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CLOSING ADDRESSES

Mr Zhao Shucong, Vice-Minister of the State Forestry Administration of China 

The Second Asia-Pacifi c Forestry Week (APFW) is drawing to its end. The past exciting week has witnessed 
the active participation of some 1 000 representatives from 33 regional countries, 200 international/regional 
organizations, the private sector and academic institutes. Altogether 50 partner events were held, information 
market and various booths were set up, and many forestry-related fi lms and videos were screened at the 
Forestry Film Night. Meanwhile, the 24th Session of Asia Pacifi c Forestry Commission (APFC) was also 
successfully convened. Delegates had thorough discussions about the challenges and opportunities we face 
in regional forestry development. Forestry Week is a complete success due to the concerted efforts of every 
one of us. On behalf of the State Forestry Administration, I would like to congratulate you on the success 
of the event, and express my appreciation to the FAO and APFNet teams for their excellent arrangements in 
making this gathering of foresters possible. And I would also like to thank all the participants here for your 
contributions. 

Under the theme of New Opportunities and New Challenges, Asia-Pacifi c Forestry Week has fully showcased 
the remarkable progress made in the regional forestry sector and the outlook on forestry development. 
Forestry Week has made us realize the vitality and potential of the Asia-Pacifi c region to promote forestry 
development. Meanwhile, deforestation, forest degradation, the relatively poor living conditions of forest-
dependent people and protectionism in the forest product trade remain to be addressed; immediate actions 
to enhance institutional development, to increase investment in forestry and to promote sustainable forest 
management so as to tap the multiple functions of forests are urgently needed in shifting towards a new 
development pattern and achieving sustainable socio-economic development. In particular, in face of global 
climate change, ecological crises, food security and natural disasters, sound management of forestry as well 
as rational protection and use of forest resources should be regarded as a strategic choice to sustainable 
development. 

As the cradle of civilization, forests are important natural resources in supporting human development. The 
deepening understanding of forests and rapid innovation of science and technology are bound to bring out 
the role and potential of forests. We, the foresters, should keep in mind that sustaining forests and forestry 
means the security of our next generations’ future, and public awareness in this regard should be enhanced.
Forestry Week is defi nitely a good platform. During the Week, we’ve learned and felt inspired by various 
measures and actions taken in Asia-Pacifi c countries to push forestry forward, and will commit to a closer 
cooperation with regional countries and international organizations on forests and forestry. Specifi cally, the 
following actions will be taken: 

• To modernize forestry. It is realized that forestry is crucial in sustainable development strategies, in 
ecological development, in China’s ‘west development’ and in addressing climate change. This particular 
role should be accentuated through establishing a stable forest ecosystem, a developed forestry 
industry and a sound forest ecocultural regime. We will continuously participate in and promote the 
international process on forests and forestry, and collaborate with our partners to raise the status of 
forestry high on the international political agenda.

• To deepen forest tenure reform and integrate the forestry policy system. The nationwide reform on 
collective forest tenure and state forest farms and forest zones will be expanded with innovative 
policies and actions to further unleash forest productivity. Meanwhile, a supportive system will be 
established and improved to secure increasing investment in infrastructure construction, lower the 
risks involved and improve the livelihoods of people dependent on forests.   

• To enhance institutional arrangements and mobilize public participation. The administrative system 
will be enhanced and talent development will be prioritized to accelerate forestry development. 
Measures will be taken to encourage wide public participation in forestation. 
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• To expand regional forestry exchange and cooperation. We will continue to follow the principles 
of mutual respect, equal cooperation and multiplying benefi ts, and actively engage in international 
forestry exchanges and cooperation. In view of the consensus reached at the First APEC Meeting of 
Ministers Responsible for Forestry, collaboration on forestry with regional partners, including FAO and 
regional countries, will be upgraded to contribute to the regional forestry development agenda.    

Endowed with a large portion of the world’s forests, the Asia-Pacifi c region plays a critical role in global 
forestry and economy. To strengthen regional forestry cooperation and exchange to achieve regional 
sustainable forest management is an ambitious course that will benefi t generations to come and requires 
input from all of us. I sincerely hope that this week has served as an opportunity for us to explore more 
vibrant ways of forestry cooperation, creating a new dimension of sustainable forestry development and 
contributing to the socio-economic, ecocultural and livelihood development of the region. 

