
The West Bank and Gaza Strip is under constant threat from transboundary 
animal diseases (TADs) and zoonoses (diseases transmitted to humans through 
direct or indirect contact with animals), which also threaten food security and 
food safety for consumers. These problems are compounded by the low 
capacity of the veterinary services to conduct an epidemiological risk analysis, 
disease surveillance and early detection; or to develop appropriate prevention 
and control strategies and interventions. Against this background, the project 
supported the improvement of detection and response to animal health 
threats, including zoonotic and food-borne diseases. This project directly 
contributed to the animal health component of a larger Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary (SPS) programme implemented by FAO and funded by three 
other donors, namely the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
(SDC), the Government of the Netherlands, and the Italian Agency for 
Development Cooperation (AICS).

KEY FACTS

Contribution
USD 381 876

Duration
September 2015 – December 2018

Resource Partner
Spanish Agency for International 
Development Cooperation (AECID)

Partner
Ministry of Agriculture (MoA)

Beneficiaries
Palestine Ministry of Agriculture; 
small-scale herders; and all 
consumers in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip who indirectly benefited 
from the project by obtaining 
veterinary and animal health 
services and high-quality and 
safe food

ENHANCING ANIMAL HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY 
IN WEST BANK AND GAZA STRIP

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?
Training and coaching sessions were provided to field and laboratory 
veterinarians of the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), enabling them to 
independently carry out epidemiological risk analysis and disease surveillance 
and control, and to develop prevention and control planning and strategies. 
This included five high-impact livestock disease control strategies and a 
ruminant vaccination strategy; and the provision of laboratory diagnostic 
materials and tools, and one customized vehicle (with cooling box). A Good 
Emergency Management Practice (GEMP) workshop and training session was 
held on the West Bank and Gaza Strip, to enhance preparedness planning and 
raise awareness on the emergency management principles required to 
effectively manage disease threats. It was the first worldwide GEMP workshop 
to be successfully conducted on diseases emergency management, and 
involved both animal health and plant health officers. An Animal Health Law 
was formulated with the support of the project, which will be submitted to  
the Ministerial Cabinet for endorsement. The World Organisation for Animal 
Health (OIE) carried out a Performance Evaluation of the Palestinian 
Veterinary Services (PVS), and produced a follow-up report. This important 
strategical document mapped the short and longer-term needs of the PVS, and 
served as a National Animal Health Strategy for the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
The project contributed to the establishment of a solid and functioning SPS 
system, and improved related capacities through effective and evidence-based 
tools that will facilitate smoother and more stable trade with other 
international markets, as well as between the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

IMPACT
The project contributed to improving detection and response to animal health 
threats, including zoonotic and food-borne diseases. This will help to enhance 
economic growth and public health in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.             
The project activities also contributed to food safety and quality, as a key step 
to safeguarding the health and well-being of people living in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip.
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Contact
FAO Office in West Bank and Gaza Strip
FAO-GZ@fao.org
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Project Code
FAO: GCP/GAZ/012/SPA
Donor: 2015/SPE/0000400050

Project Title
Capacity-building programme in support of the Palestinian 
National Authority – Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) measures

ACTIVITIES
 Training session on risk analysis and epidemiology coaching provided 

for 14 veterinarians.

 Training session on veterinary epidemiology provided for 
two veterinarians at Ghent University.

 Diagnostic kits and one vehicle with cooling units procured and 
delivered to PVS, to enhance capacities to conduct disease surveillance 
and implement active surveillance and inspection respectively.

 Support provided to Veterinary Services to tackle outbreak of 
foot-and-mouth disease in Gaza Strip in January 2017, through 
several missions organized in disease recognition and surveillance.

 Five priority diseases requiring control plans (Peste des Petits
Ruminants, Lumpy Skin Disease, Bluetongue, Scrapie and Salmonella 
in poultry) identified by technical staff of MoA. 

 Five drafted disease-control strategies and vaccination strategies 
prepared, discussed and finalized during six international missions. 
These received final clearance, and were translated into Arabic 
and shared with MoA.

 Animal Health law drafted with peer revision from OIE.

 Participation of PVS in the annual OIE meetings supported.

 Implementation of the Performance of Veterinary Services assessment 
done by OIE (PVS/OIE) supported.

 Joint Palestinian-Israeli GEMP workshop and training session held 
in  July 2017, to discuss preparation of animal disease preparedness 
and response plans, share field experiences and conduct simulation 
exercises. 

 Second GEMP workshop organized on Gaza Strip in July 2018, attended 
by over 17 technical officers from the Agriculture Department, 
Veterinary and Quarantine Services, the Pesticides Laboratory 
and the National Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory.
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