ministerial Advisor, Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry, Finland
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