I now announce the closing of the Second Asia-Pacifi c Forestry Week. 

Thank you very much. 

Eduardo Rojas-Briales, Assistant Director-General, Forestry Department,
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

As the Asia-Pacifi c Forestry Week 2011 comes to a close, please allow me on behalf of FAO to express my 
sincere gratitude to all of you who have made the week such a great success.

This week we have assembled an incredible range and calibre of people, including some of the most eloquent 
and knowledgeable advocates of the forestry sector here in the Asia-Pacifi c region, and indeed the world. 
I think you will agree that we have all greatly benefi ted from the broad range of experts that have been 
present this week and the general spirit of Asia-Pacifi c Forestry Week, which I would characterize as a strong, 
collective desire to learn, share ideas and experiences, and collaborate. 

The theme of this year’s Asia-Pacifi c Forestry Week, ‘New Challenges – New Opportunities’, has given us no 
shortage of topics for discussion. 

Challenges

In opening the week on Monday I said that the principal challenge for the forestry sector in Asia and the 
Pacifi c is to understand the forces that are shaping the world. At Thursday’s plenary session on ‘The future 
for forestry in Asia and the Pacifi c’ we heard about the challenges that lay ahead of us put in, sometimes, 
stark terms. 

The global economy is once again on the verge of crisis and downturn. Asia and the Pacifi c, now more 
integrated than ever into global markets, is not immune. The possibility that a new global recession will 
impact on the region’s forestry sector is real. 

Meanwhile, population growth and poverty will continue to pose a threat to the region’s considerable forest 
resources. Our panel on Thursday conjectured that conservation is not the only solution to this challenge. 
In order to protect our forests we need to work harder to ensure that development in the forestry sector 
benefi ts the poor – particularly poor forest-dependent communities. 
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At the Asia-Pacifi c Forestry Commission Session and a number of the week’s partner events, particularly those 
on REDD, we were also reminded that climate change will complicate our uncertain future by unsettling the 
climatic and ecological conditions that sustain forests and forest communities. And signifi cant challenges 
remain in our efforts to take action to tackle climate change through initiatives such as REDD.

Responding to these challenges requires responsive, transparent and effective institutions. And this was 
another topic that occupied many of us this week. During the plenary session on Tuesday on governance 
challenge we highlighted the crucial role of good forest governance in managing forests sustainably and the 
considerable hurdles we still face in building effective forest governance frameworks. 

Opportunities

While the road ahead appears diffi cult and fraught with risk, by identifying the challenges and exploring 
them this week we have taken an important collective step. As I anticipated at the beginning of the week, 
together we have discussed new ways of thinking, new ways of working, new ways of doing business, new 
products, new technologies and new markets. We have indeed identifi ed new opportunities.

Nowhere was this common desire to embrace innovation and change more apparent than in Wednesday’s 
plenary on new media, new messages. There we heard that the Internet and social media have given birth 
to a new, participatory media environment – one that we can use to inspire action in ways that have never 
been possible before. 

But perhaps the most heartening thing I heard this week was during the closing presentation of the plenary 
session yesterday – a light appearing through the dark clouds of talk about economic downturn, resource 
shortage and persistent poverty.

What I heard was that with growing interest in tackling climate change with mechanisms such as REDD, the 
funding – that has long been denied to those wanting to encourage more sustainable forest management 
in Asia and the Pacifi c – is becoming available. I found this heartening because we have now been given an 
opportunity to access the resources we need to take everything we have learned, everything we know about 
creating a more sustainable forest sector in Asia and the Pacifi c, and act. 

During the Heads of Forestry Dialogue on Thursday afternoon an eminent group turned their attention to 
the emerging consensus behind the need for greener economies. I for one remain optimistic that growing 
emphasis on green development will only create additional opportunities for investment and development 
in the forestry sector. 

From my personal perspective, I have found this Asia-Pacifi c Forestry Week to be enlightening, informative 
and extremely enjoyable. I believe all of you will agree with me.

This success is due in large part to our hosts. On behalf of FAO, I wish to offer my very sincere thanks to 
the Government of the People’s Republic of China, particularly Excellencies Minister Jia Zhibang and Vice-
Minister Yin Hong of the State Forestry Administration, offi cers of the State Forestry Administration, as well 
as the Asia-Pacifi c Network for Sustainable Forest Management, for their great generosity and outstanding 
efforts in organizing this Asia-Pacifi c Forestry Week. 

