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INTRODUCTIOCN

" The Sixth Scssion of the Commission was held in Rome on 7 = 9 April

1959, Dr. B.R. Sen, Dircctor-General, Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Hations, welcomed the delegations and obscrvers. He

referred tc the reasons for the cstablishment of the Commission in June
1954 and dhe work carricd out during the past five years, which has lod
to the position that "much wmorc is known today avtout many aspects of the
discase as it affects Burope than at any time in the pasit'. The Director—
General also cxopressed ploasure in the closce collaboration betwceen the
Commisgion and the Office Intcrnational dos Bpi sotics, He asked that s
spcecial effort be mado bofore the noext Session of the Commission to oxtend
the membership and stated that FAC will continuc to give the Commission all
rossible oupporu. The Dirccoor-Uoncral sald that he ©felt sure that wise
decisions would ©¢ made at this Scssion and that "it would indecd bc a hapdy
day for Furopc, and an cxamplc to other parts of the world, whon it would
be possible to say that all the countriecs in Burops were free from foot-and-
mouth diseasc and tho arrangements were such that the risk of rccurronce
was ver small',

Dr. J.H. van den Born, Chairmorn of the Commission, thanked the Dircetor—
General for his presence and for his irnswiring specche. He also welcomed the
delegations and obscrvers and strosscd the importance of the fuiurc activitics
of the Commission.

Adoption of the Agenda

The Commission adopted the Ageada which had boon circulatoed,

Eleection of Officors

On the motion of <ho dol\vation of Mugoslavia, scconded by the delo-
gation of Portuzal, Dr. J.il. van den Born was clectcd Chairman until the next
Scession of the Commission. On the motlon of .the delegation of Portugal,
gceconded by the delegation of the Horway, Mr. J.¥. Ritchic and Dr. S.
Hihajlovié werc clccted Vice~Chairmon. -~ To £ill the three vacancics on the
Exceutive Committce, on the motion of-the delegation of the Netherlands,
seconded by the delegation of Denmark, Prof. I. Altara, Dr. Franga ¢ Silva
and Dr. . Bascavusoglu worce clcected: membors.
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United Kingdom dr. John N. Ritchie
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Hook Risz, Tclworth
Surbiton, Surrcy
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Seerctary, Federal Voterinary Service
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SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS

Five Years! Survey

s e 0 000

Annual Report of the Bxocutive Committoe to the Commission

L A I I A A

In discussing this report it was stated that somo eerregpondence had
taken place between OIE and the Chairman of the Commission and that arrange—
ments had now boen mede that, in the near futurce, a meeting betwcen repre-—
sentatives of the Commission and OIE would take place when first dotails
would be worked out for holding a joint mecoting of the technical bodics of
the two organizations and the preparation of un agenda .
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Foot—and-lieuth Discase Situation in Burope

Since tho Fifth Scssion of the Coummnlusicn, the fcot-and-mout: discase
position in Lurope has, on the - holc, continucd to improve, Table I (sec
p. 2) shows the number of outbreaks cach montl during 1958 in ths 25 coun-
trics for which c¢fficial informetion is available, In only seven of the
countrics (Portugal, Spain, rfrance, Belgium, Goraan Federal Renublic, Italy
and Turkey) has there been a relatively high incidcnce, althouzh in most,
therc was a stecady decrcasce csoccially in thoe later moaths of the year. In
nine countries (Hetkerlands, Switzerland, Grecce, Ozochoslovakia, Rumania,
Bulgaria, United ¥ingdom, Finland and Denmark) the nucker of outbroaks was
comparatively low, In the romaining rinc countries (Luxembourg, Austria,
Yugoslavia, Poland, Hungary, Ircland, Icciand, Norway and Swodons, no out-
breaks werc recorded, No official information has beca availablc from the
German Democratic Republic, Sowiet Russia and Albania. Systematic-vaccina—-
tion has bcen practiscd in the German Democratic Republic since 1951, resulting
in almost complcte control of the discasc. Fo further information has becn
availlable from Sovict Russia since last ycar when it was rcpoxrtod that the
disease was prcsent in some of the Central Asian Republics and in the -Cauncasian
arca. There is reason to believe that Europecan Russia was practically frec
from foot-and-icuth discase. No reports of invasion of thc infection to
neighbouring countrics from Albania havc becen rccorded and from this cvidence
presumably, foot-and-mouth diseasc is not present in Albania or tho discase,
if prcsent, is being satisfactorily controllced.

