
Despite considerable efforts to generate high-quality, reliable and accurate 
food security and nutrition data, most low and lower-middle-income 
countries still cannot cover basic data needs for evidence-based policies  
and investments, and the majority of them do not conduct regular 
household and agricultural surveys, lack sustainable data systems, and        
have insufficient capacity to analyse and use even the limited data at their 
disposal. For example, fewer than half of all Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) Members are able to officially 
report their basic statistics on food and agriculture to the Organization.      
This basic and fundamental data is often the basis for monitoring key 
international processes such as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and the Paris Agreement on climate change. With world hunger numbers 
rising since 2015 and COVID-19 which further exacerbated the situation, 
more accurate and reliable data are essential to set up policies and 
investment to address global hunger and malnutrition. The project              
was designed to assist in closing agricultural and food security and   
nutrition (FSN) data gaps and improve timely and accurate statistics to 
monitor SDG progress and assess the situation of small-scale producers.

KEY FACTS
Latest Approved Budget
USD 554 478

Duration
November 2021–March 2025

Resource Partner
Gates Foundation

Partners
Governments; United Nations (UN) agencies 
and bodies; civil society and  non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs); international agricultural 
research institutions; international and regional 
financial institutions; private sector 
associations and philanthropic foundations 

Beneficiaries
Governments; United Nations (UN) agencies 
and bodies; civil society and NGOs; 
international agricultural research institutions; 
international and regional financial institutions; 
private sector associations and philanthropic 
foundations

STRENGTHENING DATA GOVERNANCE AND COORDINATION 
ACROSS COUNTRIES AND STAKEHOLDERS

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?
The project achieved its core objectives and delivered a landmark result      
in the global governance of FSN data. The Committee on World Food 
Security (CFS) endorsed its first-ever set of policy recommendations on 
strengthening data collection and analysis tools for FSN, which was 
developed through a participatory and inclusive process involving CFS 
Members and stakeholders. This has positioned FSN data as a strategic 
priority for national, regional and global actors. A technical guidance 
document on FSN data was elaborated, which proposes a globally agreed 
definition of FSN data and a minimum core set of indicators and 
methodologies. This document is currently under review for potential 
endorsement by the UN Statistical Commission in March 2026, marking a  
key institutional milestone stemming from the CFS policy recommendations. 
Overall, the project contributed to raising global political awareness of FSN 
data gaps as well as laying the groundwork for long-term institutional and 
financial engagement to strengthen national and global FSN data systems. 

IMPACT
The project contributed to strengthening the capacities of all stakeholders, 
especially governments, involved in the collection, analysis, dissemination, 
protection and use of quality FSN data, towards enhancing effective, 
inclusive, evidence-informed decision-making for global food security and 
nutrition.
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Project Code
FAO: MTF/GLO/1038/BMG
Donor: INV-032810

ACTIVITIES
 Preparation, translation and dissemination of the High Level Panel of 

Experts on Food Security and Nutrition (HLPE-FSN) report on “Data 
Collection and Analysis Tools for Food Security and Nutrition” (2022), 
providing the foundational evidence base for the policy convergence 
process.

 Three rounds of multistakeholder consultations and two rounds of 
intergovernmental negotiations, leading to formulation of  
consensus-based set of policy recommendations.

 Dedicated policy discussions at 50th Session of the Committee            
on World Food Security (CFS 50) and formal endorsement of                
the policy recommendations at CFS 51. 

 Post-endorsement activities focused on outreach and institutional 
follow-up, including the production of a branded version of the policy 
recommendations, the roll-out of a targeted communication strategy, 
and the integration of key messages into high-level statements by  
the CFS Chair (e.g. G7, G20, Nutrition for Growth). 

 A CFS 52 side event supported, titled “Uptake of the CFS Policy 
Recommendations on Food Security and Nutrition (FSN)                 
Data – Where do we stand?”, co-organized by FAO, United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF), World Bank, and International Agri-Food 
Network, taking stock of early implementation efforts and 
showcasing related initiatives with key partners. 

 Technical guidance document on FSN data drafted, currently under 
review for potential endorsement by the UN Statistical Commission   
in 2026. 

Partnerships and Outreach
For more information, please contact: Reporting@fao.org 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

00153 Rome, Italy

Project Title
Support to the Data Work Stream of the 
Committee on World Food Security

Contact
Adriana Herrera Moreno (Budget Holder) 
ESA-Director@fao.org 

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this information product do not 
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) concerning the legal or development status of any country, territory,  
city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 
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