To bring together around 1 000 people from all over the world, for a week packed with over 50 plenary and 
partner events, all under one roof, is a tremendous feat. I am fully aware that the organizational challenge 
has been immense. Please join me in a round of applause for our hosts who have risen to this challenge with 
much enthusiasm and great success. 

But my gratitude does not stop there.  
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I would also like to thank the delegates of the 24th APFC session and, in particular, Mr Su Chun Yu, for his 
excellent leadership and capable chairing of the APFC session. I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank our partners whose support has been invaluable in generating interest in Forestry Week and providing 
us with a wide range of forums to grapple with the issues currently affecting the regional forestry sector.

To my FAO colleagues, particularly Pat and his team from the regional offi ce in Bangkok, I give my deep thanks 
and gratitude for your truly commendable efforts in leading and coordinating what has been a fantastic 
week.

And fi nally, I wish to thank all the participants here for their enthusiasm, their willingness to engage and 
debate and their good spirit. This week could not have been such a tremendous success without you.

Asia-Pacifi c Forestry Week 2011 is indeed coming to a close. But our work is not. 

One of the most positive things I will take home from this week is that we already have the knowledge, 
the tools needed to tackle many of the challenges facing the forestry sector. And there is no shortage of 
enthusiasm amongst those of us assembled here to take these tools and our experiences to strengthen the 
forestry sector in Asia and the Pacifi c.

We need to leave Beijing inspired by this – but not be complacent.

We are competing for the attention of communities, for support from governments, for markets for our 
products, for a space for forestry on the global development agenda.

Action is required. We need to continue the good work that is already underway while fi nding new ways to 
reach our common goal – healthy and productive forests and forest communities. 

I hope upon returning to your countries, your homes, that you are revitalized by the spirit of this week and, 
most importantly, inspired to act.  

Thank you all and have a safe journey home.

Thank you
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Mr Zhao Shucong, Vice-Minister of the SFA, China 
at the Closing Ceremony

Participants wearing 
the national costume of Indonesia
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ESSAYS 

Winners of the Asia-Pacifi c Forestry Week 2011 Essay Contest

Planting the dreams of our future

Randell Terre Aranza, Philippines

Every dream is a seed, waiting to fl ourish. Every reality is a tree, withstanding the demands of time. Every 
community is a forest, challenging its quest to survival.

Truth be told, the Asia-Pacifi c region is the richest cradle for forests to thrive. Yet it is also in a part of 
the world where growth of industries competes with the perpetual demands of ecological balance and 
economic survival. To sustain such growth requires an environmental compromise in the fulfi lment of 
nations’ respective economic plans. From this point of view, nations move forward by stepping their right 
foot in front of economic developments. But the gist of this is for us to take a step back and see the bigger 
perspective of our natural habitat’s current situation, especially the signifi cant contribution of what is now 
becoming less of a priority for most emerging nations – our forests.

So today, we dream.

We dream to prioritize our forests and execute concrete plans in mitigating the planet’s worsening 
environment.

We dream to strike a balance between industrial development and environmental preservation.

We dream to unite as a community in protecting our forests, which will ultimately lead to the survival of 
those who are next in line – the future generation.

How long our forests will last for the survival of living creatures is one of the greatest questions of our time 
that nobody can ever rightfully claim to predict. Still, we continue to seek for innovative ways, to create 
opportunities out of these challenges we are facing. And yes, we strive to live that dream to become a reality.

Every seed is a dream, waiting to be fulfi lled. Every tree is a reality, taking calculated risks amidst challenges. 
Every forest is a community, joining forces to live and stand as one.

We are the seeds. This is the reality. Together in the Asia-Pacifi c region and the rest of the world, we can fi nd 
opportunities as we plant our dreams for the future, and for the planet we all call home.
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New challenges, new opportunities in Asia-Pacifi c forestry:
inspiring the communities of the region to protect our forests

Shalini Rajakaruna, Sri Lanka

For a while they get excited, twisting and swirling, dancing in the wind, making glorious movements. And in 
a while they become silent and stand still, making no noise but only the ‘sound of silence’. The mighty trees 
standing in their majesty, spreading their canopies, making a home for lives of many, feeding the hungry 
and shading the saplings, birds chirping, breaking the uneasy silence and dancing to their own melodies, 
butterfl ies like fairies fl ying from fl ower to fl ower, busy bees making their bee hives, squirrels and monkeys 
playing around making the place noisy for a moment. All these wonders are not fantasy but reality inside the 
woods. Forests are sacred places where the secrets are kept and legends are written, of both wildlife and 
human spirits.