In Portugal an cpizootic which startcd in MMay 1958 is still prescnt but
has continued to abate since a peak occurrcd in October with some 1100 outw
breaks. Up to the middle of February 1959, 3,906 farms in 17 of Pertugal's
18 districts werc infcctod, but at that timc the disease was present in only
54 farms. Some 22,000 gusceptiblc animals were cxposed to the diseasc and
14,000 became infccted. The mortality -was 1.15 percent. The infecting
virus was shovn tc be typc A.

Some 90,000 cattle (about 10 porcent of the total cattlc ponulation) were
vaccinated, the cost being borne by the Governmont of Portugal and imported
vaccinc being used. It is planned to sect up a nocw Government laboratory in
-ortugal for the production of foot-and-mouth diicesc vaccinc.

The situation in Spain kas iimsroved te n considerable cxtent. In'1958,
¢he disgcasce continucd to be proescnt. Outbrcaks, hovcever, arc still occurring
sporadically in ccrtain arcas. Ti1 Gzlicia all cattle are rcgulcrly vaccinated-

Ry

this has also rcsulted in 2 markoed improvement in the position in Portugal.

In Francc, thc situation has imoroved to o considcecrable cxztent in 1958.
The total numbcr of outbreaks in 1958 was 14,207 as comparcd with 99,424 in

1957s in 1958 thc discasc occurrcd in only onc in cvery 144 farms os compared
with onc in cvery 40 farms in 1957, In 1958, whilc the outbreaks worc some-—

what irrcgular throughout the country, thcy consisted mainly in two groups
concentrated in 20 dopartments, thoe Cantal gzroup in thc southcern part of
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Luxem— wether- Switzer-~ Italy
Portugal Spain France Belgium bourg Lands Germany land
. T
Jan. 0 - 2498 28 1 0 6 219 1 642
Feb. 0 - 1765 52 . ‘. 241 3 1, Co7
March 0 311 1101 90 0 1 210 1 649
April 0 115 708 176 0 o 223 2 622
May 1 &1 545 115 0 1 P24 9 627
June 15 180 468 68 0 0 89 18 523
July 305 371 £15 31 o) 0 22 1 346
Aug. 763 336 1161 9 ; 0 0 16 1 136
Sept.| 911 218 1561 7 j 0 0] 15 C 138
Oct. {1161 173 1404 6 0 O 62 C 166
Nov. 554 202 1215 10 0 0 29 9 385
Dec. 200 - 1141 2 0 0 15 8 1,072
Austria Yugo~ Greece Poland Jzecho=- Hungary  Rou~ Bul- Turkey
slavia slovakia mania garia
+ § 1
Jan. 0 0 0] 0 7 0 0 i 27
Fel. 0 ! 0 0 0 4 C 0 0 10
Match] O | 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8
Ypril 0] 0 3 0 : 2 0] 0 0 10
May 0 0 2 0 § 0 9 0 0 14
June 0 0 0 0 ! o o) 0 0 5
July 0o . C 0 0] ‘ 0 0 0 C oG
Aug. 0 0 9 o L0 0 C o} 50
Sept, 0 0 2 C 0 0 0 0 30
Oct, C o 0 0 i C 0 0 o) 2
Now, 0 0 0 0 L0 0 0 0 4
Dec. 0 0 0 0 ' 0 0 5 0 1
e ——d
U.X. Irg—- lce~ Nor~ Sreden Mn— Den- 189
land land WAy iand mark
Jan. 43 0 0 9) 0 0 6
Feb, 43 0 0 0 C 0 ’
March 9 0 0 0 0 i 0
!&pril 10 C 0 0 0 ) 0
Hay 1 o o 0 o 0 0
June 0 ¢ 0 0 0 0 0
July 9 0 0 0 o 0 0
Aug. 5 0 0] 0 O 0 1
Sept. G 0 C 0 o 0 0
Sth 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov. | 0 0 0 o) 0 0 0
Dec, L 0 0 0 C 0 0 3
&
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central France, and the Orne-Sarthe group in the western part of the country.

e con 1 messurecs in FPrance have ocen simila th adopted 1
The control measures in France have ocen similar to those adopted in
previous years - sanitary mecasures and vaccination,

