
In 2015 a sheep pox outbreak spread through the eastern region 
of Mongolia. At the same time an extremely harsh winter 
in 2015 and 2016 killed 56 million livestock and left those that 
survived vulnerable to contracting sheep pox. Interventions 
to control the outbreak were made, but because of a vaccine 
shortage sheep pox continued to spread throughout 
the country. This project was implemented to provide an 
emergency response to control the sheep pox outbreak through 
providing emergency vaccinations to livestock and promoting 
disease control and awareness raising.

KEY FACTS

Contribution
USD 500 000

Duration
June 2016 – May 2018

Resource Partner
FAO

Partner
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 
Light Industry (MoFALI)

Beneficiaries
Veterinary services and livestock officers, 
herders, community members, livestock 
owners and representatives in China, 
Russia Federation and Kazakhstan

STRENGTHENING LIVELIHOOD AND 
FOOD SECURITY IN MONGOLIA

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?
Guidance, training and emergency response were provided 
to control the sheep pox outbreak and strengthen disease 
control throughout the country. About 3.9 million sheep were 
vaccinated, and sheep pox awareness campaigns were spread 
through TV and printed materials. During the implementation 
of the project, new incursions and outbreaks of other 
trans-boundary animal diseases were detected, such as 
foot-and-mouth disease and Peste des Petits Ruminants. 
In response to the various types of livestock diseases, 
veterinarians and laboratory staff were trained in disease 
control, prevention and vaccination.

IMPACT
The vaccination of livestock against sheep and goat pox resulted 
in better management of the disease, with zero new virus 
occurrences in targeted areas. The regular vaccination and 
surveillance activities for control of sheep and goat pox and 
other trans-boundary diseases were ensured through capacity-
building workshops. The potential for a recurrence of an 
outbreak and further spread to high-risk areas was greatly 
reduced, and food security and livelihoods were improved.
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Contact
FAO Office in Mongolia
FAO-MN@fao.org
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Project Code
TCP/MON/3603

Project Title
Emergency assistance for the control of sheep and goat pox

ACTIVITIES
 Public awareness videos were created and distributed    

on TV. 

 Messages raising awareness about trans-boundary 
diseases (including sheep pox and foot-and-mouth 
disease) were published in a national journal.

 A leaflet was created and distributed to veterinary 
conferences detailing sheep pox and the benefits                
of vaccination.

 3.9 million sheep were vaccinated.

 288 cold boxes and 3.4 tonnes of disinfectant were 
procured to ensure the success of the vaccinations.

 A three-day national workshop on disease control was 
held for 30 veterinary officers, national emergency  
agency officers and private veterinarians from the eastern 
regions. 

 A two-day training-of-trainers workshop was held for    
key veterinarians on disease control and vaccination,   
who then conducted training for 247 field veterinarians   
in their provinces.

 A cross-border meeting was held with representatives 
from Mongolia, China, Kazakhstan and Russian Federation 
on improving the control of sheep and goat pox.

 The existing national contingency plan or strategy               
for controlling sheet and goat pox was revised.

 15 laboratory staff members were trained in virus 
neutralization for serological diagnostics of                      
post-vaccination monitoring and surveillance of sheep  
and goat pox.

Resource Mobilization Division
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