Today there are more than 250 defi nitions for forest. These defi nitions differ on the basis of ecological and 
legal aspects. For instance, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has defi ned 
forest as land with tree crown cover (or equivalent stocking level) of more than 10 percent and area of more 
than 0.5 hectares and the trees should be able to reach a minimum height of 5 metres at maturity in situ. 
However a forest can be simply explained as a complex of different ecosystems, mainly composed of trees 
which create habitats for other living organisms.

It is really impossible to explain the importance of forests to humankind in a few words or in a few lines as 
they are bound to our lives from the fi rst breath that we take. Even if you live in the centre of a city, from 
dawn to the dusk, throughout the day you live with forest products. From the food you eat to the piece of 
tissue paper that you blow your nose with, most items come from forests. Trees in the forests act as buffers 
to protect life on earth and absorb and store massive amounts of carbon to cool the planet and keep the 
climate stable. They store nearly 300 billion tonnes of carbon in their living parts – roughly 40 times the 
annual greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuels.

According to FAO statistics around 30 percent of the total land area on earth is covered with forests, which 
means there is a parcel of land covered with forests the size of a football fi eld for every person on the 
planet. Interestingly the forests and woodlands of the Asia-Pacifi c region cover approximately 655 million 
hectares and they contribute to more than half of the world’s forest coverage. These facts show that the 
region is blessed with a vast coverage of forests and at the same time it reminds us of the huge responsibility 
which has been loaded on the shoulders of the people of the region to protect and enhance the quality of 
these valuable ecosystems. 

As all the nations of the world are standing hand in hand to celebrate the International Year of Forests under 
the theme of ‘Forests for People’, the time has come to search for new challengers and new opportunities 
in Asia-Pacifi c forestry. Each and every day the media reports a natural disaster from some corner of the 
world and deforestation, environmental pollution and global warming have become the hottest topics for 
discussion throughout the world. Apart from worrying over this predicament, the time has come to accept 
it as a challenge and face it in an innovative way.

From the beginning humans have lived and shared their lives with nature. But with the so-called Industrial 
Revolution and development in technology humankind began to overexploit nature. The Great Russian 
author Anton Pavlovich Chekhov once said “Man has been endowed with reason, with the power to create, 
so that he can add to what he’s been given. But up to now he hasn’t been a creator, only a destroyer. Forests 
keep disappearing, rivers dry up, wild life has become extinct, and the climate is ruined and the land grows 
poorer and uglier every day”. Yes! It is true that we pay for our own faults. But the brighter side of the story 
is that now we have understood that we cannot continue to destroy and overuse the natural resources that 
we have been gifted with. So now the whole world has turned its focus on the conservation and sustainable 
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use of forests and their products.    

With seven biodiversity hotspots, the Asia-Pacifi c region can be considered as the greatest storehouse of 
nature’s diversity on earth. The region is renowned for its outstanding natural beauty because it is composed 
of unique types of forests and vegetation. As the region is geographically diverse vegetation types differ 
from place to place, and are also linked to certain geographical processes like volcanic activities. Biomes 
include both tropical and temperate rain forests, fertile slopes of volcanic mountains, grasslands, wetlands 
and deserts.

The higher the diversity, beauty and glamour of the forests in the region, the greater the weight of responsibility 
for conservation and sustainable use becomes. That is where the new challenges arise. The Asia-Pacifi c 
region has nearly 50 countries and many of them are developing countries. In a forest when a giant tree falls, 
there is a fast race between the trees on either side that want to stretch out their branches and the seedlings 
to reach sunlight. The competition for development in the countries of the region is somewhat similar. 
Therefore the biggest challenge the region is facing at present is this race among countries competing in 
the development race. The real challenge is how to attain the goal of development while protecting the 
forests and nature we are blessed with. That is where sustainable utilization of resources should be taken 
into account. First of all we should clarify what sustainable utilization is, because nowadays it has become 
a phrase used by some people to destroy forests and achieve their money-minded objectives. Sustainable 
utilization is the utilization of resources to obtain the maximum benefi t for the present generation while 
maintaining its potential to serve future generations. 