Three diffcrent schomes of vaccination are practised:= (1) compulsory
vaccination in some depariments o irontiers; the vaccine being provided.frce
of charge by the Government: somc 100,000 animals were vaccinated in 1958
under this schcmej (2) voluntary co-operztive vaccination, brought into
operation in 1958: in this scheme tho Government subsidises the cost of
vaccine by 40 nercent, provided that at least 6C percent of the cattle in
a "commune" arc vaccinatcd annually fcr five years: farmers who pariticipate
in the schemc undertaie to havo the vaccination carried out and the vaccine—
producing laboratories undertake fo sunply the necessary amount ol vaccine,
priority being given if there Zs a rocrudescence of the discaso; in 1958,
nearly five million cattlec were vaccinated under this scheme; 3) some
farmers in regiong threatencd bty invasion of the diseasec have their herds
vaccinated,; the tctal cost being borne by the farmers concerrcd: it is
estimated that some 1,500,000 cattic¢ have been vaccinated by such private
arrangement., The total number of cattle vaccinated in France in 1958 was,
therefore, about 6,500,000 i.¢. about onc third of the total cattle population.
Trivalent vaccine (O}; A5 and C) was used.

The inciderice of noew ouitbreaks ccerntinues to be reduced in 19595 in
Januvary the total number was 511 and in February, 577. Although the
distribution remains inregular in 1959 and tho heaviest ianfection still occurs
in and around the department of Cantal, of the 90 departments in the country,
in February 1959 some 20 werc free from the diseasc and in some 40, the discase
was reported in only 1 - 5 farms.

The »nosition in foot-and-mouth disease in France today, ir all probability
due in a considcrable measure to the operation of the control measurcs now
being applicd, is vetter then it has been for soma%hroe ycars before the present
epizootic started; and it would secia that the end of the cpizootic is in
sight.
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The position in Belgium, since 1951, is shown in

Tarle 1L

Number of outbresks of foot—and-mouth discase from 1951 - 1958

Year “o. of outbreaks
1551 50, 359
1952 3,498
1953 2,349
1954 700
1955 95
1956 720
1957 361
1958 566



heen a nmarked »eiuction in incidence sincoe 1953 and the number

Therc has a 24 o :
of outbrezks continucs to he low in 1959: in January, tho total number was

10 and in the first two weeks of February, 6 only. For some yoars about
50 percent ol the boon vaceinated annually, O, 4 ana C vaccinocs
being used. This has res u]ubu in a wido-spread imaunity whickh is reflcctoed
in the occurronce of tho discasc almost ontirely in caives only

-+

<1

In the German Federal Renublic, the small cpizooti c ," i bcxan in tho
summer of 1956 scoms to have come to an ont. In 195 WoIse SOme
9,000 outbreaks, somc 1,200 hords toeing invoived in 1958. Thc numboer ol
outbrcaks in 1959 has continucd to decreascy 11 occurrcd in Jonuary and only
ong in the first half of Fcbruary. The discasc has boen controlicd by the
application of strict sanitary mcasurcs, extonsive vaccinazion, and uiadghter
in some circumstances. Some gglCU herds, comprising abous 7,000 cattle
coats
1

30,000 pigs, 2,00C sheep and 100 goats wore aslsughtored. Vaccination 01 some
6,500, 000 of the total cattle ‘onL ation of 12, Cb 000 was carricd out

3 s 9
usually as "ring" veaccination surrounding outbr ke oxcopt Ln the L? nder

of Bavaria and Schleswig-Holstein in which =11 the cattle wors vaccinatoed.
In outbreaks whick have occurrced during the last fow months, practically all

O 7

the infecited hoerds have beoon slauzghtcered,

In Italy thorc was a slight improvoment in the positior in 1958 com~
pared with 1957: gencrally speaking, the position may be doscribed as
stationary. The numbor of outbvreals increascd as normuLly scours in Italy

during the wintor months. Virus typc C, causced moroc ouubr aks than are
usually found and was morc widely distributed than usual.. dver 3, 000, C00 ruai-
nants arc vaceinnted anhually., T undeubtedly plays = decizive poart in limiting

the number of outorouko.

Yhe position in Turkey has improved considcerably, the numsor of affected
villeges having decreased from 8,670 in 1957 to 183 in 1958: +the incidence

reported in the early part of 19)9 is cne outbreak in Jarnuary, with nonc in
February.

Careful attontion is teing given to the position in Tuzkey, because from
its geographical location, it may, at any time be oo.posed tc invasion from

countries on its eastern borders in which {ooct-anc-mouth diseasc ig endenic.

In vhe Unitod Kingdom in 1958 thero were 216 outbroaks, of which 29 were
primary and 87 sccondary. In 17 of the primary, therc were no sccondary oute
breaks; the greatest number of ‘secon ndary outbreaks from onz srimary being 25.
The slaughter policy with carly roporting of outbrea aks, ths appilcainon of
strict saritary mecasurcs and the SONOWLut gevore restrictions of livestock

o B

movement resulted in the rapid cradication of tho discasc “ollow ing outbreaks.,
Of the primary outbreaks, it was con cluded, that 17 were inva sions from the
Continent, probably Fortkern Prance, and in 10 tho virus was :ntroduced into
the country with infectod meat: 4in two, the origin was obecurc.

While Yugoslavia and Hungary werc frce from the disease in 1958, on
outbrcak in cach of these countries has Toon reported in the Yominning of

1959.
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Summary oi vhe foot-and-mouth
discasc position outside Burope

The foot—and-mouth discasc position in the world outsidce Burepe is of
much intercst and importance to Eurowncan countrics tecausc of she constant
threat of invasion. At prosent the vneosition is as followss somc large
areas, C.g. North and Central Amcrica, Ausiralia, Now Zealarnd and Japan

arc free from the discasc. In South Amcrica, foot-and-mouth discase is wide~
sprecad and practically &ll countrics in the area arc infectod, The threo
classical types of virus Oy A and C have boon domonstrated in South Amcrica.
(The position in this pert of the world is dealt ~7ith more fully under itom

6 of the agenda). In Africa; foot-and-mouth discasc is &lso wide-spread and
is of growing importanco in arcas Whiere catile are boing improved. The three

types 0, A and C have been found in Africa, but it is kighly important from an
oplzootologlc noint of vioew and for Europe that thorc also exist threce African
types of virus at prescnt believed to be confined 4o Africa, once of which has
been demonstrated as nvar to Durope as Bgypt.

In Asia, foot-ard-mouth discasc has bucn found in practically all
countrics where the diseasc, as in Africa, 1s of growing importance. The
three classical tJaus of vlrus Lkave becn demonstrated as in most othoer paris
os the world, but in addition, a new typc has bocn found in some Asian
countrics and recently as near Eurowe as Iran and Isracl.

Sources of Infection for Burove

Experience of foot~and-mouth disecasc in Furove indicates tnat there have
been four sourccs of invasion from ocutside the Continent: Russia, Asiatic
Turkey, Africa and 3South Amorica,

Until 1920, the cpizootclogy of the discasc in Burope was quitc clcar:
new, extensive epizootics swept acress continental Turopc from the East and

noved wegt~ and southwards German records show that, on many occasions,

ags in 1890, 1900, and 1)109 opizeotics cntored Iurcre across the castern German
torder from Russie. It is also kncwn that some of tho carly cpizootics
cntered BEuropce from QS s finor through the 3alkan countrics. Sincc 1920,

the epizootology ol 7 liseasc irn Luropc nas changed. In 1920 & wvery serious

A

18
-
£

urope from the south znd wwest of the Contincrt towards
the north and cast and spread into Russia. This occurrence was roepeated in
1937 when it was knovm that the infection came into Hurope fyrom Worth Africa.
The wide~sprecad eplfootlc of 1951=52 appearcd first in the middlce of Burope
and sprocad to practically all Europcan countrics, including Russia. The
more limitoed cpizootic of 1957 also began in the middle of tkhe Continent and
gpread to a limitced cxtent to some Zuropean countrics bui, so far ag 1s known,
not to Russia.

epizcotic mOVbd ovar

|—g o

The last invasior of Iurocpce from Russia was in 1910, It ig urderstood
that the discase has toen satjsfactoriWy controlled in Zussia for a number of
yearse therc 1s covery reason to beliove, thsrolore, that any fuiurc invasion
into Europe from that source would »probably be very limited and relstively
casily controllocd.

The last invasion Trom Turk took placc in 1957. Asian Turkey had be=
come hcavily infected, »robably as & rcesult of invasion from her castern neigh-
bouring countrics and tac discasc spread rapidly 1nto Buropcan Turkey with
subsequent spread into Grecce and Bulgaria. In Grecce the aciive and strong




mcasurcs adonted, soon orou*rm the infection under control: whilc the measurcs

applicd in Bulgaria arc not accuratcly knowm: - they were, howover, cifccuive
in preventing sproad into othor parmm of Zurope, Tvrkoy g ir an important
8!

geographical nosition, boing & 1iﬁk botweon Asia and Europc, and the Asian
type of virus was rccently demonstrated in Turkey's neighbouring country, Iran.
The temporary foot-znd-mouth Giscasce lavoratory in Turkey is mow in oporation
and typing of ficld samples snd preduction of vaceinc arc oulnb underiaken.
Futurce control of foot-and-mouth discasce in Turksy should, theroelore, be much
morc easily carricd ocut and this sheould rosult in loss risk of any spread into
furope from that sourco.