Once the concept is understood it is not that diffi cult to practise. While this concept was not practised the 
Asia-Pacifi c region has lost more than 6 million hectares of natural forests, mainly converted to agricultural 
crops and oil-palm plantations. The fi gures show that deforestation in the region has increased from 2 million 
hectares per year during 1976-1981 to 3.9 million hectares per year in 1981-1990. Though the deforestation 
rate continues at an alarming rate, the Asia-Pacifi c region has been able to record the highest rate of forest 
plantations in the world over the past fi ve years and this has changed the trend of the 1990s regarding 
deforestation. 

Though it sounds like good news, the reality is that the region, however, still has just 0.2 hectares of forest 
per person, the lowest amount per capita in the world compared with 1.1 hectares per person outside of the 
region.

This is where all the nations within the region should stand together to achieve the goal of protecting and 
conserving our forests for future generations. All the nations of the region have a great history and different 
cultures. The history and legends of each nation are closely bound to nature and forests. So it should be easy 
to convince all Asia-Pacifi c nations to unite and move together towards this common objective.

When it comes to decision-making and making policies, it is common to pass the ball to the other person 
and move away from individual responsibilities. It is always easy to point out the issue to the government 
and wait until the rulers take some action to solve the problem. But there are many actors that should be 
involved in the process, like non-government organizations, industries, scientifi c communities and mainly 
society in general.

The modern concept of conservation is community participation. Heading towards new opportunities in 
forestry without community participation is defi nitely ‘mission impossible’. This is because the lives of 
people in the Asia-Pacifi c region are closely attached to forests and most of the people in developing 
countries directly depend on ecosystem services to fulfi l their daily needs. This is brought out by the theme 
of the forestry year ‘Forests for People’. Via socio-economic surveys scientists can gather information 
about the interactions of communities with the forests and the stakeholders can design strategies to get 
the communities involved in sustainable utilization. Terms like biodiversity, conservation or sustainable 
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utilization may mean nothing to those who lives in the periphery of the forests who easily access forests for 
almost every need of their day-to-day lives, unless they are educated about the importance of protecting 
the forests for future generations.

Through conservation education, new opportunities can be introduced to the people who directly depend 
on ecosystem services. New job opportunities can be created for people who are very familiar with forests. 
People in bordering villages can be trained as tour guides for ecotourism; they can be trained for interpretation 
and to conduct nature trails. So the person who entered the forest for hunting or for logging will no longer 
enter with the previous intention to destroy, but to motivate other people to enjoy and protect nature.  

New opportunities in forestry in the region are not limited to local communities. The scientifi c community 
should play a major role in uncovering new challenges and new opportunities in forestry. When we look at 
the past, invasive species have caused huge losses in forest productivity in the Asia-Pacifi c region. Economic 
losses resulting from invasive plant species in the region have been estimated in hundreds of billions of 
dollars. Scientists can take steps to overcome this challenge through research and to save the region from 
this threat. There is a need for reforming and updating policies, legislations and quarantine laws.

To counter losses, plantation of forest can be practised within the region. The statistics show that this 
has helped to recover a greater percentage of the loss of forests. In this context schoolchildren and local 
communities can be engaged by giving them a sound education on conservation and sustainable utilization.

However it is said that “prevention is better than cure”. And the proper time has come to open up our eyes 
and concentrate our minds to protect and enhance our forests, so that we may not regret in future what we 
have lost, but will be able to celebrate the joy of what we have gained.

Enos. A. Mills said, “The forests are the fl ags of nature. They appeal to all and awaken inspiring universal 
feelings. Enter the forest and the boundaries of nations are forgotten. It may be that some time an immortal 
pine will be the fl ag of a united peaceful world.”

Therefore all the nations of the region can gather to identify the new challenges and fi nd out the new 
opportunities in forestry of the Asia- Pacifi c region and can be united under one goal and one hope to win 
the future together as one team.

In some mysterious way woods, trees and all which belongs to nature have a power to join the hearts of 
people and build peace all around the world. Let this mystery enter into all our hearts and heal the world 
and lead us to a better future.  




