A sorious dinvasion of Burope from Africa took place in 1¢ 37 Burocpean
countrics which ars in contact with Africa through trade cte. will continue to
run somc risk of importing the discasc, and thore will always be the possibili-
ty of introducing one or more of the threoe African strains of the virus, hithoer-
to exotic Fa Burove: howcver, 1t shoulcd te possibhlo to control any futurc in-
vasion from AZrica by the adoption of modern methods.

Finally, the invasion of Zuropc is throatencd from South America through
the dimportation of the large quantitics of mcat and mcat products, some of
which may be infected so long as tho discasc oxists in the cxporting countrics.
Althoughk such invasion mey causc considerablc losscs, it should be possiblc
rapidly to control any outbreaks in Buropc from that source by the application
of modern mecthods.

The most dangerous sourcc of inicction for ZTurops at the prescent time
would scem to be the foci which still exist in some Buropean countrics. Al-
though infection is at prescnt limited in such countrics, duc te the application
of modern veterinary measurcs, there is always considcravle risk of spread to
neighbouring countries: from this point of vicw, Francc is orobably the most
important country at the prescnt timo. However, with the mcans of control,
now being practised, and the improvements which will certainly bhoe Torthcoming,
there is every chance *hat foot-and-mouth disease will bo finally brought
under control in Buropc and cradicatod from the whole of the conbinont.
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while typoe A was dingnoscd conly in tho castomrm zron. Vocceine 1o belng pro-
ducced  on the Llimited scale of some 6,200,000 doscs sach wook. How that morc
ceudpmont hos boor mado nvailable, the production of vaoceine will bo sub-
stontinlly incrzascd,. A emell aomount of lzenlly produced vao ccino has clready
bovn uscd with good rosults,. A TAOTS A COLH\ becomes avollable, systomotiv
voceination will be carricd out along Zronticrs and around uhb&l\ﬂku which may
occur ond valunble nrnimalis and ~nim-ls for o oyt will nlso o voccinotods
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Accounts and

Po_lowing thne cxolanotic:: by the Tinsrce Zronch thke Commission adoptod
the accounts for 1956, the roviscd budget for 1959 ard <he budget submiited for
% { Hopert. ' '

1960, 2ll 2s shown in Sho

poendicos of this

Armunl Ceontributions

Froecutive Committee at
the contributions

e - PO S - . N - LA S B JRIS S -
T Commission Tirmed thoe doclsion tol b i

urkey on 13

its mocting
R . o 1 - g A
o the wholo of 1 VoY Bl

of mumbor co

f7odin LorCCa

;

5

7
M
=}
<

unnndmously that the future snnual contributions
covntrics should to be thosce stoted in the
N

VUL O0N .
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& -
Posgiblc amondmoents te the Constituitison, Ruicg of Procodurce ond
Finonecial Regulationsg

The FAC
ancndnmonts in

backoround concorni

; .
46/57 of th.

e ancndnonty wore cizculatod ond thoy will bo discusscd

[

TS S S 2
che Commission.
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Future Activitics

LR Y

Yost ¢f the discussion contorcd round thal nood to iLncroaso > cmbhership
of the Commission so that carly implescasation the Commission's overnll
plan of cortrel could o carricd outl, It wos thet the timo
is now onportunc for anpropriactoe b i comploeto
cradi C“‘tior» of footmond--mout. dis g this vurnosc as
full coll~boration s possible throu

J

bucome mombors of
Confurence in
suid be initiatced

; on of tho
rotions to the
sceced on tho

It wios 02t thoet one wmothod or
ko Com W1ugL)ﬂ os o Ciscussion on
Hovember 19
in c¢ither of
Commission o
Confcrence org

ngenda ol tho

sComnendation
- Tye A NP
o thet the oub l\.;(_' T 18

t o country
CCa

In ations ol - intorcestod counirics ghould be well
bricfed on siore attonding the Confircnce and it wns agrocd
that the B ~riat should proparc o moenorcndum which could be uscd ir such

bI‘iufing. .

During the discussion it wms poirnted out thoat the Commission should cmphasisze
the need to zrotect countricsy row froo from the disocase, from the introduction
of the infection from sources soutside the country and cspecinlly neighbouring
infoeting counirics,
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